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After the 30-day, 310-mile descent of the newly

undammed Klamath River, Indigenous youth celebrate

while holding the Hoopa Valley Tribal flag: Isqotsxoyan

Scott, Kiahna Allen, Julian Rogers, ‘Ade’ts Rogers,

and Ruby Williams (from left).

Jarrette Werk/Underscore Native News
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In adventure sports and

whitewater kayaing in par-

ticular, a ‘first descent’ is a

great and rare achievement.

Over the time before the

Klamath River kayak de-

scent, the Native youth in-

cluding those from Warm

Springs had traveled to places

like Chile, Costa Rica,

Canada and Africa to train

and learn how to navigate

whitewater with professional

kayak instructors.

The training was provided

by the Paddle Tribal Waters

program, part of the non-

profit Ríos to Rivers.

The morning of the Kla-

math landing, after the 30-day

river descent, at the Klamath-

Pacific confluence, the sound

of Native drums and songs

blended with the cheers of

those on shore, as the bright

colored kayaks emerged from

the fog, led by two traditional

Redwood dugout canoes.

On the beach, one elder

was overcome with emotion

watching the youth kayakers.

She apologized to family

standing next to her. They

told her, ‘No, we can cry

grandma. Crying is part of

it. Crying is healing.’

“I look up and I see so

many family members there,

and so many community

members and my grandpar-

ents and everybody, and

someone who’s like my uncle

singing his song and drum-

ming for us, and I was like,

‘Oh my gosh. We’re actually

about to finish this. We ac-

tually did it,’” said Danielle

Frank, Hupa tribal member

and Yurok descendant, also

director of Development

and Community Relations

for Ríos to Rivers.

After the ceremonial land-

ing, everyone jumped in kay-

aks, rafts and boats to join tribal

elders, community members

and family at the boat dock for

a celebration. Youth and rep-

resentatives took turns sharing

about their experiences.

“It’s not just a river trip and

it’s not just a descent to us,”

Danielle said in her speech.

“This whole trip is really a

letter to our community. It’s a

letter of love—the love that

has been shown to us our en-

tire lives, the love we get to

show to each other and our-

selves that was wrapped into

this trip.  That’s what built this

trip, was knowing that we were

loved enough to be supported

to do something like this.”

Kayakers: first on restored Klamath River

by Jarrette Werk,

Underscore Native News
On staying cool this summer, by Travis Bobb.
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“A big thank you to

the Confederated Tribes

of  Warm Springs, Warm

Springs Power and Water

Enterprises, the Branch

of Natural Resources,

and the Warm Springs

community for making

this event a success,” said

Jennifer Rouda, founder

and principal of 7Skyline.

“It was a day full of

opportunities to share ideas

about the Tribes’ energy

future and learn about the

technologies that will help

power it,”

Power and Water Enter-

prises and their partners

extend sincere gratitude to

every exhibitor who partici-

pated, and to the event

sponsors:

Best Best & Krieger

LLP, Bright Night Power,

the Energy Trust of

Oregon, Energy West,

HP Inc. ,  Mayfield

Renewables, MN8 En-

ergy, Navajo Power, the

Oregon Department of

Energy, Pacific Power,

Portland General Elec-

tric, Red Cloud Renew-

able, Red Plains Profes-

sional Inc., Wasco Elec-

tric Cooperative, and

ZGlobal.

Energy Fair: Thank you to community, sponsors


