ICMSE N IHS students and Columbia Bank to present a check ta Jefferson Caunty Food Bank,

JCMS students raise funds to
help feed families in need

Last month, Jefterson County Middle School students hosted a Halloween
dance and haunted house to support their local feod bank. It was one of their
most well-attended dances, raising S573 dollars tor the Jefferson County Food
Bank.

“The food bank is a big part of our community,” said JOMS 8ch grader
Connor Comimgore. It helps a lot of famihics.”

The dance was organized by the middle school’s National Jumor Honor
Socicry, a group of abour 20 students with grade point averages of 3.5 or higher.

According to 7th grade science reacher and NJHS advisor Steve Cox, its the
students who come up with fundraising ideas and plan them.

“The kids really run the entire thing,” said Cox. “We also had suppaort from
our neighbors at Columbia Bank. They donated an extra S125 tor a total of
T

The haunted house included a ot of surprise scares, a fog maching, a scary

clown and a crawling robor.

“The haunted house brought in way maore people to the dance,” sawd T.L
Stout, grade 8. "W heard a lot of sercams,” added 8th grader Brook Delamarten

In addition to the fun and screams, Principal White said he was proud of the
students for their leadership,

“JONIS is truly blessed to have such amazing studenes that continue to find
ways to help therr community,™ said White,
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Students inthe JCMS AVID program take part in )l Like My Neighbors"team building exercise.

Students on track for college at JCMS

What does it take to get o middle school student on track for college? It takes

a spectal teacher like Desceray Duncan, Duncan, who teaches English Language
Development at Jefferson County Middle School, also coordinates a program
called AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination . AVID is an clective

ass lor students who might be the brst in thenr familics to graduace from high

X
school or attend college. Students with a grade pomt average between 2.3 and
3.5, who rake the AVID class, learn specific skills that will help them prepare for
suceess in high school, college, and carcers.

“Qur goal is to work with students who are tradimionally underrepresented
in higher education,” said Duncan. = We work with them on organization, note-
raking and reading strategics that will help them be successtul now and i the
future.”

D uncan explamed that AVID students learn the Cornell method of taking
and organizing notes that is commonly used ac the college level They also spend
time setting goals, reviewing progress and tracking their grade poime averages to
understand where they are improving and where they need exura support.

“The community building thar takes place n the AVID classroom s really
huge,” said Duncan. “The students hecome an AVID famialy where chev work as
a tean, help cach other out and become role models. [Us amazing to watch ther
growth and progress i the program during the vear”
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i B _ Calendar
I NMIIS Drama presents ELEF 7 — 8:30 pm

2 NS Drama presents ELE 7 = 8:30 pm

5 Bulf Elementary Winter Lessons Recital 6 - 7330 pm

7 JOMS Winter Coneert 7 -9 pm

B Madras Elementary Winter Concert | — 2 pm

9 4eh Annual Holiday Gala 7 -9 pin

12 Butf Elementary Winter Concerr 12:45 — 243

13 Madras Elementary Winter Lessons Recital 6-7:30 pm

9 JONMS NJTIS Induction Ceremony 6-6:30) pm

14 NS Band Winter Concert 7 -9 pm

24 Living Hope Christian Center Xmas Eve Service 10 am - Noon
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Calendar

November

20-24 No School — Thanksgiving Break
27 School Board Meeting/7 pm

December

11 School Board Meeting/7 pm

Jefferson County School District =»

445 SE Buff Street, Madras, OR 97741 |
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JCMS 8th grade WER leader s attended a Peace lam leadership conference in Octaber.

JCMS students attend leadership
conference in Springfield

JONIS counsclor Peter Hower 1s always looking tor wavs to help middle
school studenes develop leadership skills and a broader world view. He recently
took a group of student leaders to a one dav leadership conference in Springficld,
Orcgon, called Peace]am Northwest,

The PeaceJam Foundation s an international organization whosce mission
is to create yvoung leaders comumitted to positive change in themselves, their
communitics, and the world through the mspiration of Nobel Peace Laurcates
who pass on the spirit, skills, and wisdom they embaody.

WEB leaders who attended the Peace]am conference heard speakers, attended
workshops and participated in discussions about how vouth can tackle big issucs
k by Ed Lictle Crow,
a Dakota elder and long-time activist for Native American rights and civil rights

like racism and climare change, The students listened to ata
E

in general.

T.). Stour, grade 8. said he learned a lot about the treatment of Native
Americans and what they had to go through in the past

“They also raught us about climate change and different things that atfecr our
socicty,” said Stout.

Heavenly Sierra, grade 8, said she lked talking wich adults about being a teen.

“Wie ta

day and how we can handle i, said Sierra, “Things like family issucs, bullving,

ked abour the pain that some teens have and the war we face every

deep depression and going home to one parent or no parents at al
One topic that Bch grader Amy Melgarcjo found especially mteresting was
TACTSI,

“INearned how people try to say that racism is gone, bur ics still going on,”

said Melgarejo., “You can even sce it in sc
lunch.”

wol by who we hang out with at

On the bus ride home, Hower and the students talked about how they can
help make the culture at school more welconming and inclusive.

“We want to make sure people don't feel lefr out, ™ said Sierra.

Hower said the WEB leaders will be talking more about things they can do at
school to put what they learned at the conference into action.
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JOMS Web leaders, who help 6th graders feel comfortable in middle school, will have their hand
prints on the school wall in June when they graduate.

JCMS: A place where everyone belongs

Fighth grade students at Jefferson County Middle School are learning

leadership skills while mentoring vounger classmates as part of a program called
WEB {Where Evervone Belongsl. The WEB leaders buddy up with 6th graders

at the beginning of the school year to show them around, answer questions and
alse meet with new students transterring to JOMS throughout the vear They
also work with their younger classmates to help them with orgamzation and time
management.

“They arc mostly worried about Ainding their classes and using the lockers,”
said Brook Delamarten, grade 8. 7Ics kinda tun because o Tot of our siblings are
the 6rh grade so we get to help them feel comtfortable.”™

Connor Comingore explamed that he remembers how the WEB leaders helped
him get used to middle schoo

and how mmportant that was tor him.
“I'm the first-born i my family and 1 didn’ have older siblings to show me

around when | gor here,™ said Comingore. It really helped me so 'm glad ro be
able to help the 6th graders.”™

The WEB program is led by JOMS counsclor Perer Hower, who also inds
other activities to help students to grow academically, sociallv and emoetionally.

“One of my goals is te give kids opportunitics to expand their leadership
skalls,” smd Hower

WEB leaders will also be meeting with Sth graders ro help them get used to the

idea of starting middle school in September 2014,

ICMS Principal SimonWhite spends timein
the classroom with students at JCMS.

JCMS Cleanup Crew volunteer their time to
help keep the cafeteria area looking goad.
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