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Gaming restrictions could hurt trlbes

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -
A proposed new federal restric-
tion on the types of slot ma-
chines tribes can offer at casi-
nos could cost Oklahoma tribes
millions of dollars each year, but
would boost funding for the
state's education system.

The National Indian Gaming
Commission wants to create a
greater distinction between
Class II games based on bingo
and Class ITI, or Las Vegas-style,
slot machines.

The distinction is important
because states can only collect
a portion of tribes' profits from
Class III games.

Indian gaming experts have
said the vast majority of exist-
ing Class II machines would
become illegal in 2013 if the
new regulations, as proposed,

take effect.

Tribes have almost univer-
sally denounced the plan as an
unfair imposition on their sov-
ereignty.

Two Oklahoma congressmen
seem to agree, according to their
recent letters to the commission.

“I remain deeply concerned
that there has not been sufficient
consideration of the economic
impacts of these proposed regu-
lations,” Rep. Dan Boren, D-
Okla., wrote in a Dec. 20 letter,

Boren joined Rep. Tom Cole,
R-Okla., in a second letter ask-
ing that the comment period on
the proposed changes be ex-
tended until June.

However, a letter signed by
10 other congressmen urges
“prompt adoption” of the pto-
posed rules.

Both Boren and Cole are on
the House Natural Resources
Committee, which oversees In-
dian gaming,

The 30,044 Class IT machines
in Oklahoma at the end of 2006
represented 59 percent of all
such machines in the country,
economist Alan Meister re-
ported in a study prepared for
the Indian gaming commission.

In 2004, Oklahoma voters
approved compacts allowing
tribes to offer modified Class 111
slot machines.

In return, tribes must pay the
state 4 percent to 6 percent of
the revenue.

That money goes to fund
teacher pay raises and other
education programs, Tribes paid
the state $54.5 million from Class
IIT machine revenue in 2007,

according to the Office of State
Finance.

Most state tribal casinos have
incorporated Class III games,
and a few have moved solely to
compacted machines. However,
Class IT machines still comprise
a large majority of the games
available in Oklahoma, Meister
reported.

Meister said the proposed
Class 11 restrictions would force
tribes to use only compacted
machines by 2013.

If that happens, Oklahoma
tribes would have to pay the
state an estimated $122.3 mil-
lion a year in revenue-sharing
costs, Meister reported.

Oklahoma's current tribal
gaming compacts expire in
2020.

SANTA FE (AP) — A ce-
ramic pot and a 1,000-year-
old ladle looted from New
Mezxico's El Malpais National
Monument are among the
stolen artifacts identified in
a five-year federal investiga-
tion into the smuggling of
Asian and American Indian
antiquities.

Dozens of federal agents
raided a Los Angeles gallery
and four museums in South-
ern California, including the

* Los Angeles County Museum
of Art, searching for arti-
facts taken from protected
archaeological sites in Thai-
land, Myanmar, China and
New Mexico.

\ “There's no question there

is a problem,” said Eric
Blinman, head of the Mu-
seum of New Mexico's Of-
fice of Atchaeological Stud-
es. “There is so much public
land, and there are so few
enforcement officials in any
of the federal agencies.
People can get away with
looting, at least for the short
| oterm

Robett E. Olson, a 79-year-
old dealer from Cerritos, Calif.,
was targeted in the latest raid,
according to a search warrant.
He allegedly told an undercover
National Park Service agent in
2003 that he had removed ar-
chaeological resources from
National Park Service and U.S.
Bureau of Land Management
lands, the search warrant for his
home showed.

Olson allegedly said he had
arranged for buyers to contrib-
ute some of these artifacts to
museums to claim fraudulent
tax deductions, the warrant
showed.

Olson reportedly told the
agent he had the largest collec-
oen of Native Amerigan ladles
in the world — seven of which
were from Chaco Culture Na-
tional Historical Park in north-
western New Mexico, the war-
rant showed.

Olson also reportedly told the
agent a museum owner who
regulatly looted Anasazi sites
took him to El Malpais National
Monument near Grants, where
they found a ceramic storage jar,

the warrant said.

The next day, Olson report-
edly said he returned to the site
and noticed something white in
a crack in the cliff, reached in
and pulled ourt a ladle that was
1,200 years old, according to the
watrant.

