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Tribal youth lead student group
B y  L e s lie  M itts
Spilyay Tymoo

Nicolas Katchia and Alyssia 
Thompson took a trip this sum­
mer with more than just vaca­
tion in mind.

The two students volun­
teered their time to travel to 
Pittsburgh this summer for 
training as part of the Youth 
Development Team at Madras 
High School—a team that is 
quickly gaining both national 
and regional recognition.

Katchia and Thompson are 
the co-youth development team 
leaders for the upcoming school 
year, and attended the six-day 
training session as part of that 
responsibility.

Fellow team members voted 
the two into the positions at the 
end of the last academic year.

Now, after training, they are 
beginning to make plans for the 
team—including the continua­
tion of an influential film 
project.

The group is an anti-drug and 
anti-violence team made up of 
students who volunteer their 
time during lunch one day per 
week.

Savenia Falquist, youth de­
velopment consultant for Ma­
dras High School, said the 
Youth Development Team was 
selected to be a mentor site for 
the National YOVA project— 
and it’s one of only seven men­
tor sites in the United States.

The Youth Development 
Team received a $3,000 grant 
from the National Crime Pre­
vention Council and the Na­
tional Center for Victims of 
Crime last summer, she added.

“This funding is used to cam­
paign against teen victimization,” 
Falquist explained. “The kids are 
going to actually write our bud­
get for the grant.”

Katchia said the training they 
attended taught them the basics 
about sexual abuse and dating 
violence, among other subjects.

Katchia, a senior at Madras 
High School and also a mem­
ber of the football team, said 
he originally became involved 
with the project when his cousin 
encouraged him to join her.

After that, he worked behind 
the scenes on the group’s film 
project: a film about dating vio­
lence and sexual assault entitled 
“Silent Message.”

Through the training, 
Katchia said, “I guess I learned 
that there are a lot of sites out 
there that are willing to help 
you.”

Shortly after the beginning 
of the academic year, Katchia 
said, “We’ll be planning stuff 
out.”

Thompson was unavailable 
for comment.

Falquist said the duo has been 
very committed to their work 
with the Youth Development 
Team— something that is ex­
pected of all the team members.

When a student first becomes 
involved, she said, they have to 
sign an informal contract stat-
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ing that they will maintain pass­
ing grades and continue to re­
sponsibly contribute to the 
group.

Students can become in­
volved with the group by vol­
unteering, Falquist said. “I also 
get referrals for kids that are 
really struggling in school to get 
them linked into something,” she 
added.

The Youth Development 
Team was first established two 
years ago.

Last year’s project, the “Si­
lent Message” film, has grown 
into such a large project that the 
team plans to continue their 
work this year.

They will premier the film in 
Bend on October 4, and already 
showed a preview at a workshop 
this summer.

“We took the preview and we 
did a workshop in Corvallis at 
the violence prevention summer 
institute,” Falquist said.

Six students presented the 
project to a group of profes­
sionals.

Five programs in Eugene 
have already invited the group 
to help develop female-specific 
programs, and Falquist said she 
thinks that will only continue.

“This year because we did 
such a huge film project I have 
a feeling that we are going to be 
going around and working with 
other organizations and doing 
some trainings,” she said.

While Falquist is impressed 
with the student’s work, she feels 
that will only continue to grow. 
“They’re going to get a lot of 
positive recognition for this,” she 
said.

She also believes the students’ 
work will help to break down 
stereotypes.

“I think that as a 34-year-old 
woman coming from a city, 
walking into Madras and start­
ing to work with Warm Springs 
and Madras folks and their kids, 
I am just so impressed,” she said. 
“Some of these kids come from 
the most difficult circumstances 
that we can imagine and for 
them to take their volunteer 
time and to stay dedicated and 
committed and go to places dur­
ing their summer break and stay 
in touch with me and keep re­
sponding to things is just really 
amazing.”

“I think they should be com­
mended for it,” Falquist contin­
ued. “I work with a lot of high- 
risk kids, and when you give 
them the pathway for opportu­
nity, they want to make change.”

378 S.W. Fifth St. 541-475-1508
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EXTINCTION 
ITOPS HIRE

A  Celebration of Salm on 
¡I and a Rally for Action

_  Join guest speaker David James
¡ r  Duncan and leaders from the Pacific 

Northwest tribal and fishing communities 
for food, family fun and straight talk about 

the failure of leadership to protect our
shared fishing heritage.

Tuesday, Sept. 19  • 5 to 8 pm 
Sellw ood Riverfront Park in Portland, Oregon

FREE SALMON BAKE
SaveOur wild  Salmon
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Printed & Embroidered Apparel 

Promotional Products
Phone 541/475-8700 Fax 541/475-8703 www.theidzone.com

T-Shirts, Hats, Ink Pens,
Polo Shirts, Jackets & MORE!

Nike ♦ Carhart ♦ Adidas ♦ Columbia Sportswear ♦ Ping 
Cutter & Buck ♦ Sorel ♦ Dickies Wear

Give us a call today! ca
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Warm Springs, Please support the businesses you see 
in the Spilyay —  They give back to the local community! Visit our website at: wwww.indiandreamstrading.com
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