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For countless generations up to

the present time, and for various

reasons, the Sandy River is a place

of great importance to tribal

members. There are the ancestral

ties, the fish and connection to

other first foods, history and tribal

culture.

Native representation is espe-

cially needed on the newly form-

ing Sandy River Watershed Coun-

cil, a group in the process of com-

ing together.

Mr. Roy Iwai, who works for

Multnomah County, is part of  the

effort to form the new council.

He and others involved in this

work are especially interested in

having the essential tribal repre-

sentation on the watershed coun-

cil.

Some preparation work regard-

ing the project is already available,

looking toward the formation of  the

watershed council: Through com-

munity engagement and outreach,

including with the tribes, the 2023

Sandy River Watershed Community

Research Project: Findings and Rec-

ommendations provides the project

background.

The report explains the overall

purpose of the council, and details

aspects of the Sandy River that

people find most important. In-

cluded in the report is a section on

‘Indigenous Community Members’.

This section includes topics—

Importance of the Sandy River
watershed, Visions for a healthy

watershed, Concerns about the wa-

tershed, Recommendations—and

responses of tribal members who

participated in preparing the report.

An example of a member concern:

“There’s a fear of  privatization

of  land, and that there’s no protec-

tion for access to that. And I think

that really is intertwined with treaty

rights as well. Once that happens,

you are impacting customary hunt-

ing, gathering and fishing areas for

the tribes that have policy rights to

the watershed…”

For information on the report,

the watershed council, or any other

question about the project, Roy Iwai

can be reached 971-276-1387.

Another contact is Jeff Hogle of

the tribes’ Branch of Natural Re-

sources Planning Department. He

can be reached at:

jeff.hogle@ctwsbnr.org

For Native views on Sandy River


