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IHS updates Covid-19 data

The Indian Health Ser-
has updated its
coronavirus data, showing
results as of September 0.

According to the data,
across Indian Country as
tested by IHS: 42,911 tests
have returned positive for
Covid-19.

That represents an in-

vice

crease of 0.14 percent from
the 42,853 cases previously
reported by the IHS.

Altogether, 691,091
coronavirus tests have been
administered through Sep-
tember 6, the data shows.
That marks an increase of
0.18 percent from the day
priof.

The low growth rates in
Covid-19 cases and tests are
indicative of a lull in data
seen during weekends. How-
ever, since July 21 there has
slowdown of
coronavirus activity reported
by the IHS.

Overall, 6.2 percent of
THS coronavirus tests have

been a

returned positive, according
to the data. But the rate is
far higher in the Phoenix
Area, where almost 15 per-
cent are positive.

Next is the Navajo Area,

which serves the largest res-
ervation in the United
States. But even with al-
most 13.7 percent of tests
returning positive, the rate
has fallen steadily over the
last couple of months, fol-
lowing a noticeable decline
as the region with the high-
est rate.

The Tucson Area, which
covers southern Arizona,
shows a high positive rate
of 8.9 percent. It has over-
taken the Nashville Area, as
well as the Portland Area, as
the region with the third
highest rate within the IHS
system.

The high rates in the
Phoenix, Navajo and Tuc-
son regions indicate a dispro-
portionate toll of the
coronavirus among IHS pa-
tients in the state of Arizona.

On the other end of the
spectrum, aggressive efforts
in the Alaska Area are turn-
ing up very few cases. Out
of 153,444 tests adminis-
tered in Alaska, only 0.84
percent have returned posi-
tive, the data shows.

The Alaska Area also far
outnumbers every other
area—including Navajo—

in terms of tests adminis-
tered. The Oklahoma City
Area remains in the second
spot.

The data, however, is in-
complete. While 100 percent
of facilities run directly by
the IHS ate reporting data,
only 33 percent of tribally
managed facilities and 44
percent of urban Indian or-
ganizations are doing the
same, the agency has told
Indianz.Com.

The IHS service popula-
tion for 2019 was 2,562,290.
Based on that figure, almost
27 percent of American In-
dians and Alaska Natives
have been tested for the
coronavirus since the THS
began reporting data in
March.

The IHS user population,
on the other hand, is 2 much
smaller number. As of 2019,
1,662,834 American Indians
and Alaska Natives have
lived within a service deliv-
ery area and have received
health care at an THS or
tribal facility during the pre-
vious three years. Based on
the user population, almost
41.6 percent of Native
Americans have been tested.

« Stay home until 14 days after your
last contact.

« Check your temperature twice a day
and watch for symptoms of COVID-19.

« Ifpossible, stay away from people who
are at higher-risk for getting very sick
from COVID-19.
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« Stay home until after

— 3 days with no fever and

- Symptoms improved and

- 10days since symptoms
first appeared

If you tested positive for COVID-19
but do not have symptoms

«Stay home until after

— 10 days have passed since your
positive test.

If you live with others, stay in a specific
“sick room” or area and away from other
people oranimals, including pets. Use a
separate bathroom, if available.
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cdc.gov/coronavirus

HAVE SYMPTOMS? GET TESTED.

COUGH FEVER

DIARRHEA

SORE THROAT

Jefferson County

Y

Public Health

SHORTNESS
OF BREATH

DECREASED SENSE
OF SMELL OR TASTE

MUSCLE ACHES

AND PAINS If you have cough,

fever, shortness of
breath, muscle
aches and pains,
diarrhea, sore throat
or decreased sense
of smell or taste,
talk to your Health
Care Provider about
getting tested.

Keep up to date with guidelines and
numbers during reopening here

https:i//govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19



