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High huckleberry demand hurts tribes
By Kara Briggs

The huckleberries are ripen­
ing in the mountains o f the 
Pacific Northwest, but this isn’t 
a guide to finding secret 
patches.

As a Yakam a and a 
N orth Idaho property 
owner, I am deeply con­
cerned about the future of this 
sweet-tart wild purple berry. I 
fear if  we continue merchandis­
ing berries, we may see the 
huckleberry decline and face 
extinction as the wild salmon 
has.

In recent years, busloads of 
commercial pickers have rou­
tinely descended on ripening 
berry fields in Western Wash­
in g to n  and O regon and 
stripped the bushes of berries 
before anyone else could share 
in the harvest.

The pressure on huckleber­
ries in Eastern Washington and 
North Idaho doesn’t appear to 
be as severe at the moment. But 
as our po p u la tio n  grow s 
regionwide, and as an increas­
ing number o f gourmet prod­
ucts containing the berries fill 
shelves at stores, we must pay 
attention to this relatively frag­
ile harvest.

The wild huckleberry cannot 
support the pressure from hun­
dreds of small businesses and 
restauran ts in the w ay that 
farm ed strawberries or blue 
berries can. The work of area 
u n iversities tow ard farm ed 
huckleberries raises a whole dif­
ferent specter of concerns, as 
farm ed  salm on ra ise  for 
the health of wild salmon.

Yet with the advent of large- 
scale com m ercial p icking, a 
flurry o f recipes gushing about 
the wild flavor of huckleberries 
have appeared in publications, 
such as Southw est A ir lin e ’s 
Spirit Magazine. Articles such 
as the one promoting a mecha­
nized picker for huckleberries 
that appeared in The Spokes-

man-Review on July 2 run with­
out mention of the concerns 
voiced by tribes.

Consistendy at meetings of 
the Affiliated Tribes of 
N orthw est Ind ians, 
leaders decry the picking 
of declining berry crops 
for anything other than 

personal use or tribal ceremo­
nial use.

Huckleberries are sacred to 
Northwest tribes. We hold cer­
emonies to mark their ripening. 
For millennia we have tended 
the b erry  fie ld s , w h ich , 
like the salmon, are protected by 
our treaties. Still over the last 
century, the fields have been 
taken over by private property, 
by state agencies and, particu­
larly, by the U.S. Forest Service, 
which manages our mountain­
ous national forests.

The remaining huckleberry 
fields exist because tribes his­
to r ic a lly  c leared  trees and 
burned brush to let the life-giv­
in g  ligh t reach  the 
berries. But most management 
o f the fields has been aban­
doned. In forests where 40 years 
ago there were huckleberry 
fields, tall trees now shade the 
fields.

Tribal elders say these fields 
include those where they re­
member camping for weeks at 
a time each summer, as families 
picked berries. Those camping 
trips were about far more than 
the harvest of berries. Stories 
were told, perhaps, like those 
about the Inland Northwest 
tribes’ trickster Coyote, whose 
exceedingly wise sisters were 
huckleberries.

In that time berries were 
carefully handled so none were 
wasted, and the bushes were left 
intact to bear another year. One 
reaso n  fo r such g rea t 
care was the belief that huckle­
berr ies  cou ld  leave i f  they 
weren’t treated respectfully.

Now many tribal elders won-

der if  that’s happening.
The fate of the huckleberry 

may be in the hands of consum­
ers, who choose to order that 
huckleberry daiquiri or cheese 
cake, and to buy soap, syrup and 
salad dressing made with the 
berries.

Claims on the University of 
Idaho Web site that commercial 
use of huckleberries is okay be­
cause the berries were a tribal 
trade item ignores the facts. 
Tribal women who historically 
traded in huckleberries under­
took the physical care of the 
berry fields and also spiritual 
care through first fruit ceremo­
nies.

Now it’s up to us.
We, the taxpayers, can pres­

sure the U.S. Forest Service and 
other governments to work with 
tribes in managing the huckle­
berry field, and enforce rules 
that require permits to be pur­
chased for commercial huckle­
berry picking.

R egional national forests 
need to change contradictory 
rules that tell pickers that their 
huckleberries must be used at 
home. But they allow such a 
large volume to be picked — 30 
gallons a season in the Idaho 
Panhandle National Forest and 
three gallons a day in the Colville 
National Forest — that they in­
vite the sale of berries, particu­
larly during times of high un­
employment.

We, consumers, can decide to 
buy products made with renew­
able farm-raised berries. That 
will save for future generations 
the joyous experience of burst­
ing a teeth-staining huckleberry 
in  your m outh a fter 
a long hot day of mountainside 
picking.

(This article f i r s t  appeared A u -  

gu s t 1, 2006, as a gu es t opinion in 
The Spokesman-Review, copyright 
2006. R eprinted with perm ission  
o f  The Spokesman-Review.)
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3 men called home
By Tina Aguilar

June 16 th, 2006, Jesus called three young men home that day, 
to Join Him in Heaven,

He welcomed them to stay.
He said, ‘Your work here on earth is done, fighting fo r  free­

dom, your race y o u ’ve won.
PFC Thomas Tucker, the day you  were born your parents 

elated with jo y
Watching you  grow yea r after year, you still were their baby 

boy.
Sportsman, mechanic, and musician you  did it all.
Many family and friends you  left when the Army did call. 
The love you  gave yourfam ily throughout the years,
Will be with them forever, they will always hold dear.
When you  left to fightforfreedom  fo r  all in the USA,
No one knew o f the heroes you  three would become that day. 
Knowingyou wouldn’t see your home and loved ones again, you  

prayed to me,
I heard your call and took all three o f you home as fa st as 

could be.
You asked me to comfort loved ones left behind,
To reassure each one o f the love and comfort only I can bind. 
Sharingyou with the world, you r parents will stand strong. 
Knowing it was your choice to help those you  fe lt  were done 

wrong.
Toys you  were when you  left to jo in  the fight,
Men, and Heroes you  returned, bright rays o f light.
Forever you  will be remembered and loved.
As you  dwell with me in Heaven above. ”
So family and friends o f those we’ve lost,
Remember that freedom comes with big, big cost.
Our servicemen and servicewomen need our prayers and love, 
Each day we can remember those that are in heaven above.
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Ciood Sunday thru Thrusday, now thru October 19, 2006. 

Reservations recommended. Subject to availability.

Casino September Cash Bonanza
Drawincjs every Friday and Saturday 

at 8pm for $500,9pm for $1,000 & 10pm for $1,500.

Grand Prize Cash Drawings on Saturday, Septemberi6 
for $5,000 at 11pm and Septembe^o at 11pm for $10,000.

Must be present to win. See casino for details.
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