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Tribes support measure to address general welfare exclusion Boys and Girls Club fa ll hours
Tribes are supporting 

legislation in the 113th 
Congress that would ad­
dress taxation o f benefits 
provided by tribal govern­
ments.

Generally, all income 
and benefits are subject to 
federal income tax. But 
the Tribal General Welfare 
Exclusion Act ensures that 
triba l m em bers w o n ’t 
have to pay taxes on cer­
tain benefits.

“This bill levels the

playing field by recognizing 
thè inherent sovereignty o f 
tribal governments to provide 
programs and services to its 
citizens, w ithout subjecting 
them to heightened scrutiny 
from the IRS,” Sen. Heidi 
Heitkamp (D-North Dakota) 
said.

“Just as state and local gov­
ernments are able to deter­
mine what programs best help 
their citizens — like scholar­
ships, elder or child care, or 
housing assistance — we must

recognize tribal governments 
also have those same rights.”

Heitkamp is a co-sponsor 
o f S.1507, which was intro­
duced in the Senate on Sep­
tember 17. The House ver­
sion is H.R.3043.

The Joint Committee on 
Taxation considered the bill 
on September 17 and gave it 
a revenue score o f zero dol­
lars, meaning its impact on 
the federal budget will be 
minimal. Nearly every major 
tribal organization supports

the measure.
The Internal Revenue

Service has been criticized 
in recent years for going 
after tribal benefits. The 
Obama administration is­
sued new guidance, Appli­
cation of the General Wel­
fare Exclusion to Indian 
Tribal Government Pro­
grams That Provide Ben­
efits to Tribal Members, 
Notice 2012-75, late last 
year.

The Warm Springs Boys 
and Girls Club will be open 
M onday th ru  Friday from 
3:15 to 5:30 p.m.

O n non-school days, club 
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Childbirth classes start in Nov.
A six-week series o f Child­

birth Education Classes will 
begin on November 6. The 
classes will meet on Wednes­
days in the Warm Springs at 
noon and in Madras at 7 p.m.

The club will bp closed on 
designated tribal holidays, re­
duction in work hour days 
and during inclement weather 
delays or closures.

This series is recommended 
for parents o f  babies due 
before January 8. To sign up 
for Warm Springs classes call 
541-553-2460 o r M adras 
classes 475-3882.

Cover Oregon is a marketplace 
for Tribal communities to find health 
insurance and financial help to pay for it.
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