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Viewers are swept

along on a powerful,

life-changing journey.

‘Coming home’

“This film is not just

a kayaking story,” Ms.

Sears said. “It’s a story

of Indigenous success

and reconnection. It’s

about coming home to

the Klamath river, and

the river coming home

to itself.”

While reporting on

the removal of four

Klamath River dams—

the largest and most

expensive dam removal

project in U.S. history—

Sears learned about the

nonprofit Ríos to Riv-

ers, who organized the

descent, led by the In-

digenous youth.

The tr ip was the

pinnacle of years of

preparation, as partici-

pants traveled the

globe to gain technical river

skills, share cultural expe-

riences with other Indig-

enous groups, and learn

how to advocate for the riv-

ers that sustain them.

“It was an honor to be

invited to film the dam re-

moval, and an even bigger

honor to be invited to film

this expedition,” Sears said.

“For far too long, In-

digenous people, myself

included, were afraid to be

themselves.

It was incredibly inspir-

ing to spend time with

these youth who were

pushing themselves physi-

cally while being

unapologetically true to

who they are.”

Kayakers: indigenous success, reconnection

Tribal youth upon reaching the Pacific shore.
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February fishery

Hooligan, eulachon,

oolichan, candlefish and

Thaleichthys paci f i cus  are

many names for the same

fish, pacific smelt. They are

small bait fish that serve

as food for many aquatic,

avian and terrestrial spe-

cies from salmon to sea

gulls to bears.  For tribes

on the West Coast of

North America they are an

important food and trade

item.

Historically for tribes,

smelt returned in February

and March to the Colum-

bia River at a time when

foods preserved over the

The Simnasho community

this month hosted the Forty-

Eighth Annual Lincoln’s

Powwow at the Simnasho

Longhouse (right).

KWSO photos

At the Forty-Eighth Annual Lincoln’s Powwow, the

Simnasho Longhouse, February 2025.

previous year are dwindling,

and smelt are the first fresh

fish of  the year.

They were eaten fresh,

dried or smoked and were

traded commercially; Cana-

dian tribes extracted smelt oil

March

as a commodity for medi-

cine and trade.   This month

Tribal Council, at the sug-

gestion of the  Branch of

Natural Resources-Fisher-

ies, opened the smelt fish-

ery of  the Cowlitz River.

Miss Warm Springs

This month Waurica

Miller was chosen as Miss

Warm Springs 2025. At the

March pageant, Audrey Polk

was runner-up. Both candi-

dates did a fantastic job, and

worked very hard in prepar-

ing.

From Lincoln’s Powwow

February 2025

Housing website

In March the Warm

Springs Housing Authority

announced the launch of the

official Housing website.

The address for the website

is www.wshousing.org

At this point . ,  the

website is still evolving and

Waurica Miller is crowned 2025 Miss Warm Springs.
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Tribal Council election

The membership in

March elected the Thirtieth

Tribal Council of  the Con-

federated Tribes of  Warm

Springs.  The following

nominees received the most

votes in their respective dis-

tricts, three for Agency and

Simnasho, and two for

Seekseequa.

Agency District: Dennis

White III, Jonathan W.

Smith, and Alvis Smith III.

Simnasho District: Lincoln

‘Jay’ Suppah, Carlos Calica,

and Raymond ‘Captain’

Moody.

Seekseequa District:

Rosie Tom, and Brigette

McConville.

They will join the three

chiefs, Wasco Chief

Jefferson Greene, Warm

Springs Chief Delvis Heath,

and Paiute Chief Joseph

Moses.  The swearing-in cer-

emony of the Thirtieth

Tribal Council is scheduled

for May 5.

there will be more features

added in the upcoming

months.

The site, though, as of

March includes informa-

tion about the Housing Au-

thority; the programs they

offer; various forms and

policies; as well as a copy

of our 2025 Indian Hous-

ing Plan.

In addition to providing

information, there is also

the ability to submit a work

order request online; sub-

mit an application for hous-

ing online; as well as sub-

mit an application for em-

ployment.

New home construction

Construction work is un-

derway on a Housing project

that will bring 10 new four-

and five-bedroom homes to

Warm Springs. Crews this

month are working on site

grading, and infrastructure, for

water, sewer and electrical.

Fish passage

During the 2024-2025 run,

a record number of adult

steelhead returned to the

Pelton-Round Butte hydro-

power project, as more than

950 fish passed upstream,

Power and Water Enterprises

reported this month.


