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Jeff Merkley brings campaign to Warm Springs
B y  L e s l i e  M i t t s
Spilyay Tymoo

O reg o n  Rep. J e f f  Merkley, 
candidate fo r U.S. Senate, vis­
ited  W arm  Springs last weekend 
as p a r t o f  his 100 Tow ns for 
C hange tour.

Merkley, w ho is Speaker o f  the 
O regon House, visited the M u­
seum at W arm Springs and spoke 
to  com m unity  m em b ers a fte r 
spend ing  tim e in  M adras and  
Culver.

Merkley said he has w orked 
w ith the tribes fo r the past 10 
years th rough  his involvem ent 
as a s ta te  re p re se n ta tiv e  an d  
H ouse  Speaker.

In  M erkley’s opinion, the key 
issues fo r O regon  include end­
ing the w ar in  Iraq, restoring  the 
integrity o f  the U.S., creating af­
fo rd a b le  a n d  a c c e s s ib le  
healthcare, an d  ending the de­
pendence o f  foreign oil and rec­
reating the energy policy.

A s fo r  th e  w a r  in  I ra q ,  
Merkley said, “I t’s only by hav­
in g  a sch ed u led  p lan  fo r o u r 
w ithdraw al th a t w e create the

incentive fo r Iraq  groups to  step 
up and  fill the  vacuum  and take 
over public safety.”

“O therw ise they’d  be glad to  
have  o u r  sons an d  daugh ters 
there fo r a long time,” Merkley 
added. “Its just an inappropri­
ate  place fo r us to  be and  we 
need to  end  it.”

M erk ley  sa id  h e  a n d  Sen. 
G o rd o n  Sm ith  d iffe r w hen  it 
com es to  opinions on  the energy 
crisis and  dependency on  fo r­
eign oil: Merkley favors ending 
the  dependency on  foreign oil 
and an advocacy for an energy 
policy that w ould serve people.

Merkley favors getting rid o f  
the N o  Child L eft Behind Act, 
and  said h e ’s spoken to  m any 
teachers in  O reg o n  w ho  have 
told him  o f  its downfalls.

“ L e t ’s d o  w h a t  w o rk s  to  
s t r e n g th e n  o u r  s c h o o ls ,” 
M erkley said. “L et’s n o t try to 
underm ine them  as Sm ith and 
B ush have.”

W hile M erkley expressed  a 
respect fo r the  self-governance 
o f  tribal organizations, he said 
he rem ains neutral on  the issue

o f  the C onfederated Tribes o f  
W arm  Springs’ p ro p o sed  casino 
a t Cascade Locks.

“I ’ve been neutral on that is­
sue,” Merkley explained. “I think 
that there are pros and cons, and 
I have a neutral position on  it.”

H ealth  care is one issue that 
M erkley believes is incredibly  
im portan t— because the system 
is tied to  em ploym ent, it creates 
an unsteady situation fo r many 
families.

In  f^ c t, M e rk ley  sa id , 
“H ealth  care nearly kept m e out 
o f  this race for U.S. Senate.”

In  order to  run, he explained, 
his wife began working part-time 
and lost her health care benefits. 
W hile his family is currently cov­
ered  th ro u g h  his health  plan, 
Merkley said, they will lose those 
benefits in  January.

“T his is the  type o f  chaos, 
that I  know  personally from  my 
life, that all families, all ordinary 
families are experiencing in this 
state,” Merkley said.

‘W e need to  invest in our clin­
ics, w e need to  invest in p reven­
tion , we need  to  invest in  fee

JeffMerkleÿ

m anagem ent so that people can 
have a m uch healthier, happier 
life.”

M erkley a lso spoke  o f  the  
Social Security  an d  M edicare 
crisis, as w ell as th e  issue o f  
veteran’s benefits.

W hen  it com es to  veteran’s 
b e n e fits , M erkley  said, “ T h e  
B ush A dm inistration and Sena­
tor Smith go t it absolutely wrong. 
T hey were fast to  go to  w ar and 
they were slow to  take care o f

our veterans.”
M erkley is an  advocate fo r 

veteran’s benefits, and he added, 
“I have enorm ous respec t fo r 
the w ork that they do.”

M erkley a lso sp oke  o f  his 
desire  fo r ru ra l d ev elo p m en t 
w ith the G row  O regon  plan.

T he plan aims to  strengthen 
rural economies and addresses the 
infrastructure o f  small towns.

“ In  o rd e r to  have th riv ing  
small towns we need to  have a 
strong education system, we need 
to  have affordable healthcare, we 
need to  invest in transportation, 
we need to  invest in  w ater re­
sources for agriculture and we 
need to  address communication 
needs,” Merkley said.

T he plan w ould also provide 
tax incen tives fo r sm all b u si­
nesses and help to  crack dow n 
o n  th e  m e th  e p id e m ic  th a t  
strains rural econom ies, am ong 
m uch more.

