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Connecticut casinos expand as economy slows
MASHANTUCKET, Conn. 

(AP) -  Two o f the world's larg­
est casinos are getting a lot big­
ger this week, betting that they 
can draw more visitors by be­
coming entertainment destina­
tions even as the gaming indus­
try suffers nationally because o f 
high gas prices and the weak 
economy.

Foxwoods Resort Casino, run 
by the M ashantucket Pequots 
Indian tribe, will open its $700 
million MGM Grand this week­
end. The 30-story, two-million- 
square-foot property includes a 
new casino, hotel, a 4,000-seat 
performing arts theater, restau­
rants run  by celebrity chefs, 
luxury stores, the largest ball­
room in the Northeast and new 
convention space to accommo­
date thousands.

Several celebrities, including 
M ichael D ouglas, C atherine 
Zeta Jones, Josh Groban, John 
M ayer and  Sean " D id d y "  
Combs, will participate in the 
grand opening ceremonies.

M ohegan Sun, run  by the 
M ohegan  tr ib e , he ld  a 
g ro u n d b reak in g  cerem ony 
Wednesday for a 39-story hotel 
and House o f Blues music hall, 
part o f a $925 million expan­
sion.

The projects are part o f  a 
wave o f investments by casino 
resorts trying to  maintain and 
expand m arket share during 
tough times.

“I  think they're expanding 
their reach,” said Keith Foley, 
sen io r vice p re s id en t w ith  
M oody 's In v es to rs  Service. 
“There's a risk to doing that be­

cause a lot o f markets are do­
ing that. Ultimately you're going 
to see markets bum ping into 
each other.”

Still, Foley described the risk 
as necessary.

Foxwoods will more aggres­
sively target the New York mar­
ket by tripling its advertising, 
said Gillian Murphy, senior vice 
president. T hat will pu t it in 
competition with its main rival, 
Mohegan Sun, as well as Atlan­
tic City, which has been pouring 
billions into its properties.

Foxw oods expects to add 
about 10,000 daily visitors to its 
c u rren t draw  o f  40,000 to  
60,000 and boost revenue by 
about 20 percent, Murphy said.

M ost o f  the new space at 
Foxwoods and Mohegan Sun is 
non-gaming entertainment de­

signed to attract visitors, a con­
trast to the traditional approach 
o f using the casinos to get visi­
tors to stay in the hotels and 
shops, said Clyde Barrow, who 
directs the University o f Mas­
sachusetts New England Gam­
ing Research Project.
. “It's really a reversal o f the 

original business model,” Barrow 
said.

Foxwoods is billing the project 
as a distinct third casino in Con­
necticut that is designed to at­
tract a younger set than its origi­
nal casino with night clubs, con­
certs and high-end restaurants 
and shops. With the new per­
fo rm ing  arts theater, M GM  
G rand is attracting celebrities 
such as comedian Jerry Seinfeld

and singers Celine Dion, Groban 
and Mayer.

“It just has opened all kinds 
o f  separa te  o fferings th a t 
complement our core gaming 
business at Foxwoods,” Murphy 
said. “We've really broadened 
the market.”

But the big moves, though in 
the works for years, come as 
Foxwoods and M ohegan Sun 
suffer declining revenue from 
slot machines due to growing 
competition from surrounding 
states and the weak economy. 
T hat has led to credit dow n­
grades and plans to cut jobs.

Foxwoods reported Thursday 
a net slot win o f  $58 million, a 
$7.3 million decrease from April 
2007.

Full review 
sought of 
eagle decision

C H E Y E N N E , Wyo. 
(AP) — The lawyer for a 
Wyoming man who shot a 
bald eagle for his tribe's 
annual Sun Dance says he 
wants the full 10th Circuit 
Court o f Appeals in D en­
ver to review last week's 
decision by a three-judge 
panel that his client should 
stand trial on a criminal 
charge. A federal judge in 
Wyoming in 2006 dismissed 
a m isdem eanor charge 
against 23-year-old Winslow 
Friday. A three-judge panel 
o f  the 10th U.S. Circuit 
Court o f Appeals in Den­
ver last week overruled the 
Wyoming judge and said 
Friday must stand trial. •

Feds object to $380 million Crow land bill
BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) _  

The Bureau o f Indian Affairs 
on Thursday objected to de­
tails o f a proposed $380 mil­
lion loan program that would 
let the Crow tribe buy up and 
consolidate land on its Mon­
tana reservation.

