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Family Education Night
Cobell Update

Appeals could 
delay payments

Yvonne Iverson/Spilyay

2013 timber sale assessment released

Warm Springs Elementary School recently hosted Family Education Night. Students were able to teach their parents 
and guardians the technology that students use in the classroom. Above, fifth-grader Jeston Leonard, and younger 
brother Brody and sister Kalyn demonstrate the Smart Board in Ms. Weiser’s class.

Diabetes program giving 
tours at W.S. Market

The Resource Management 
Interdisciplinary Team has just 
released a draft project assess­
m ent for public review. The 
draft document provides an en­
v ironm ental analysis o f  the 
2013 Metolius Timber Sale.

The team (RMIDT) also ap­
proved four small project as­
sessments (SPAs).

The SPAs provide assess­
m ents for a fuels reduction  
p ro jec t near T enino Valley, 
spring burning activities, an 
overlay o f roads in the campus 
area, and for slope im prove­
ments at the Pelton tailrace.

The 2013 timber sale docu­
m en t was p repared  by the

Project In 'te rd isc ip fih a ry T eam  
to provide options for timber 
harvest in the Upper Metolius, 
Jefferson Creek and Whitewater 
watersheds.

Two alternatives were formu­
lated and num erous logging 
methods were considered for 
this project, taking into account 
present resource conditions, for­
est health and public input. The 
2013 Metolius Timber Sale is 
expected to yield approximately 
30 million board feet o f timber.

The document is divided into 
sections explaining the purpose 
and need for action, resource- 
based indicators used to help the 
technical staff analyze and miti­

gate environmental impacts, and 
details o f the alternatives. There 
are maps showing the harvest 
blocks, quick reference tables to 
compare the alternatives, a list 
o f measures needed to mitigate 
environmental consequences, 
and the Project Interdisciplinary 
Team’s recommended alterna­
tive. I

The goal o f Alternative A is 
to continue current manage­
ment. Activities such as hunting, 
recreation and cultural food 
gathering would continue as in 
tile past. The only harvest pro­
posed  u nder A lternative  A 
would be through conventional 
salvage operations. Alternative B

is designed to harvest volume 
approximating the allowable cut 
for this planning area. The 2013 
sale would include a treatment 
area o f 3,917 acres.

Thè alternatives would have 
varying impacts on water, fish, 
wildlife, cultural, timber, range, 
soil and economic resources and 
there would also be changes to 
the transportation system.

For more information or cop­
ies o f the docum ent contact 
V ernon W olf (553-8227)- or 
Ryan Singleton (553-8226) in 
the Forestry Department. Tribal 
members have 30 days to com­
ment on the proposed sale.

B y  D uran  B o b b
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Pres. O bam a signed the 
Cobell Settlement Agreement 
legislation on D ecem ber 8, 
2010, approving the authoriza­
tion o f $3.4 billion in funds. 
Since then, several key dates 
have expired.

The deadline for an indi­
vidual to exclude themselves as 
a potential participant, the dead­
line to object or comment, and 
the notice o f intent to appear 
and speak at the fairness hear­
ing have all expired.

The fairness hearing was ap­
proved for June 20, 2011. This 
was followed by the deadline to 
file a claim or register to par­
ticipate.

The last press release from 
the Cobell website said appeals 
are being planned in the settle­
ment. Attorneys are asking the 
judge to order that challengers 
each pu t up an $8.3 million 
bond.

A member o f  the Sesseton 
Wahpeton Oyate nation, Kim­
berly Craven, has filed a notice 
in federal court that she would 
like to appeal the Cobell ap­
proval. A separate notice to ap­
peal has been filed by a nonprofit 
group called the Harvest Insti­
tute Freedmen Federation.

L inda P o rte r, W arm  
Springs Tribal Nutritionist, 
and Jeri Kollen, IHS Diabe­
tes Nurse Educator, will be 
giving tours o f  education 
health tours at the Warm 
Springs Market,

The tours will be at 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday, 
April 13, and Friday, April 
27. This is a chance to learn

201 Crafton Rd POB 348 
Goldendale, Wa 98620 509-773-4702

"Specializing in Native American Design"
0A . SALE! SALE! SALE! Sa 

Free B&W photo plate OR 10%  off
with purchase of upright monuments only, if paid in full by Nar. 3 1 ,2 0 1 2  

(up to $ 20 0  value)

www.pioneerrock.com 
www.betterheadstones.com 

Find map to our shop under CONTACTS on website

An appeal could delay dis­
bursement o f Cobell payments 
to plaintiffs by more than a year.

O n  January  4, 2012, the 
Court issued an order schedul­
ing oral arguments for the sec­
ond consolidated appeal. This 
hearing will take place on May 
15, 2012.

At this time, there is no set 
date when Cobell payments will 
begin. Payments will be distrib­
uted in two phases once all ap­
peals have been resolved.

Historical Class payments will 
be mailed after appeals have 
been resolved. Trust Adminis­
tration Class payments will be 
made after the court has granted 
permission to distribute those 
funds.

The Cobell website reminds 
class members that no payment 
is required to participate. I f  a 
person claiming to be from the 
Indian Trust Settlement asks any 
class member for funds, do not 
send money.

A lthough the claim filing 
deadline has passed, identified 
class members were not required 
to file a claim form. I f  you be­
lieve you may be a class mem­
ber, please visit the website: 
indiantrust.com

Elouise Cobell passed away 
in October 2011. She was 65.

about what foods will help or 
hurt diabetes, and how to 
help prevent diabetes with 
good food choices.

Please call 553-2478, stop 
by the IHS D iabetes P ro ­
gram, or Warm Springs Tribal 
Nutrition department to ’sign 
up for a tour. Drop-ins at 
the store during the Friday 
tours are welcome.

L

Indian Head Casino is the place to be on Easter Sunday,
April 8th, 2012! Come fo r our de lic ious  Sunday Brunch, 

and stay for exciting tournaments and cash drawings!

Easter Slot &  Blackjack
Tournaments
Slot Tournament at 2pm,
$iQentry,
$500 Guaranteed

Easter Egg Cash Drawings 
Win an egg filled with up 
to $500 in cash! .

Thursday, April 5th from 
7pm to 10pm

Friday, April 6th from 
9pm to lam

Easter Sunday 3pm to 8pm

Easter Brunch 
Served in the Cottonwood 
Restaurant, 9am to 3pm

$17 adults,
$8.50 kids ages 5-10, 
4 and under free Blackjack Tournament 

a t 6pm, $12 entry, 
$400 GuaranteedNo reservation required

Highway 26, Warm Springs I indianheadgaming.com I 541.460.7777
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