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Lincoln’s Powwow Tribal Finance earns Award of Excellence

Leslie Mitts/Spilyay

Dancers perform at the Thirty-First Annual Lincoln’s 
Birthday Powwow at Simnasho.

The Finance Department of 
the C onfederated Tribes o f 
Warm Springs has been awarded 
the Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial Re­
porting from the Government 
Finance Officers Association of 
the U.S. and Canada.

The award—the highest form 
of recognition in the area of 
government accounting and fi­
nancial reporting ■- is for the 
tribes’ comprehensive annual 
financial report.

California approves major Indian gaming expansion

Wedding Announcement
Fussell 9>illy and Fedine Kirk announce their 

wedding ceremony on February 23, 2008 
2 p.m. at the Simnasho Fonghouse.

9 a.m. Name Giving, 12 p.m. Funch.

LOS A N G ELES (AP) -  
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
says he's counting on  four 

. wealthy Indian tribes and their 
expanding gambling operations 
to help close California's mas­
sive budget shortfall.

Voters gave their blessing 
Tuesday to the deals allowing 
the tribes' to add thousands of 
slot machines. N ow the question 
is: will the money really make 
much o f a difference?

Propositions 94-97 give the 
tribes rights to 17,000 additional 
slot machines in exchange for 
promises to share hundreds of 
millions .of dollars annually with

A LITTLE, SAVE A

“This is quite a tribute to the 
team at tribal Finance,” said Ray 
Potter, the tribes’chief financial 
officer. “The department’s hard 
work and diligent effort make 
this award possible.”

This is the tenth consecutive 
year the tribes have earned the 
award.

No other Indian tribe in Or­
egon, and no other government 
in Jefferson County has recently 
earned the award. The city of 
Bend and the Bend-LaPine

the cash-strapped state. With 
about 96 percent of the votes 
counted Wednesday morning, 
the measures were leading by a 
margin of 56 percent to 44 per­
cent.

How much California will 
actually take in is up for debate, 
especially in the next 18 months 
as the state struggles to close an 
estimated $14.5 billion shortfall.

The tribes' nonstop televi­
sion ads in recent months have 
promised California will get 
about $400 million annually 
from the deals through 2030, 
to ta ling  nearly $9 billion. 
Schwarzenegger bet weeks ago 
that they would pass, and his fi­
nance team has budgeted for the 
tribes' big checks to begin arriv­
ing in Sacramento by the end of 
the summer. That means he's 
banking that they will begin the 
work of installing new slot ma­
chines almost immediately.

Even if the govefnor and 
tribes are right, the deals would 
cover just 4 percent o f the 
state's shortfall. And at most, the 
gam bling revenue would 
amount to less than one half of 
1 percent of the state's general 
fund budget in any given year 
through 2030.

The state's nonpartisan leg­

School District are the only gov­
ernment entities in the region to 
have earned the award in recent 
years.

Nationally, less than 1 per­
cent of the governments of less 
than 10,000 population have 
earned the award.

According to the Govern­
ment Finance Officers Associa­
tion, the tribes’ comprehensive 
annual financial report has been 
judged by an impartial panel to 
meet the high standards of the

islative analyst, Elizabeth Hill, 
has warned even those estimates 
are too  rosy. She says the 
governor's betting on far too 
much revenue, far too soon.

Even as the tribes and their 
supporters celebrated their vic­
tory Tuesday night at a down­
town Los Angeles ballroom, 
Roger Salazar, spokesman for 
the ballot fight, said it was too 
soon to  say how quickly the 
slots would be installed -  or 
exacdy how much they'd be able 
to pay the state in the next year.

“We're probably looking at 
an additional $200 million over 
the next year but we'll wait till 
the dust setdes before deciding 
how many slot machines the 
tribes will add,” he said.

California's casino industry is 
already second only to Nevada's, 
and the new gambling compacts 
represents a 30 percent increase 
in the number of slots in the 
state.

“Voters said yes to hundreds 
o f millions of dollars in new 
revenue for the state each year, 
and once again said vcs to sinntl- 
ing w ith  C alifornia 's Ind ian  
tribes,” said Salazar.

The deals Would not have 
required voter approval, but a 
coalition o f two other gam­

program, demonstrating a con­
structive “spirit o f full disclo­
sure” to clearly communicate 
the tribes’ financial story and 
motivate potential users and 
user groups to read the report.

The Government Finance 
Officers Association is a non­
profit professional association 
serving approximately 16,000 
government finance profession­
als.

bling-rich tribes, a horse track 
owner and a casino-workers' 
union gathered nearly a million 
signatures to force referendums 
on the deals onto the ballot. 
They raised over $30 million to 
defeat the agreements, but the 
four tribes that stand to gain 
raised about $104 million, for a 
blitz o f television ads to urge 
their approval.

Those opposed argued the 
deals unfairly consolidate casino 
wealth in the hands of a few 
tribes in the state while doing 
little to help dozens of others 
that remain in poverty across 
California. They also worried 
the deals would cut into race 
track profits, increase competi­
tion and curb workers' rights.

“They outspent us 4-to-1 and 
that makes it tough to win any 
political contest,” said Scott 
Macdonald, spokesman for the 
opposition group, No on Unfair 
Gambling Deals. “There are real 
concerns about sharing more 
revenues with poor tribes, pro­
tecting workers and local com­
munities who are lasing 
We hope the governor is listen­
ing if he wants to do more o f , 
these.”
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LAGUNITAS, Calif. (AP) -  
The num ber o f endangered 
coho salmon returning to spawn 
in Marin County has plum ­
meted, and scientists are trying 
to figure out why.

Marin's Lagunitas watershed 
is home to one o f the state's 
largest remaining populations 
o f wild coho salmon. Coho

have become extinct in 90 per­
cent of California streams that 
once supported the species.

The steep coho decline in 
Marin will make it difficult for 
its fragile population to bounce 
back.

Biologists speculate that 
Marin coho may be affected by 
ocean conditions possibly re-

lated to climate change, flood­
ing that flushed out coho eggs 
or the Cosco Busan oil spill.

Rivers and creeks throughout 
California have experienced a 
sharp decline in re tu rn ing  
salmon.populations over the 
past year.

V8, 6.0 Liter, HO, auto, 4WD,

NOW $24,495 
vin#220030

2007 Chevrolet Express 
Van 1500 Cargo

10% OFF
V6, 4.3 Liter, auto, RWD

NOW $17,995 
vin#102756

2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer 
Sport Utility 4D

V6, 3.8 Liter, auto, FWD 
$47#45- 
NOW $14,995 
vin#177564

2007 Dodge Charger SE 
Sedan 4D

6-Cyl, 4.2 Liter, auto, 4WD, 
$277755 
NOW $22,495 
vin#115771

V6, 2.7 Liter, auto, RWD, 
$24^788 
NOW $17,842 
vin#695714

Prices are valid for two w eeks
2000 SW Hwy 26 Madras, OR 97741
Phone 541-475-2238 Fax 475-6108 

www.ggruner.com
4¿ace 1974

Ralph's Furniture & T.V.

525 S.E. 5th Street 
Madras, OR 97741

(541) 475-2578

http://www.ggruner.com

