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Aja DeCoteau, executive

director of the Columbia

River Inter-Tribal Fish Com-

mission, has joined the Na-

tional Parks System Advi-

sory Board.

Secretary of the Interior

Deb Haaland, who is La-

guna-Pueblo, made the ap-

pointment last week. Ms.

DeCoteau is the first Native

American to serve on the

Parks advisory board in its

88-year history.

In this role, Ms.

DeCoteau will advise Secre-

tary Haaland and the direc-

tor of the National Park Ser-

vice, Chuck Sams, who is

Cayuse-Walla Walla, on mat-

ters relating to the Park

Service’s work.

Aja is a citizen of the

Confederated Tribes and

Bands of  the Yakama Na-

tion, and has tribal lineage

with the Cayuse, Nez Perce

and Turtle Mountain Band

of  Chippewa Indians.

She has over two decades

of experience working on

natural resource manage-

ment and policy issues in the

Columbia River basin. She

earned a bachelor’s degree in

Environmental Studies from

Dartmouth College, and her

Master’s degree in Environ-

mental Management from

Yale University.

“Growing up in Indian

Country on the lands of the

Yakama Nation,” Ms.

DeCoteau said, “I have al-

ways held a deep appreciation

and sense of stewardship for

our sacred waters and lands

that provide our people with

our first foods.

“I am honored to accept

this appointment to help ad-

vise Secretary Haaland, di-

rector Sams and the Na-

tional Park System as we

work to continue to provide

all visitors of current and fu-

ture generations the oppor-

tunity to take in and enjoy

the natural beauty and wild-

life of  this country.”

In addition to its advisory

role, the board also has a

regulatory role in recom-

mending new National

Natural Landmarks and

National Historic Land-

marks and provides recom-

mendations regarding the

national historic significance

of proposed National His-

toric Trails.

In recognition of the

importance of hearing

from tribal perspectives

when making management

decisions that impact pub-

lic lands and waters, Sec-

retary Haaland added a re-

quirement that at least one

member of the board be

from a federally recog-

nized tribe.

Aja DeCoteau

CRITFC director joins Parks advisory board
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2020

GMC

Sierra -

40,418

miles -

$50,995
#97351A

2017

GMC

Sierra -

55,861

miles -

$40,995
#41548a

2020

Buick

Encore -

53,477

miles -

$20,995

#06375B

2017

Buick

Encore -

40,465

miles -

$18,995
#62480

2021

GMC
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36,554

miles -

$55,995

#19187A
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GMC

Sierra -
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miles -

$44,995
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Ford F-
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2,177
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$93,995
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2020
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Chevrolet
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GMC
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2018

GMC
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miles -

$33,995

#CO159A


