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Mill rebounds by cutting timber for Asian buyers
(AP) — Warm Springs Forest 

Products Industries has returned 
to  nearly  full o p e ra tio n  by 
switching to Asian markets af­
ter a layoff nearly shut its mill 
earlier this year.

Instead o f cutting logs into 
lumber that's measured in board 
feet for U.S. customers, the com­
pany is cutting lumber measured 
in metrics for Asian buyers.

Warm Springs Forest Prod­
ucts laid off 57 o f  its 115 work­
ers in April.

Several months ago, the mill 
reached an agreement with Bor­
ing-based Van Port International,

Community Action Team taking IDA applications
The Warm Springs Commu­

nity Action Team is accepting 
applications for Individual De­
velopment Accounts. This pro­
gram is free and open to every­
one.

Individual Development Ac­
counts (IDAs) are matched sav­
ings accounts.

These accounts enable low- 
incom e families to save and 
build assets.

To take advantage o f  this

which began leasing the mill in 
July and selling the tribe's prod­
ucts to the international market­
place.

All but three have been re­
h ired  and the com pany has 
boosted  em ploym ent to  122 
workers, said Ray Potter, chief 
financial officer for the Confed­
erated Tribes.

Since the  agreem ent was 
reached July 1, the mill has been 
operating at full capacity, with 
tribal members cutting logs for 
Van Port four days a week, 10 
hours per day, according to mill 
officials.

opportunity: Complete an IDA 
application. Open an IDA ac­
count. Complete our free finan­
cial literacy and companion as­
set ownership class.

Meet with the financial skills 
coach. Save for 6 m onths to 
four years. Work toward fulfill­
ing your dream.

$3 to $1 match
Through the program  you

will receive one-on-one coach­

“So far, it has been tremen­
dous,” Potter said. “I t allows us 
to keep our people employed to 
continue to process our logs and 
get payments that we normally 
would for our timber. We were 
looking at Severely scaled-down 
opportunities.”

The agreement combines the 
Warm Springs Forest Products 
timber supply and its lumber mill 
operations with Van Port's mar­
keting abilities, access to foreign 
markets and its ability to oper­
ate a mill according to Japanese 
and other Asian market stan­
dards, said Jim  Everett, chief

ing from the program asset de­
velopment team.

Your savings will be matched 
by least $3 for. every $1 you save 
in the program.

Contact the Community Ac­
tion Team for details. The team 
can be reached at the Family Re­
source  C enter, 1144 W arm  
Springs St. O r mail to P.O. Box 
1419, Warm Springs, 97761. Or 
call 553-3148.

financial officer for Van Port.
U nder the agreement, the 

tribe continues to harvest tim­
ber from the tribal lands and 
bring logs to the mill, Everett 
said.

Van Port then purchases the 
logs at market prices and hires 
the mill to cut the logs into lum­
ber for export, he said. “They 
are continuing their operations, 
but we are helping to train and 
manage the employees,” Everett 
said. “The key thing is produc­
ing export lumber for the Japa­
nese market. It is a market they 
had not accessed before.”

Powwow seeks 
court candidates

The Lincoln’s Birth­
day Powwow Comittee 
is seeking girls from 
age 7 to 15 years old 
to run for the powwow 
court.

If you are inter­
ested, please contact 
Jodi at 553-9230 or 
Anna at 553-1245.

Bare Foot Sage Salon & Spa
Cheryl Taylor new hours - 9 
a.m. to 5 pan. - Monday 
through Thursday. Specializes in 
haircuts, color, perms, flattops 
and more. We sell Redken 
products and BedHead. $10 off 
on perm or color.
Call 475-9369 (w) or 771-1020 
(cdl).
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