T he governm en t loans 
w ould  o ffe r th e  C row  a 
chance to  reclaim  lands 
stripped from the tribe or sold 
to outsiders over the last 140 
years. A fter all those years 
u n d er federal oversigh t, 
Tribal Chairman Carl Venne 
said the Crow want to man­
age their hom eland them ­
selves.

“We as a tribe have given 
and given and given our lands. 
N ow  I want tha t... t o , stop,” 
Venne said. “We need to pro­
tect our hom eland for our 
kids, our grandkids.”

But Indian Affairs Direc­
tor Jerold Gidner told a Sen­
ate panel in Washington that 
his agency is concerned about 
the size o f the loans. He also 
said it was unclear who would 
determ ine land prices and 
whether the program could 
m eet a S ep tem ber 2012 
deadline outlined in a bill be­
fore Congress.

That bill, introduced last

year by Montana's Democratic 
U.S. Sens. Max Baucus and Jon 
Tester, w ould loan the Crow 
$380 million to purchase non- 
tribal land and put it into fed­
eral trust., I t would cost the gov­
ernm ent $5 million a year to 
administer, and the loans would 
have to be paid back within 40 
years.

Crow leaders said the volun­
tary property  buyouts w ould 
make it easier to convert unused 
land to  agriculture. Also, they 
said they could negotiate better 
lease terms on land already be­
ing used, generating more rev­
enue for the tribe.

The tribe owns less than a 
quarter o f the 2.2 million acre 
reservation along the Montana- 
Wyoming border.

N on-Indians own an esti­
m ated 700,000 acres and an­
other million acres are owned 
by individuals within the tribe. 
M uch o f  th a t land is highly 
fractionated, meaning individual 
parcels have dozens or in some 
cases hundreds o f  ow ners _  
complicating efforts to put the 
land to use.

Without the loans, Venne said 
500,000 additional acres could 
be lost from the Crow as more 
land comes up for sale and is 
bought by outsiders.

However, Indian Affairs 
Director Gidner said his de­
p a rtm en t had unreso lved  
questions about how the pro­
gram would work.

“It's not an objection to 
the purpose. It's not an ob­
jection to the mechanism. It's 
an objection to the details,” 
Gidner said during testimony 
before the Senate Indian Af­
fairs Committee. “It may be 
better to break (the loans) 
into phases so the liability o f 
the governm ent is n o t so 
large at one time.”

Sen. Tester responded by 
saying the government risked 
squandering a chance to fix 
a m ajor p ro b lem  fo r the ' 
Crow. He said the loans would 
be cost-effective, given that 
the government is entangled 
in a multibillion dollar lawsuit 
over past violations o f its 
Indian trust responsibilities.

“It's the right thing to do,” 
Tester told Gidner. “I would 
be aggressively  pu rsu in g  
this.”

C row  V ice C hairm an 
Cedric Black Eagle said the 
tribe hopes to work through 
the government's objections 
in coming weeks so the bill 
can be put up for a vote.
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Calif, tribal chairman denounces deputies

LOS ANGELES (AP) -  The 
tribal chairman at an American 
Indian reservation said Wednes­
day that the law enforcement 
shootings o f  three people in 
gunbattles in the last week had 
turned tribal lands into a police 
practice range.

A m an and w om an w ere 
killed late Monday in a shootout

with Riverside County sheriffs 
deputies on the Soboba Indian 
Reservation on the foothills o f 
the  San Jac in to  M ountains, 
about 85 miles southeast o f Los 
Angeles.

Two sons o f a former tribal 
chairw om an have also been 
killed by deputies in recent years, 
including one who was shot May

8 after firing at deputies with an 
assault rifle.

T ribal C hairm an  R o b ert 
Salgado said Wednesday that 
deputies did no t treat the tribe 
as a sovereign nation and with­
held information from the tribe 
before and after the shootings.
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Raffle tickets available 
for 2008 Dodge pickup
Raffle drawing to be held Sunday, June 8 

at White Swan Treaty Days Rodeo.
See Val Squiemphen or Rita Squiemphen to get tick­

ets. Limited tickets for sale -  Get them before they 
run out! Tickets are $1 each. Call Rita Squiemphen at 
(541) 980-5397 or Val Squiemphen at (541 >980-2867.
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Title VII Budget Announcement
The Title VII Grant bud­

get was presented to the 
Title VII Parent Committee 
in April. This is the budget 
for the Title VII Indian Edu­
cation grant for the 2008-09 
school year. If you would

like a copy of the budget or 
to make comment or ask a 
question please contact 
Josh Adams. Mr. Adams is 
the Title VII grant coordina­
tor and he can be reached 
at 546-3104.
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