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The Kindergarten Sum-

mer Acceleration Camp of

the Jefferson County 509-J

school district is coming up

August 1-19, Monday

through Friday from 9 a.m.

to 12:30 p.m. at the Warm

Springs Academy.

This is for students enter-

ing kindergarten in Septem-

ber.

The summer program will

enhance your child’s reading,

math and language develop-

ment skills through STEM—

Science, Technology, Engi-

neering and Match.

Please call the

Jefferson County

Community Learning

Center at 541-475-

0388 with any ques-

tions.

Students must be regis-

tered with the district as an

incoming kindergartner to be

eligible for the summer pro-

gram. You can register at the

509-J website; or stop by the

district office.

First through Eighth

The district is also offer-

ing a free summer accelera-

tion program for students

entering first- through eighth-

grade in September 2022.

The program enhances stu-

dents’ reading, math and lan-

guage through STEM.

The program will be Au-

gust 1-19, Monday through

Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the

Warm Springs Academy.

Please call 541-475-0388

for information. Register at

the website.

Strong start

The school district

is offering a summer

program for incom-

ing freshman at Ma-

dras High School.

Dates are August 1-19, Mon-

day through Friday, 9 a.m.

to 3 p.m. at the high school.

School credit recovery

The district is offering a

credit recovery program to

Student Acceleration starts Monday

The Oregon Tribal Stu-

dent Grant is a new grant

program, able to pay for

most or all public college-re-

lated expenses—including

tuition, housing, books, and

other costs not covered by

other grants—for eligible

Oregon tribal students.

It can be applied toward

undergraduate or graduate

study at Oregon public col-

leges and universities, as well

as eligible private non-profit

institutions, where award

amounts can go up to the

public institution maximum

level, in the upcoming 2022-

23 school year.

After all federal and state

grants and scholarships have

been applied, the Oregon

Tribal Student Grant can be

used toward your remaining

cost of attendance.

To be eligible for the pro-

gram students must be an

enrolled member of one of

the nine federally recognized

tribes in Oregon, such as the

Confederated Tribes of

Warm Springs.

Students must also be en-

rolled or accepted for en-

rollment at an Oregon col-

lege or university and a

valid FAFSA or ORSAA

for the 2022-23 academic

year.

Additional eligibility infor-

mation can be found on the

Oregon Tribal Student Grant

website.

 The priority deadline for

students enrolling in the fall

2022 term is August 1. To

meet this deadline students

must have a valid 2022-23

FAFSA or ORSAA and sub-

mit an application.

Additional application

windows may open later for

other academic terms if

funding allows.

If you have questions or

need additional information

you can call 541-687-7400

or email:

publicprograms@hecc.oregon.

gov

The Oregon Tribal Stu-

dent Grant is an exciting op-

portunity to get money for

college. Apply today!

Oregon Tribal Students
grant deadline soon

all Jefferson County high

school students in grades 9-

12. During this time, students

will be able to complete or

retake any courses that need

to be completed. Dates are

August 1-19, Monday

through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3

p.m. at the Bridges High

School or at Madras High

School. Call 541-475-0388

with questions.

    aughing children chase

the swirling, iridescent orbs

that bloom from a bubble

machine. Tantalizing scents

of cheese and bread waft

from a pile of  pizza boxes.

The drum circle fills the air

with a deep-throated melody.

As dignified elders keep a

watchful eye on the proceed-

ings, young tribal citizens

wait in line to receive a gift

of  new shoes. 

One young boy takes his

seat. A volunteer crouches

down to his level and says

“Hello.”

“Before we get your

shoes, we are going to do a

water blessing on your feet,”

the volunteer explains.

“Would you like to do that?”

The boy agrees. 

Along with their shoes,

children received hand-writ-

ten cards with colored pen-

cil art.

“We believe that water

gives life, and we pray that

your shoes will bring new life

to you and your family,” the

volunteer says, pouring wa-

ter over the boy’s feet. Soon

a shoebox arrives. What color

might the mysterious shoes

inside be? 

“Blue?” the boy ventures.