Removing archacoiogicél te-
sources from public lands with-
out a permit is a violation of
the 1979 Archaeological Re-
sources Protection Act.

The United States is one of
few countries in the world where
antiquities can be privately
owned, Blinman said.

“People have a finders-keep-
ers attitude toward any neat
stuff. Archaeological stuff quali-
fies,”
Phil Young, a former federal
enforcement agent, said the lo-
cation of “‘ruins" are marked
on old US. Geological Survey
maps.

“The word gets out as far as
where archaeological resources
and artifacts can be found. And
it only takes one bad actor to

he said.

destroy the contextual and sci-
entific information for everyone

-everywhere atonce,’

Agents accuse smuggler of stealing N.M. artifacts

else,” he said.

Tim Maxwell, an archae-
ologist who formerly headed
the Museum of New
Mexico's archaeology office,
said, “people see Mimbres
pots in art catalogs. They see
the prices. That certainly gets
people motivated economi-
cally.”

Kayci Cook Collins, the su-
perintendent at El Malpais,
said the 115,000-acte monu-
ment has thousands of ar-
chaeological sites ranging
from the archaic period to
Spanish colonial contact.

The monument staff gets
some help from volunteers
with the state Historic Pres-
ervation LDivisipn's site watch
program, but “it's hard to be
* she said.

She said it's important to
not remove antiquities from
their context. “There's noth-
ing wrong with being delighted
at seeing a potsherd on the
ground. But how much bet-
ter it is to put it down so the
next person will be delighted

in the same way,” she said.

Bill allows Indians
to start charter schools

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -
Indian tribes could start charter
schools in Oklahoma and Tulsa
counties under a bill that won
approval by a Senate commit-
teg,

The bill passed through com-
mittee Monday and now goes
to the Senate floor for consid-
eration.

State law currently allows
only the state's largest school
districts and public universities
to establish charter schools.

Senate Co-President Pro Tem
Glenn Coffee says expanding
the number of groups that can
set up charter schools will give
parents educational

choices for their children.

more

Charter schools are public
schools established by contract
with sponsors. They are less
regulated than other public
schools and often promote a

specific curriculum or learning -

method.

Archaeologist dig may have found

Chumash home foundation

SANTA BARBARA, Calif.
(AP) — Archaeologists digging in
a garden at the Santa Barbara
Mission may have unearthed
the complete stone foundation
of a Chumash house.

The dig is expected to be
completed Wednesday under the
watchful eyes of American In-
dian reprcscntativcs.

The foundation of the home

is believed to be part of what's

left of a Chumash village at the

site, which is at the northeast- °

ern edge of an Indian pueblo at
the mission.

Much of the village remains /

were destroyed over the years.

In one instance, portions were -

graded to make way for a park-

ing lot in the 1950s and 1960s. '

Mass. governor uses Indian
casino bid to trumpet his own

BOSTON (AP) — Gov. Deval
Patrick, trying to persuade law-
makers to bring casino gambling
to Massachusetts, is bolstering
his jobs-and—r;:venue pitch with
the argument that the Mashpee
Wampanoag Indian tribe will
beat everyone to it.

The tribe - wants the. federal
Bureau of Indian Affairs to ap-
ptove its request to place 540
acres in Middleborough into
fedetal trust — a key step for the
tribe to build a $1 billion casino.

Even though the tribe's ca-
sino could be years away, Patrick
is using it to try to gain support
for his plan to license three re-
sort casinos, which he says
would generate thousands of

jobs and $400 million in annual

, tax revenue.

He's warning that the state
would lose out on a significant

amount of tax money, leaving -
lawmakers to dig into state sav- -

ings to cover budget deficits, if
the tribe wins federal approval
for its land.

“We can either do this or -
Patrick

have this done to us,”
said.

Patrick even put $300 mil- |

lion in would-be casino licens-

ing fees — separate from annual .

tax revenue — in his state bud-
get proposal announced last
month, in an effort to prod the
Legislature.

Cllif’s Repair
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Free towing w/engine or trans
replacement from
Warm Springs & Madras area

Approved Auto Repair

Free Battery Check

475-6613

330 S.W. Culver Hwy.
Madras, OR 97741
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