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Sales will only be allowed

off  reservation at tribally

owned and operated retail

stores within the state of Or-

egon.  Currently, medical

and recreational cannabis is

legally sold to adults over

the age of 21 throughout the

state of Oregon.

This project will be oper-

ated in a highly regulated,

secure, safe and controlled

indoor growing facility that

reflects the culture of our

environmental responsibility

as stewards of our land.

Cannabis: Tribal referendum in mid June

Daminwa—a word

rooted in the language of

the people of  the Warm

Springs reservation and

carries the weight of gen-

erations. It means ‘of  all

time,’ speaking to the

past, present, and future

in a single breath.

It reminds us that the

land is not just where we

walk; it is where we heal,

where we honor our an-

cestors, and where we

pass knowledge to those

who come after us.

For centuries, the

Warm Springs Tribes of

Oregon have looked to

the earth as a source of

medicine and renewal.

The rivers, the moun-

tains, the sage, and the

soil—each holds a power

that was never meant to

be taken, only shared.

Daminwa cannabis is

an extension of this wis-

dom, cultivated with the

same reverence our

people have always given

to the gifts of the land.

Our ancestors knew

that healing is not just

physical; it is spiritual.

They understood that

true medicine is found

not just in plants but in

the way they are grown,

in the hands that care

for them, and in the tra-

ditions that guide their

use.

Daminwa is more

than a product—it is a

continuation of this lin-

eage, a bridge between

ancient knowledge and

modern understanding.

With every leaf, with

every harvest, we honor

the land. With every use,

we honor those who came

before us. And with ev-

ery seed planted, we

honor the future.

This is Daminwa—The

Medicine of all Time.

Daminwa: The

Medicine of All Time Federal policy compli-

ance

With the release of the

‘Cole and Wilkinson Memo-

randa’ in 2013 and 2014 re-

spectively, the U.S. Depart-

ment of Justice announced

a programmatic policy for

its enforcement of the Con-

trolled Substances Act as it

relates to marijuana cultiva-

tion, use, possession and

sales.

While reserving ultimate

federal authority, the Depart-

ment of Justice will exercise

its discretion not to prosecute

Article submitted by Daminwa of the Confederated Tribes.

cultivation and retail sales of

medical or recreational mari-

juana provided a robust state

or tribal regulatory system is

in place, unless the activity

implicates other federal en-

forcement priority concerns.

Tribal Code and Regu-

latory Commission

Warm Springs Tribal

Code, Chapter 743, estab-

lishes the Cannabis Code,

the Cannabis Regulatory

Commission, and authority

for licensing and issuing per-

mits, collecting fees, estab-

lishing regulations to imple-

ment the Cannabis Code and

to protect public health and

safety. Warm Springs Tribal

Code, Chapter 744, estab-

lishes the Hemp code and

regulations.

Tribal, state inter-gov-

ernmental agreement

The intent is to coordinate

the regulation of production,

processing, sale and posses-

sion that recognize the inde-

pendent regulatory and en-

forcement obligations of

each sovereign.

Last week, the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers opened

Bonneville Dam’s spillway

gates, marking the beginning

of seasonal water releases

known as ‘spill.’

Within the first 12 hours,

nearly 13 billion gallons of

water barreled over the top

of the last man-made ob-

stacle young salmon face on

their journey from their

home streams across the

West and into the Pacific

Ocean.

Spill, which is now hap-

pening at each federal dam

along the Columbia-Snake

river system that has fish

passage, allows out-migrating

salmon to dodge the dams’

deadly turbines, increasing

their survival rate and even-

tual returns.

But this year, in addition

to battling hundreds of miles

of near-still water, predators

and a warming ocean, the

roughly 6.6 million roughly

pinky-finger-sized young fish

also face an administration

that has attacked the notion

of  using the West’s rivers for

anything but pure and im-

mediate commercial gain.

Even if the current spill

regime remains in place, re-

duced staff rolls at the fed-

eral agencies that manage the

Water spill for young salmon starts at Bonneville

Columbia could negatively

impact dam functions, said

Tom Lorz, a hydraulic en-

gineer and fish passage spe-

cialist who has been at the

Columbia River Inter-

Tribal Fish Commission

since the mid-1990s.

And without spill, the ba-

sin stands to lose the “best

way to keep fish from going

extinct,” he said.

“It’s a lot of  uncertainty,”

Lorz said of the current po-

litical environment, “which is

never a good thing when

you’re trying to manage fish-

eries or endangered species or

trying to make sure you’ve got

a plan going forward.”

Wate releaser for young salmon start at Bonneville.
CRITFC

A group of Oregon law-

makers has requested the

U.S. Department of  Com-

merce to declare a federal

fishery resource disaster for

the 2024 Oregon Troll

Salmon Fishery.

Senators Jeff Merkley

and Ron Wyden joined U.S.

representatives Suzanne

Bonamici, Andrea Salinas,

Val Hoyle, Maxine Dexter

and Janelle Bynum in mak-

ing the request as “the dec-

laration is critical to provide

economic relief  to Oregon’s

fisheries and coastal commu-

Salmon situation may lead to

federal disaster declaration

nities.”

The move comes after

2024 saw Oregon’s Troll

Salmon Fishery struggle

amidst the worsening effects

of climate change, increased

drought and shifting ocean

conditions, leading to poor

salmon returns.

With this in mind, the

ODFW estimates the 2025

Chinook salmon populations

likely will not have a high

enough yield to meet the tar-

gets of summer Chinook

fisheries.

The Confederated Tribes of

Warm Springs and the Seniors

program will host Senior Day this

year on Friday, May 9.


