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At this month’s Tribal

Nations Summit in Wash-

ington, D.C., the Depart-

ments of the Interior, Edu-

cation, and Health and

Human Services released a

10-year National Plan on

Native Language Revital-

ization.

The plan outlines a com-

prehensive, government-

wide strategy to support the

revitalization, protection,

preservation and reclama-

tion of  Native languages.

The plan, a joint effort

of the agencies, charts a

path to help address the

U.S. government’s role in

the loss of Native languages

across the continental

United States, Alaska and

Hawaii.

The National Plan on

Native Language Revital-

ization is part of the work

to confront the systematic

and deliberate campaign by

the United States to forc-

ibly assimilate Indigenous

peoples and eradicate Na-

tive languages and cul-

tures—a campaign exten-

sively documented by Sec-

retary Deb Haaland’s Fed-

eral Indian Boarding School

Initiative.

“Indigenous languages

are central to our cultures,

our life ways, and who we

are as people,” Secretary

Haaland said.

“They connect us to our

ancestors, to our home-

lands, and to our place in

the world. This ambitious

plan represents the

administration’s commit-

ment to address the wrongs

of the past and restore

what has been taken from

us.”

Secretary of Education

Miguel Cardona added: “I

always say: ‘multilingualism

is a superpower’—and that

includes Native American

languages.

“During my time as Sec-

retary of Education, I’ve

been fortunate to travel

through Indian Country

and learn beautiful words

in Oneida, Dakota, and

Nakota languages. One

thing was crystal clear:

when young people re-

claim their native lan-

guages, they reconnect

deeply with who they are

and where they come

from.

“But Native peoples

have suffered from

shameful policies that

aimed to eradicate these

languages and cultures for

too long. I am hopeful that

this national plan is a start

to the federal govern-ment’s

remediation of its partici-

pation in those policies.

“And I am hopeful we

can all choose to keep

fighting for a future where

Native communities have

the tools and support to

keep their languages alive

and their cultures thriving.”

Secretary of Health

and Human Services

Xavier Becerra com-

mented: “We use language

to write history, share

knowledge, map the fu-

ture, and pass down tradi-

tions.

“Investing in language

revitalization strengthens

communities and contrib-

utes to their resiliency.

HHS is a proud and criti-

cal contributor to this co-

ordinated effort and the

benefits it will deliver.”

Plan aspects

The plan addresses a

chronic under-investment

in Native language revital-

ization to date.

The Bureau of Indian

Education, the BIE, funds

187 schools for American

Indian and Alaska Native

students and is tasked with

providing Indigenous stu-

dents with a culturally-rel-

evant high-quality educa-

tion—yet it received no

dedicated funding for lan-

guage revitalization until

2017 and annual appro-

priations have not ex-

ceeded $7.5 million for any

one budget year in the

years since.

The plan released today

calls for a $16.7 billion in-

vestment for Native lan-

guage revitalization pro-

grams for federally recog-

nized tribes and the Native

Hawaiian Community.

Developed in consulta-

tion with Tribal Nations,

non-profit organizations,

subject-matter experts, and

key stakeholders, the plan

calls for:

Expanding access to

immersion language envi-

ronments by:

Supporting 100 lan-

guage nests, educational

programs, that provide

childcare and instruction in

a Native language for chil-

dren under the age of

seven.

Funding: 100 new k-12

Native language immer-

sion schools, educational

institutions where at least

50-percent of instruction

is conducted in a Native

language.

Supporting 37 centers

dedicated to language

preservation, instruction

and cultural studies to re-

vitalize and support lan-

guage and culture, includ-

ing those at Tribal Colleges

and Universities.

Providing scholarships

for families to support lan-

guage and culture.

Bolstering community-

led revitalization efforts by:

Supporting 100 men-

tor-apprentice programs—

initiatives pairing fluent

speakers with adult learn-

ers for intensive language

transmission.

Restructuring the way

federal funds are allocated

to support Tribal sover-

eignty and self-determina-

tion through a flexible

funding model that flows

money directly to Tribes

and Native Hawaiian Or-

ganizations. Among many

aspects.
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