The volunteer slowly opens

the box, and a broad smile

spreads across the boy’s face

as he sees the blue shoes in-

side. Nearby, several tribal el-

ders, grandchildren in arms,

smile their approval.

The Adventist Churches

of  Madras, Pleasant Valley

and Redmond collaborated

on the event in cooperation

with the tribes and with fund-

ing from Samaritans’ Feet.

Tribal leadership contrib-

uted food for families in

Seventh-day Adventist churches
bring smiles, shoes to Warm Springs

Story by Rachel Scribner

North American Division News

Adventists Review

L
    he tribes’ summer

youth work program is a

great chance for young

people to learn new things

while earning money and

having fun. A good example

is the youth team helping

Emily Courtney this sum-

mer at the Painted Pony

Espresso shop at the Plaza,

next to the casino.

This summer the youth

at the shop are Kalyssa

Fuentes, her sister Fontaine

Fuentes, and Katelyn

Tanewasha. “I like meeting

the customers, getting to

know new people, and learn-

ing how to make all the

drinks,” Kalyssa, who will be

high school freshman in the

fall, was saying the other

morning. She’s working this

summer through Health and

Human Services.

Her sister Fontaine adds,

“I also like that we’re en-

couraged to try new things,

to be creative with the

drinks.” In fact, the drink

special board by the shop

counter features all drinks

that are original creations by

the summer workers. This

week these include coffees

like Cinnamon Roll, Cherry

Kimiko Danzuka Mitchell smiles while holding

her granddaughter at the shoe giveaway event.

David and Bev Hall, Bramblestone Photography

need and provided a drum

circle. Four hundred twenty-

five children either received

shoes at the event or will get

them soon by delivery. The

Adventist churches raised

additional funds and staffed

the event with volunteers.

Seth Cantu, pastor of the

Madras church, stresses that

the shoe presentation should

not be seen as an isolated out-

reach event. Rather, it is one

step in building a lasting part-

nership.

Many tribes are justifiably

skeptical of Christian groups

coming onto their reserva-

tions due to poor follow-up,

or worse. Addressing the con-

cerns, Cantu worked to cre-

ate a script for those who

were washing feet and pre-

senting shoes, with guidance

from Candace Jimenez, a citi-

zen of the Confederated

Tribes of  Warm Springs.

Ms. Jimenez grew up on

the reservation and now at-

tends the Pleasant Valley

church. “I was really think-

ing about what it meant to be

a tribal person, volunteering

in my own community with a

church. It can be really heavy

in a way,” Candace said.

“I want to be thoughtful

about having a church come

into a tribal community and

having it done right. We can

see from history that there’s

a lot of times it hasn’t been

done right.”

In the end, both Ms.

Jimenez and Pastor Cantu felt

the start was a positive one

and that the tribes appreci-

ated the cultural sensitivity

and respect their guests dis-

played. “We literally are shav-

ing years off of the timeline

for the relationship,” Cantu

said. 

Candace spoke with her

uncle, tribal elder Dan

Martinez, on the day of the

event. “I could just tell that

he held a lot of  joy, having

been a part of it, and having

been a connector—connect-

ing Pastor Seth with the right

people,” Candace said.

In the end, the day was a

great success for the many

young people who received

the new shoes and socks, as

well as for the churches and

their volunteers.

Turnover and Candy Bar, to

name a few.

“I like working here,”

Katelyn says, “because I like

being open to new experi-

ences, and learning to make

the drinks.”

Also this summer at

Painted Pony Espresso they

choose a different theme for

each day they are open. This

week, for instance, includes

‘90s Throwback Day, Crazy

Hair, Dress Like Someone

You Admire Day, followed by

Dress Like Your Boss Day.

You can stop by the shop

by Indian Head Casino, the

address being 3240 Walsey

Lane, Suite 1. Or you can call

in a drink at 541-797-9688.

You can pick up or have de-

livered. Painted Pony is open

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday

and Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

They’re closed on Wednes-

days for training day.

Summer at Painted Pony Espresso

Working this summer at Painted Pony Espresso

are Fontaine Fuentes, Katelyn Tanewasha and

Kalyssa Fuentes.
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