
Federal regulation is impacting

how museums display Native

American objects, or are required

to return items to tribes.  The High

Desert Museum in Bend recently

emerged as a leader in ethical prac-

tices for Native American artifact

curation and repatriation.

With the new rules that took ef-

fect this year, requiring museums

to reassess their exhibit strategies,

the High Desert Museum’s com-

mitment to appropriate represen-

tation and repatriation of Native

American artifacts sets a commend-

able standard. The museum staff

often works with members of the

Confederated Tribes.

Returning items

The High Desert Museum has

been proactive in ensuring its dis-

plays respect and honor Native

American history and culture.

This dedication was highlighted

when executive director Dana

Whitelaw confirmed the museum’s

ongoing efforts to comply with the

Native American Graves Protec-

tion and Repatriation Act. In a

move towards transparency and ac-

countability, the museum an-

nounced in the Federal Register its

plans to repatriate over 100 items,

including artifacts once removed

from Wasco County, and from

Klickitat County, Washington.

Engagement with Native Ameri-

can communities has been a cor-

nerstone of  the museum’s approach.

This collaborative relationship

has not only facilitated a more in-

clusive narrative within the

museum’s exhibits, and also fostered

a deeper understanding and appre-

ciation among its visitors. The tribes

appreciate the museum’s approach,

said Robert Brunoe, secretary-trea-

surer and chief executive officer of

the tribes.

Bend museum a leader in ethical

display of Native artifacts

The Sahaptin- or Ichishkeen-

speaking Teninos, the Wyams of

the lower Deschutes, Tukspushes,

and Tyghs of the upper Deschutes

are the band of  the the Warm

Springs Tribe.

The Warm Springs people

joined the Wascos in signing the

Treaty of 1855, creating the

reser vation, ceding 10-million

acres of  land to the government,

keeping the fishing , hunting and

gathering rights on the ceded

properties.

The Warm Springs and

A look at the river people home life

Summer home of a Warm

Springs family, circa 1800:

The tule mat lodge from a

summer village near the river

was a family’s home from

March through November. In

winter, the people moved to

more sheltered streamside

villages.

Wascos later joined the Paiute

people in moving to the Warm

Springs Reservation in the years

and decades after 1855.

The Museum at Warm Springs

includes an exhibit of  Warm

homelife of  the nineteenth century,

shown here in photos.

The museum re-opens next

Tuesday, March 13 featuring a

brand new heating , cooling and

ventilation system.

A parfleche (right): This

is a stiff rawhide

container used to carry

dried meat, clothing, or

ceremonial objects.

Native American Netroots/KOS

Adult Basic Skills for spring

2024 are offered through Cen-

tral Oregon Community College,

including in Warm Springs.

These classes teach GED skills

and English.

Improve your skills in read-

ing, writing, speaking, math and

computers for the GED exam,

college credit courses and work.

A fee of $30 is required, though

scholarships are available.

Classes are in Warm Springs,

Madras, Redmond, Bend and

Prineville. See the website:

cocc.edu/departments/adult-

basic-skills

Or contact Warm Springs

Higher Education at 541-553-

3311.

Spring GED
courses in W.S.


