Once again Norma Manta, the great grand niece of Chief Joseph, knows the time has come
to be heard. The Census only comes around every ten years. As leaders, we must invest the
small amount of time to encourage our people to participate. Census 2000 means that the
voice of our Indian communities, our ancestors and generations of Indian people to come
will be heard. If we do not participate, we may not receive the services and programs we

need. In the circle of life, we speak not only for ourselves, but for all our Indian people.
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