W hen it com es to  the m eth ­
am phetam ine p ro b lem  in O r­
egon, Merkley said, he has ad­
vocated m aking the ingredients 
used in  cold medicine to  make

m etham phetam ines available by 
prescription only.

In  addition, he said, he sup­
ports m aking m ore funds avail­
able to  prosecute m eth  crimes. 
W hile  th e  p en altie s  fo r  such  
crimes are already significant, he 
said, m ore resources are needed 
in o rder to  prosecute them .

O ne o f  his favorite campaign 
experiences thus far involved a 
parade on  the O regon coast.

Because th e  parade m oved  
quickly, Merkley said, he had to 
run  to  keep up  in  betw een chat­
ting w ith spectators.

“I t’s the first tim e I ’ve go tten  
e x e rc ise  in  a b o u t  a y e a r,” 
Merkley said w ith a chuckle. “I t  
was just a pure  joy. I ’m  th ink­
ing I ’d be in  m uch be tte r condi­
tion  if  I had  to  be in  a parade 
every single day.”

In  the  end, Merkley said, it 
is im portan t to  him  to  take the 
v iew po in ts o f  all O regon ians 
in to  consideration.

“ I w a n t to  be  th e  type o f  
senator w ho  cares w hat people 
a re  th in k in g  in  o u r  to w n s ,” 
Merkley explained.

Record return of sockeye
(AP) — Sockeye salm on are 

heading back up  the  C olum bia 
River this sum m er in  num bers 
unseen since 1955, and nobody 
is sure why.

Som e credit a federal court 
order releasing extra w ater over 
dams in  2006 and 2007 to  ease 
the young salm ons' passage to  
the  sea. O th ers  cite im proved  
ocean conditions.

B u t th e  re tu rn in g  num bers 
exceed any year since the  last 
m a jo r  dam  w as b u ilt  o n  th e  
C olum bia or Snake rivers. Sock­
eye were close to  being w ritten 
o ff  in  parts o f  the  N orthw est's

largest river system.
Fish counters have recorded 

th e  re tu rn  o f  nearly  215,000 
sockeye, o r red, salm on through 
Tuesday.

M ost are headed upriver to  
W ash in g to n 's  W enatchee  and  
O soyoos lakes. A  few  o thers, 
representing  the  river system 's 
m ost endangered run, are going 
to  Low er G ranite  D am  on  the 
Snake River. T h at ru n  is nearly 
complete. T he count o f  re tu rn ­
ing  ad u lt sockeye h ead ed  fo r 
L o w e r G ra n i te  to p p e d  800 
th rough  Tuesday.

I t  is the  largest sockeye re-

salmon
tu rn  recorded  a t Low er G ran­
ite since it was built in  1975, and 
nearly 25 tim es the average re­
tu rn  o f  the  last 10 years. Ten 
years ago tw o sockeye cam e 
back.

T he Snake River sockeye was 
the  first population  to  be listed 
as endangered on  the Columbia 
system  17 years ago.

T he large re tu rn  follows rela­
tively g o o d  re tu rn s  o f  spring  
ch inook  to  the  C olum bia and 
good  early indications on  steel­
head. T he sockeye is the th ird  
m o st com m on  species o f  P a­
cific salmon.
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The Diabetes Prevention Program wants you!

If  you are at risk for 
diabetes, we want to help 
you prevent it!

Get more information 
about what your risk for 
diabetes is by: calling 
Montell at 553-1170 or 
Angelena at 553-1178; or 
by coming to the Diabe­
tes Prevention Program 
Office at 1142 Warm 
Springs Street on campus.

G ospe l co n ce rt 
n e x t m o n th

A  gospel concert will be 
held from  A ugust 25 to  A u­
gust 30. T he event will take 
place at E lm er Q u inn  Park, 
w here  a ten t will be  set up 
that seats about 200 people. 
G ospel musicians from  vari­
ous areas will be present, in­
cluding musicians from  M on­
tana, Arizona, U tah and Wash­
ington. Call Valerie G ovenor 
at 553-2576, E aston  Aguilar, 
o r  A nita  D avis a t 553-2525 
w ith any questions.

Remove abandoned vehicles
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People wishing to have abandoned vehicles 
removed from the ir property can call Tiger Van 
Pelt at 419-7379, or Rodney Guerin at 977-6981.

Indite). A rte  t o d  Crtete

2132 flfeœ Springs &
Jifee Springs, OS 92761 

(341)5534597

Please note: The next deadline to submit items to the 
Spilyay Tymoo is Friday, August 8. Thank you.

<  _______________________________ i______________________ >

ASSORTED
STYLES

http://www.theoutpoststore.com/
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Toys-Tools-Housewares-Clothing-Crafts-Gifts-

•  A ll  Products Prepared Fresh D a ily
•  E n trees Roasted D a ily
•  Featuring Hand C u t U S D A  Choice S teaks

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER « X
Mwwt 9 Senior Menu • Children's Menu • Daily Specials

X S ?  237 S.W. 4th Street, Madras •  475-6632 OPEN 6  am - t o j m  DAILY
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