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Youth graduate Digital Connectors program
B y  L e s l i e  M i t t s
Spilyay Tymoo

T hose  involved w ith  Digital 
C onnectors have several videos 
th a t  sh o w  exactly  w h a t th ey  
have learned this summer.

Several local youth graduated 
fro m  th e  D ig ita l C o n n e c to rs  
p rogram  recently.

T hé students spent their sum ­
m er in  f ro n t o f  co m p u te rs a t 
E ag le-T ech  System s to  lea rn  
m o re  a b o u t tech n o lo g y , an d  
screened videos they m ade at the 
graduation ceremony.

G ra d u a te s  o f  th e  D ig ita l  
C onnectors class include Rich­
ard  H arring ton , Jillisa Suppah, 
Ryan Thom as, Adeline G leason, 
A rm a n d o  R iv e ro , W aym an  
H arry an d  Falcon T hom pson.

A d d itio n a l p a rtic ip an ts  in ­
c lu d e  S h a w n  S o h a p p y  a n d  
Jaim erae Bagley.

E ag le -T e ch  S ystem s c o n ­
d u c ted  D ig ita l C o n n ecto rs  in  
c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  O n e  
E conom y Corporation.

G raduates received a laptop 
fo r com ple ting  th e  course, as 
well as a le tter o f  reco m m en ­
dation from  the O n e  E conom y 
C orporation.

O ne E conom y C orporation  
is a global n o n pro fit organiza­
tio n  th a t uses in n o v ativ e  ap ­
proaches to  deliver the  pow er 
o f  technology and inform ation  
to  low -incom e peop le , giving 
th em  valuable tools fo r build­
ing better lives.

D igital C onnectors served as 
a p ilot pro ject fo r local youth.

L eonardo Sosa, regional di­
rector for O ne  Econom y, spoke 
to  fam ilies w h o  g a th e re d  to  
w atch  the  com pleted videos and 
said they  o ften  see yo u th  in ­
volved in  technology.

“We believe th at young kids 
have a passion abou t technol­
ogy,” he explained, and  added 
that w ith adequate training it can 
becom e a very beneficial career 
path.

In  addition, Sosa said, those

Spechtrum center closed till Oct. 1
T h e  E x tra o rd in a ry  Y oung  

People Spechtrum  Y outh C en­
ter is closed th rough Septem ber 
30.

T h e  closure is for sta ff train­
ing, and center remodeling. T he

Selena Boise/Spilyay

Students who completed Digital Connectors attended a graduation program recently, along 
with teachers and coordinators of the program.

youth are then  able to  share their 
knowledge w ith the  community. 
“T h a t’s the  beauty o f  the D igi­
tal C o n n e c to rs  class,” he  ex­
plained.

D o u g  Ja c k so n  an d  D an ie l 
B erum en b o th  w orked as coor­
dinators and instructors for the 
p rogram , and  Jackson  said he 
aim ed to  expose youth  to  m ore 
aspects o f  com puters in  order 
to  bridge the digital divide.

In  addition, he said, he hoped 
to  help them  develop leadership 
skills.

“I t  was a lo t o f  fun for me,” 
Jackson  said a t the graduation 
ceremony. “T h a t’s w hat I really 
liked about it was com ing and 
seeing the sam e people every­
day and show ing them  w hat I 
really like about com puters.”

Sosa praised the instructors, 
and said, “T hey took  this p ro ­
gram  to  a different level.”

A rm a n d o  R ivero  ac ted  as 
class speaker for his fellow Digi­
tal C onnectors, and-said he was 
a p p ro a c h e d  a b o u t  th e  c lass 
through the local arcade.

T hough he was unsure about

Spechtrum  will re-open Tuesday, 
O ct. 1.

W hen the Spechtrum  does re­
open  it will begin a new  food 
box distribution program , as well 
as its m any o ther program s.

it a t first, Rivero said, the class 
seem ed appealing.

“I t ’s been  an experience wak­
ing up  early and getting dow n 
here,” Rivero said w ith a laugh.

In  the end, he added, the ex­
perience was a good  one and he 
w ould recom m end the class to  
any o ther youth.

Rivero show ed a video on  the 
top ic  “W here  I ’m  F ro m ” th at 
featured m usic and pho tos from  
the community.

O th e r topics included “I f  I 
W ere President” and “A  Day in 
the Life.”

F a lc o n  T h o m p s o n  sp o k e  
a b o u t his v id eo  th a t sh o w ed  
w hat he sees during a typical day 
in  his life.

T h e  v id eo  fea tu red  th ings 
like a fight betw een  tw o local 
boys, and  T h o m p so n  said he 
c h o se  to  sh o w  th a t  b ecau se  
those are the types o f things 
he sees each day

O th er videos included foo t­
age o f  a drive th ro u g h  W est 
Hills, basketball gam es o r time 
spent golfing at Kah-Nee-Ta.

A d e lin e  G le aso n  sa id  she
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started  working for Eagle-Tech 
System s fo r th e  su m m er and  
was convinced to  take the class.
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In  addition to  learning about 
v ideos, she said, they  learned 
h o w  to  m ak e  w eb p ag es  a n d  
w o rk  w ith  d iffe re n t types o f  
p ic tu res , am o n g  m u ch  m ore. 
They also learned life skills like 
speaking w ith  p ro p er English, 
she added.

She plans to  continue using 
w hat she learned as she finishes 
high school, and  is n o  longer 
in tim id a te d  by  te c h n o lo g y , 
G leason said.

“I learned  to  b e  com p u te r 
friendly,” G leason explained. “I f  
I do n ’t know  an answer to  the 
com puter I  can find out.”

N o w  having com pleted  the 
class, G leason  added, “I t  was 
really fun.”

A s fo r  h e r  fe llo w  y o u th , 
G leason said, it is an experience 
she recom m ends.

“ I f  th ey  have  a chance  to  
take a class like this they should 
go fo r it,” she said. “I t ’s a great 
experience.”

Free testing 
of pressure 
canners

I t  is harvest tim e and to  
som e that also m eans that 
it is canning time. For those 
w ho are using pressure can­
ners to  can low-acid foods 
o r m eats now  is the time 
to  get your pressure can- 
ner gauge tested.

I t  is recom m ended that 
dial gauge pressure canner 
lids be  checked at the be­
g inn ing  o f  each canning  
season to  test for accuracy 
to  ensure  th a t foods are 
p ro cessed  a t the  co rrec t 
pressure for safety.

Ju s t  b r in g  y o u r p re s ­
su re  c a n n e r  l id  to  th e  
O SU  E x ten sio n  office at 
th e  E d u ca tio n  Building.

OSU Extension also has 
m any p u b lica tions avail­
able w ith instructions for 
canning specific foods. For 
any  fo o d  p r e s e rv a t io n  
q u estio n s  p lease  call us 
553-3238.

Cllirs Repair 
&

Auto Sales
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Repair

Tree towing w/engine or trans replacement front Warm Springs & Madras area
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475-6618
330 S.W. Culver Hwy. 

Madras, OR 97741

Free Battery Check 
& Installation 

with purchase


