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Ladies Auxiliary: Carrying on long-standing tradition
(Continued from page 1)

The support is extremely important, 
Smith explained. “A lot of times it is 
just having that person beside you,” she 
said.

Graham also began her involvement 
with the auxiliary early on. “I was just 
a little girl when they started but I can 
remember working in the concession 
stands,” she said.

Lucy Gadberry said she believes it 
is important to volunteer with the La­
dies Auxiliary in order to support those 
who are currently serving in the mili­
tary.

Though the auxiliary isn’t as active 
as it used to be, she said, they try to 
continue teaching others.

“We just try to continue that and just

try to help people remember the way it 
used to be and the way it started,” 
Gadberry said.

Her parents both worked with the 
VFW and Ladies Auxiliary and 
Gadberry said the work of those in 
prior generations is what helps the two 
organizations to continue.

“That helped form kind of a foun­
dation for us to continue,” she ex­
plained.

Tamera Kalama said part of the rea­
son she is active in the auxiliary is to 
make sure it continues to thrive.

“I see the struggle of keeping it in 
existence,” she said. “My concern in 
getting involved was to make sure it 
didn’t die out.”

Currently many of the women in­

volved in the auxiliary are getting their 
own younger family members involved 
as well.

Patriotism  and respect are two 
things that the women all hope to pass 
on to younger generations.

Whether it be teaching children to 
recite the pledge of allegiance or in­
forming them about flag etiquette, 
Smith said, it is something that her own 
father taught her and she intends to 
help pass on.

With funding issues and other prob­
lems facing the Ladies Auxiliary, the 
women do sometimes struggle to keep 
the group going.

In other areas many veterans’ orga­
nizations have ceased to exist, Smith 
said.

While they may not be able to re­
main as active in the community as the 
auxiliary was in the past, she added, a 
lot of the support is more individual­
ized now.

For instance, when they see a vet­
eran in the community they make sure 
to thank them, Smith said.

“We’ve always honored our war-, 
riors—all the cultures have,” Gadberry 
said. “And this is another way for us to 
support them.”

Because the women grew up in mili­
tary families, Gadberry said, they un­
derstand what it is like and how fami­
lies can be affected. That helps them 
offer up support to veterans and their 
families.

A current project for the Ladies

Auxiliary is the effort to place photos 
of veterans and those currently serv­
ing in the military in a space at I.H.S.

The group of women continues to 
work on funding the organization and 
continuing the work of past genera­
tions.

According to Graham, “We’re try­
ing to pick up and carry on what the 
World War II and Korean wives and 
mothers started.”

Anyone with questions or who would 
like to help fund the organization or 
become a member can contact Beulah 
Tsumpti, secretary and treasurer for the 
Ladies Auxiliary.

The Ladies Auxiliary meets on the 
first Tuesday of every month.
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The tribes’ attorney Jim  

Noteboom provided the informa­
tion on the future of bio-mass power 
generation on the reservation.

T k’emlups C hief Shane 
Gottfriedson asked about geo-ther­
mal power generation on the Warm 
Springs Reservation.

Manion said the tribes may pur­
sue geothermal power generation 
sometime in the future, though this 
not a priority at the present time.

C hief G ottfriedson  said the 
Tk’emlups rely significantly on geo­
thermal power. All the tribal build-

ings, he said, are powered by geother­
mal power.

The Tk’emlups, or Kamloops Res­
ervation is located east of the North 
Thompson River and north o f the 
South Thompson River, adjacent to the 
City of Kamloops in British Colum­
bia.

“Kamloops” is the English transla­
tion of the Shuswap word Tk’emlups, 
meaning ‘where the rivers meet.’

The Kamloops Indian Band is the 
largest of the Secwepemc bands, with 
a membership of about 1,000. In re­
cent years, the Kamloops Indian Band 
purchased 20,000 acres of land, add-

ing to the 33,000-acre reservation. 
After visiting Warm Springs, the

Tk’emlups Council members visited 
tribes in California and Arizona be­
fore returning to Canada.

The Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribes are comprised of 
the B itterroot Salish, the Pend 
d’Oreille and the Kootenai tribes.

The tribes’ Flathead Reserva­
tion o f  1.3 m illion acres is in 
northwest Montana. Their aborigi­
nal homeland was more than 20 
million acres at the time o f the 
1855 Hellgate Treaty.
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