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Nathan’s Business Services continues family tradition
By Leslie M itts
Spilyay Tymoo

E ig h tee n  years ago a local 
w om an used her business skills to 
start up a business o f  her own: 
N athan’s Business Services.

T h e  o r ig in a l fo u n d e rs  o f  
Nathan’s Business Services ate still 
being honored with their photo 
on  the wall as the busy tax season 
comes to an end.

Randy N athan is currendy run­
n in g  th e  business along  w ith  
Brenda Williams after his parents, 
C harles and  Y vonne N ath an ; 
Started it nearly two decades ago.
■ W hile the originally started the 

business in  their hom e, N athan 
said, “T hey built it to be a pretty 
big business.”
- In  following years the business 

y a s  located near the courthouse 
Cintil N a th an  m oved  it to  the 
W arm Springs Plaza along with 
his outdoor adventure company, 
N8tive Adventures.
’ I t began after Nathan’s mother, 

•'jvho often assisted people with tax 
{preparation, bookkeep ing  and 

.. payroll, wanted to start a business.
I “She wanted to  do something 

w here she could be at hom e,” 
N athan explained.
f Charles and Y vonne N athan  
funded the  business them selves 
by m axing o u t their credit cards

submitted photo

Charles and Yvonne Nathan founded their business 18 
years ago.

and  attended O N A B E N  busi­
ness classes to  learn  m ore abou t 
entrepreneurship.

T he business later m oved to  a 
building on  the campus and had 
four employees. In  fact, files from  
the very start o f  the business are 
still available— and the detailed 
records from  so many years ago 
often surprise d ients w ho haven’t 
h ad  th e ir  taxes p re p a re d  by 
N a th an ’s B usiness Services in 
awhile, N athan said.

N athan helped his parents start 
up their business, so it only m ade 
sense for him  to take over later.

“I saw it sta rt from  the b e­
ginning,” N a th an  said. “ I feel 
p ro u d  b ecause  its so m e th in g

th a t m y m o m  dream t o f  h ap ­
pening.”

N a th a n  m o v e d  to  W arm  
Springs to  take over the business 
w hen  his parents w ere going to  
close it due to  his m o th er’s o n ­
going health  problem s.

E ven  after that, N athan  said, 
his m other rem ained at the busi­
ness as the office m anager until 
she passed away last year.

“She loved the business,”  he 
said.

T h a t’s w hy it’s im portan t to 
N athan  to  keep the business in- 
the family.

“I  to ld  h er I  was going to  try  
to  carry it o n  as m uch as I  can,” 
he said, and also p a rt o f  the  rea­

son  he sta rted  up  his supp le­
m ental business, N 8tive A dven­
tu res th a t he ru n s  during  the 
sum m er m onths.

A f te r  h is m o th e r ’s d ea th , 
N a th an  said, m any com m unity 
m em bers didn’t  realize the busi­
ness was even still running. B ut 
N ath an ’s Business Services re­
m ains open  fo r custom ers w ho 
need  tax p reparation  and o ther 
services like payroll, business 
consulting and bookkeeping.

In  fact, they  can also help 
teach business how  to  success­
fully keep their records.

A ccording to  Williams, “We 
do  teach them  how  to  organize 
their records a lo t better.”

A s fo r tax services, N athan  
said, they  o ffer things like e-fil­
ing, refund  transfers, in stan t re­
funds and m ore. T hey  can do 
business taxes and can even help 
peo p le  w ith  se lf-p repared  re ­
tu rns w ho  need  to  e-file.

T hey also have a lot o f  experi­
ence with tax items that deal spe­
cifically w ith Native Americans. 
“We try to  keep up to  date with 
all the Native Am erican tax is­
sues,” Williams said, and the at­
tend  a training every year th a t 
deals specifically with those issues.

In  addition to  local custom ­
ers, she added, they also serve 
clients from  Madras.
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Randy Nathan and Brenda Williams currently run the 
business.

“ I t makes us a Etde bit unique,” 
Williams said. “We’re a family 
business and we try to treat our 
customers like families too.”

“W e’re  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  
people in the  community,” W il­
liam s added. “ I t ’s really nice 
being a small business in  a small 
com m unity. Y ou really feel a 
part o f  everyone’s lives.”

A  benefit o f  the business, Wil­
liams said, is that it allows them  
the freedom  to  do o ther things, 
like ru n  their outdoor adventure 
com pany during the summer.

Because o f  the sum m er busi­
ness, and  th e  ru sh  during  tax 
season, N ath an  said, they stay 
busy alm ost year-round, except 
for a b reak  during  the holiday 
season.

As for the future o f  the busi­
ness, though N athan shows no 
signs o f  being ready to  retire any­
time soon, the business will m ost 
likely remain in his family w hen 
that time does c o m e .. “I t  could 
probably easily pass to  another 
family m ember,” he said.
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Nathan's Business Service
3240 Walsey Lane 

Next to deli at Warm Springs Plaza 
(541) 553-1200

Get Tax Returns Quickly
Make an appointment today 

Walk-ins Welcome

Voted #1 pawn shop in Madras!
Jefferson County’s only used gun dealer

At Cash and Release,
we are always here to assist you with your short-term loan.

guns, gold, jewelry, beaded items, log splitters 
orchain saws? Maybe a horse trailer or ATV?

Then we have CASH to loan you!

60-day loan period
I f  you don’t need a loan, come visit us for that special gift for someone.

We stock firearms, chainsaws, jewelry, hand tools and lots o f  Native 
American beadwork and traditional regalia. So come in and see us!

Located at: 579 SE 5th Street, across from Thriftway 
Or give us a call at (541) 475*3157.
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