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Students advance in basketball contest
B y Brian Mortensen
Spilyay Tymoo

If Jalen Graybael should be­
come a Madras White Buffalo 
basketball player in the future, 
he might not be the player op­
posing teams would want to foul 
in the last minute of a game.

Graybael, 9, a fourth-grader 
at Warm Springs Elementary, is 
competing in the Elks Hoop 
Shoot, a free throw-shoo ting 
competition sponsored nation­
ally by the Fraternal Order of 
Elks.

Graybael made 18 of 25 free 
throws, or 72 percent, at a re­
gional com petition in Burns 
Feb. 3 to move on to the state 
competition in McMinnville Sat­
urday. If he places well there, he 
would move on to West Re­
gional competition in Portland 
March 4.

Graybael advanced to the 
competition in Burns by hitting 
18 of 25 in the opening round 
com petition  in  M adras last 
month.

Jalen Graybael

Another Warm Springs stu­
dent, Teneasha Adams, qualified 
to advance to the regional com­
petition in Burns but did not 
compete there. Adams, 10, is a 
fifth-grader, and she made 10 of 
her 25 free throws at the Ma­
dras competition.

Graybael, the son of Brent 
and Rosa Graybael, said basket­
ball is his favorite sport, and he 
has been playing since he was 
six.

He said he bounces the bas-

Teneasha Adams

ketball about four times or less 
when he steps up to the foul 
line.

He said he practices his free 
throw  shooting both at the 
Warm Springs Elementary gym 
and at home.

Adams said she practices at 
home and aspires to play for the 
Madras White Buffalos, as her 
sister, junior Shirelle Adams, 
does this year.

Warm Springs, Please 
support the businesses you  see 

in the Spilyay Tymoo —
They give back to the local 

community!
\________________________J

Indian charter school 
curbs dropout rate

24 NE Plum 
Madras 

475-7560

M ISSIO N , O re. (AP) -  
Upon first glance, it looks like a 
typical public school classroom. 
A dozen teenage students lean 
over their desks and ponder test 
questions while their teacher, 
Mary Green, grades papers at 
her desk.

Look closer and you notice 
some intriguing differences.

President Bush smiles from 
a poster on the wall, not unusual 
until you read the text below — 
“wanichi Push” — which is Presi­
dent Bush in the Umatilla Indian 
language.

The word joins a host o f 
other vocabulary words including 
“ytdam a” (cheerleaders) and 
“tipawalukwilkiwilama” (foot­
ball team).

Nearby, Syreeta Thompson 
raises her head from her paper 
as the baby in a carrier at her 
feet starts crying. Syreeta picks 
up the infant, rummages for a 
bottle and starts feeding it.

The baby is actually a life-size 
doll that cries periodically to in­
dicate when she’s stressed.

Syreeta  m ust figure out 
what’s wrong and respond by 
feeding, diapering or rocking 
her.

While the program is com­
mon in high schools to impress 
upon students how much is in­
volved in caring for infants, this 
doll is a little different than the 
typical model. It’s American In­
dian.

Outside the classroom, in the 
hallway, vivid posters recount 
h is to r ica l events _  not the 
A m erican Revolution or the 
Battle of the Bulge, rather the 
Battle o f Little Bighorn, the In­
dian Removal Act of 1830 and 
other events especially impor­
tant in American Indian circles.

The N ixyaaw ii C harter 
School emphasizes American 
Indian language and culture. 
Students study native tongues, 
choosing to learn either Nez 
Perce, Walla Walla or Cayuse dia­
lects.

Most of the school’s 65 stu­
dents are American Indian.

Chartered in July 2004, the 
school sought to turn around a 
horrendously high dropout rate 
among American Indian stu­
dents and to bring native lan­
guages and culture back from 
the brink.

P rincipal A nnie Tester, a 
m u lti-tasker ex trao rd ina ire , 
scrambled to pull a curriculum 
together and develop a plan of 
operation before the school’s 
doors opened.

“There was nothing in place,” 
she said, remembering that she

w ent w ith o u t pay for two 
months because the school had 
no one to take care o f the 
books. “It’s pretty daunting to 
open up a new school.”

Over time, the school in ­
vented itself. Tester watched 
with fascination as the year pro­
gressed, systems were put in 
place and students responded to 
the school’s unique curriculum.

By the end o f N ixyaawii’s 
maiden year, Tester was encour­
aged. Student dropout rates 
were down, grades were up and 
attendance statistics showed 
radical improvement.

Tester says attendance is key. 
“We call. We pick them up,” 

she said . “T hey don ’t fa ll 
through the cracks.”

Graduation was an emotional 
affair. Three chiefs led a proces­
sion of six graduates into the 
gym, which was filled to capac­
ity. M any in the aud ience 
brushed tears away as they lis­
tened to each student speak.

“ Y ou c o u ld  fe e l th e  
p r id e ,” T e s te r  sa id . “The  
walls o f the gym  expanded 
w ith  the p ride .”

Eagle-Tech Systems now offers cost effective 
on-site business PC and Network Services in the 
Warm Springs and Madras area.

• PC installation and service for most PC desktop and laptops
• Network Installation and Management
• Office Wireless systems
• Peripheral Service
• Data backup and recovery service
• Network Security
• Microsoft Office Support
• Internet Security Planning to Protect Against Online Threats

Certified staff including Microsoft Certified Professional, A*. Cisco, Linux. ....

The Cobbler Shop
Boot, Shoe and Leather

Repair
475-2387

147 N.E. 5th Street, Madras

Authorized Dealer for NICKS 
Also for WILSON and VIBERG

Boots

Mon-Thurs 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
Friday 8:00 a.m to 5:30 p.m.

DROP OFF Ochoco Feed 201W 10th 
Prineville, PICK UP at Fair Feed 105 
SE Lynn Prineville
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