
A recent and generous do-

nation to the Museum at

Warm Springs is an original

HistoRelief map of the

Warm Springs Reservation

dated 1949.  Paul Cary, from

Columbia, Missouri, made

the donation of the interest-

ing framed map.

“This wonderful map has

found its new home in our

Archives,” said Elizabeth

Woody, museum executive

director. “We are very grate-

ful to Paul—a longtime

friend, member, donor and

supporter of our museum—

for this donation.”

The 1949 pictorial map

was compiled by Indian

Agents Ralph M. Shane and

Ruby D. Leno of  the Upper

Chinook Tribe.

Pictorial vignettes highlight

historical events, Native

American culture, frontier

life and the conflicts between

white settlers and Native

Americans. Shane and Leno

beautifully illustrated the

reservation’s topography, bril-

liantly rendering mountain

ranges, buttes and river val-

leys.

Illustrations depict mills

constructed by the U.S. gov-

ernment, explorers trekking

through the area, and histori-

cal moments such as the sign-

ing of the ‘supplemental

treaty of  1865,’ a nullified

document.

Dotted and dashed lines

trace the McQuinn Survey,

Campbell Survey and

Handley Survey, which

played a role in establishing

the reservation’s boundaries.

Bold lines follow the Old

Indian Trail and the routes of

Nathaniel J., Wyeth, Peter

Skene Ogden, and John C.

Fremont through the region

and the Warm Springs Cut-
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Prior to the immigration

of settlers to the Northwest

in the mid-19th century, and

then eventual development

of large dams blocking fish

passageway along the river,

the Columbia River basin was

teeming with anadromous

salmon and steelhead return-

ing from the ocean annually.

Jeremy FiveCrows, com-

munications director for the

Columbia River Inter-Tribal

Fish Commission, said 15 to

20 million adult salmon and

steelhead returned to the

basin historically, which “rep-

resented an annual infusion

of so much nutrient wealth

that fed this entire ecosys-

tem.”

By the 1990s, that num-

ber had dipped to a little over

1 million. It has since grown

to more than 2 million, still a

far cry from its heyday and

not even halfway to a con-

servation goal of  5 million.

“We all live in an impov-

erished ecosystem compared

to what it was historically,”

FiveCrows, Niimiipuu, citi-

zen of  the Nez Perce Tribe,

said.

Fish conservation has

been a priority for many sci-

entists and organizations

since the latter half of the

20th century—something

that Indigenous people along

the river have known is im-

portant since time immemo-

rial.

Since the 1980 Northwest

Power Act, the Northwest

Power and Conservation

Council, NWPCC, has been

monitoring adult salmon and

steelhead returns to the Co-

lumbia River Basin.

“Although the NWPCC

focuses on the entire Colum-

bia River Basin, the losses we

are trying to make up for are

due just to hydropower de-

velopment,” said Kate Self,

a program scientist in the

Council’s Fish and Wildlife

Program.

The 10-year rolling aver-

age from 2014-2023 stands

at 2.3 million fish, which is

about the same average of

the previous 10 years, ac-

cording to a Dec. 10 report

from the NWPCC. It’s still

well below the Council’s tar-

get, which is 5 million annual

returns of adult salmon and

steelhead to the Columbia

River Basin.

The construction of the

hydrosystem throughout the

Columbia River Basin cut

off almost 50 percent of all

available habitat across the

region until some fish pas-

sages were built, according

to Patty O’Toole, fish and

wildlife director for the

Council. Even with fish pas-

sages, restoration faces sig-

nificant challenges.

“It takes a lot of restora-

tion to keep up with devel-

opment and population

growth,” O’Toole said.

“The status quo is no

longer acceptable, especially

when you have stocks on the

brink of  extinction,” said

Donella Miller, citizen of

Yakama Nation, fisheries sci-

ence manager at CRITFC.

“In the face of climate

change, things in the envi-

ronment are going to be-

come more challenging so

we need to move beyond

that and take further action.”

While the rolling average

from the last 10 years is still

about 50 percent lower than

the numbers that NWPCC

would like to see, it does

point to success from con-

servation efforts along the

river.

That many returning fish

is an improvement from the

1990s when the average

dipped to its lowest since the

beginning of the program at

1.3 million, according to the

report.

“Increased salmon and

steelhead abundance in the

Columbia River Basin—es-

pecially above Bonneville

Dam—over the past 40

years marks important

progress,” said NWPCC

Council Member Louie Pitt,

who represents Oregon and

is a citizen of the Confed-

erated Tribes of  the Warm

Springs, according to a press

release.

“These fish still face se-

vere stresses from climate

change, pressures from hu-

man population growth in

the Basin, and other environ-

mental impacts. Some stocks

are struggling right now.

“We cannot ease up in our

collective efforts to help

these fish populations grow

stronger and larger every-

where we can—including in

blocked areas of our Basin

such as above Chief Joseph

and Grand Coulee Dams.”

Salmon and steelhead

abundance above the dams,

particularly the Bonneville

Dam, is crucial for subsis-

tence fishing for Native na-

tions along the river, sport

fishing and natural repro-

duction.

It is also essential for

the  b iod ive r s i t y  and

health of the Columbia

River Basin.

Flatline salmon, steelhead numbers a success and cautionary tale

off  Highway.

“It’s a beautiful, intricate

and highly detailed map,”

Elizabeth said. “It’s an impor-

tant document and an abso-

lute treasure.”

An image of the 1949 reservation map, a generous donation to the museum.

A report  this winter
from the Northwest
Power and Conserva-
tion Council shows a
rolling 10-year aver-
age return of 2.3 mil-
lion adult salmon and
steelhead to the Co-
lumbia River Basin
annually, higher than
the 1990s but only
ha l fway  to  the
Council’s goal of  5
million and far lower
than historic returns.
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Council shall appoint

at Counting Board for

the purpose of counting

the results of the elec-

tions.

The Counting Board

shall consist of four per-

sons, and the Tribal

Council will appoint one

of the four members as

Chairman.

All members of the

Election and Counting

boards shall be members

of the Confederated

Tribes of  Warm Springs;

and shall not be appointed

to such positions in an

election where they or a

member of their imme-

diate family are a candi-

date for election, or where

they may personally have

an interest in the election

different from the inter-

ests of the membership

at large.

It shall be the duty of

the Election Board to

supervise the election at

the voting place where

they are designated to

serve.

The Vital Stats De-

par tment Super visor

shall furnish to the Elec-

tion Board an up to date

voter list showing the

district in which each of

the voters is entitled to

Positions on Election

and Counting boards

vote; and insofar as the

Election Board is con-

cerned such voter list

shall be final.

It shall be the duty of

the Election Board to su-

pervise the election at the

voting place where they

are designated to serve.

The Vital Stats Depart-

ment Supervisor shall fur-

nish to the Election

Board an up to date voter

list showing the district in

which each of the voters

is entitled to vote; and in-

sofar as the Election

Board is concerned such

voter list shall be final.

The Election Board

shall insure that all per-

sons whose names are

shown on the voter list

shall have an opportu-

nity to vote in the dis-

trict where they are reg-

istered and that no per-

sons whose names are

not on the voting list for

that district shall vote.

Inval ids and persons

hospitalized or incarcer-

ated and unable to travel

to the voting place shall

have their ballots col-

lected by a two person

team composed of a

member of the Election

Board and a member of

the Counting Board.

“We cannot ease up
in our collective

efforts to help these
fish populations

grow stronger and
larger ever ywhere
we can—including

in blocked areas of
our Basin such as

above Chief  Joseph
and Grand Coulee

Dams.”

Louie Pitt

Northwest Power

Planning Council


