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Around Indian Country

Cowlitz begin casino work

The Cowlitz Tribe of
Washington is on track to
open a long-awaited casino in
the spring of 2017.

The casino and resort
project has an estimated cost
of about $500 million.

The 368,000 square-foot
facility will feature 100,000
square-feet of gaming space
with 2,500 slots and 80 gam
ing tables, 15 restaurants, bars

and retail outlets and a 2,500-
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The project will create up
to 1,200 new jobs, according
to the tribes.

The tribe is still facing op-
position from the Confeder-
ated Tribes of Grand Ronde
in neighboring Oregon.

A lawsuit pending in fed-
eral court is based on the US.
Supreme Court decision in
Carcieri v. Salazar.
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The ruling held that the
Bureau of Indian Affairs can
only place land in trust for
tribes that were ‘under fed-
eral jurisdiction’ in 1934,

The Cowlitz didn’t gain for-
mal recognition until 2000,
but the BIA determined that
the tribe met the standard in
a decision that was upheld by
a federal judge.
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