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Cultural site:
considered
sacred
(Continued from page 1)

In a Jan. 30 letter addressed 
to the Walkers, Griffin said he 
had determined that the site, 
which he called the Dry River 
Gorge at Horse Ridge, is eligible 
for listing on the national regis­
ter.

The area has the potential o f  
yielding “significant inform a­
tion” on the importance o f the 
area to the Paiute people, G rif­
fin wrote.

Griffin’s endorsement is im­
portant, because the nine-mem­
ber State Advisory Committee 
on Historic Preservation must 
approve the nomination before 
the site can be reviewed by the 
National Park Service for list­
ing on the national register, said 
David Bogan, spokesman for 
the Heritage Conservation Di­
v ision  o f  the O regon State  
Parks and Recreation Depart­
ment.

It’s unclear how long that 
process will take.

Deschutes County commis­
sioners plan to vote on whether 
to permit the mine at an upcom­
ing meeting.

The Walker property has also 
been the subject o f another lo­
cal effort to protect the site.

On Jan. 26, the landmarks 
commission unanimously rec­
ommended that the Deschutes 
County Commission add five 
acres o f  the parcel to the 
county’s inventory o f  historic 
and cultural resources.

I f  commissioners approve 
the recommendation, the addi­
tion could make county planners 
“more likely to carefully con­
sider adverse im pacts” from  
surrounding land uses, accord­
ing to a report authored by Pat

Kliewer, cultural and historic 
planner who works for the city 
of Bend.

Of 1,734 surveyed archaeo­
logical sites in Deschutes 
County, the Walker site -  which 
contains more than 200 picto- 
graphs, or rock paintings -  has 
been determined most signifi­
cant by archaeologists and the 
University of Oregon’s archae­
ology department, Kliewer’s re­
port states.

The site is significant not only 
for its history. Tribes that con­
sider the site sacred and cur­
rently visit include the Confed­
erated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation, the Burns 
Paiutes, the Northern Paiutes 
and the Klamath Tribes, the re­
port says.

“This is more than a place 
that is just an oddity or a place 
where there are old things,” 
Kliewer said. “This is part of 
ongoing culture.”

American Indian visitors 
have migrated across what is 
now the Walker property for 
millennia, according to the Land­
marks Commission report.

Water, game animals and a 
nearby supply of obsidian, 
which was used to make tools, 
drew tribes from British Colum­
bia, Washington, Idaho and the 
Columbia River Gorge from the 
north, while Klamath tribes vis­
ited from the south.

The Walker ranch was part 
of an 1,800-acre ranch estab­
lished by George Millican in 
1870. Other homesteaders fol­
lowed, and by 1915 there were 
60 homesteads and 500 acres 
of rye and wheat crops being 
cultivated in the Millican Valley, 
according to the report.

But a drought that hit around 
the same time as the 1918 Span­
ish influenza epidemic halted 
growth in the community. Lum­
ber mills that opened in Bend 
around the same time drew set­

tlers away, leaving only cows and 
a few ranchers.

Since the rock mine was pro­
posed in the area last year, tribes 
have weighed in on the signifi­
cance of the site.

“This area is one of very few 
left that has such special mean­
ing to us as a connection to our 
past, present and future,” wrote 
Perry Chocktoot, a cultural re­
source protection specialist for 
the Klamath Tribes. “It would 
be a tragedy to lose another sa­
cred area to the so-called 
progress of America.”

The Burns Paiutes have a 
connection to the site as well, 
said Minerva Teeman Soucie, a 
tribal elder who wrote urging 
Deschutes County to protect 
the area.

“This is a sacred area and we 
should do all we can to protect 
it from damage,” Soucie wrote. 
“This is one of the treasures of 
the area and I feel that one day, 
someone will come in on an all- 
terrain vehicle and cart the rock 
art away.”
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475-9111
We are proud that 90% of all our 

tires are produced in the U.S. of A.

Monday-Friday: 
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday:
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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wLets Fish the Deschutest

22-mile Indian Guided Fishing Tour 
on the Spectacular Deschutes River

E-maii: Hverbendi@bendnet.com

PH; (541) 553-1051
P.0. Box 976 • Warm Springs, OR 97761 CEU; (541) 410-1877

World of Treasures

&  Second Time Around
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Stop in Today
New Porcelain lamps 4 colors, 2 styles, $24

Over 30 used dressers—table & chair sets—entertainment 
centers—new sofas—love seats—brand new iron canopy bed 

$179—China hutches—new and used coffee table sets—bar 

stools—home decor—VHS tapes

Stop by
There’s more to see!

Layaway, and credit cards welcome.
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W orld of Treasures Inc.
178 SW  5th St, Madras, OR 97741 -  541-475-6991

( T h e  o ld  H a t f ie ld  B u i ld in g  in d o w n t o w n  M a d r a s )

. Job
opportunities

If you want a job 
with adventure and 
excitement, and you 
want to enhance your 
fishing skills, row a 
boat, be on the river 
and meet people, then 
you’ll want to check 
out this unique oppor­
tunity.

Needed: One
shuttle driver, and one 
river guide.

The shuttle driver 
picks up and drops off 
customers on the river. 
The river guide is for fly 
fishermen from Trout 
Creek to W iskey 
Dicks.

Opportunity for spe­
cialized training, can 
make tips, become a 
highly effective fly fish­
erman. Meet lots of 
nice people, row a 
boat, be on the river, 
and just plain have fun.

Contact Al at (541) 
553-1051; or Commu­
nity Employment at 
553-3298 for more de­
tails.
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Eagle-Tech Systems now offers cost effective 
on-site business PC and Network Services in the 
Warm Springs and Madras area.

PC installation and service for most PC desktop and laptops
Network Installation and Management
Office Wireless systems
Peripheral Service
Data backup and recovery service
Network Security
Microsoft Office Support
Internet Security Planning to Protect Against Online Threats
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Certified staff including Microsoft Certified Professional, A+, Cisco. Linux.

TECHNICAL SERVICE TO THE WARM SPRINGS & MADRAS AREAS

P A ß L F . T F r M
Warm Springs (541)553-3501

Hours: M-F, 8 a
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