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Novel inspired by true stories of the Big Muddy Ranch
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.presence of Native Americans
whose heritage has alw ays been
and will forever be lied to the
land that enfolds the Big Muddy,
from the root diggers in the first

part to Buckle, the chauffeur
from Warm Springs, in the sec-

ond part, who also appears in

the third part..
"Obviously, that's purposeful,

in part because I wanted to

keep the reader aware that be-

fore there were all these things,
there were Native Americans

here, and that's an influence that
I hope will continue to be,

"Buckle is an independent
businessman, he's doing the best

he can, he transfers people
around, but he's a kind anil gen-

erous person who can see what's

going on here. He's not a part
of it, but is willing to assist some-

one who might be needing a way

out. I le's a good guy."

Kirkpatrick said her interest
in communal societies led her

to her next project, a two-boo- k

series about the Bethelite people
who formed in Missouri in the
1850s and, in their search for a

new home, sent a group of nine

men and one woman as a scout

team.
"I think it's a book about try-

ing to find your unique identity
within a community that, par-

ticularly with the women, tends

to require conformity," she said.

The book will also take a look

at defined groups where people
who profess to be charitable to
others and may in fact be chari-

table remain isolated within their

own denominational lines.

She said this project was due

to be delivered to her editors

next month.

skepticism and conversion, all

the while regaining faith in her

marriage.
"I wanted to identify, in the

first section in particular, about
those times in our life, particu-

larly in our faith life, when we

feel separated and we feel

maybe betrayed and we wonder
what we can do, and do we have

to wait for something to hap-

pen before we can make a

change," she said.

"My philosophy is that we
don't have to wait. It's still al-

ways up to us in how we deal

with circumstances that arc
handed out to us, and we can
either let them weigh us down,
or we can say this is what I can

do, take a risk, basically."

Of the second part, during
what she describes as being a

"hostile" time, Kirkpatrick said

"that even in those times of
great tragedy and great trial,

people can still change, people
can still make new connections."

In the third part, Kirkpatrick
said she wanted to "convey what
it would be like to be married

to someone who seemed to
have a calling and identify with
what your own loyalties might
be, that love certainly asks for

some sacrifices, asks for some

change, and that change doesn't

have to be a negative thing for
us."

She said she wanted to ex-

plore the "divisiveness" between

those more demonstrative in

their faith from those who may
be more private, and the way

they can come together over a

common cause, a love for

people.
Naturally, the third part of

" wanted to keep the

reader aware that

before there were all
these things, there were

Native Americans here,

and that's an influence

that 1 hope will con-

tinue to he."
Jan Kirkpatrick

the book was easier to research

because most of the people in-

volved with the current
Wildhorse Canyon are still alive

and were available for inter-

views, which Kirkpatrick said

was new to her, since she deals

with mostly historical subjects in

her writings. The challenge, she

said, was accounting for the

myriad people who contributed

to the forming of Wildhorse

Canyon yet maintaining focus

and consistency with the first

two parts.
"Jill and Tom were not nearly

as strong in the first draft as

what they became," she said. "It

really became Jill and Tom's

story and the rest of them were

peripheral. In the original draft,
it was 'everybody's story,' and I

was trying to show all these

people and it was chaotic.

"My hope is that it will be a

story for someone who's never
heard of Young Life, or never
heard of Rajnccshpurham, or
could care less abf ut the West

and cattle and sheep. They could

pick it up and read it as a story
about life challenges and capac-

ity to change and God's faith-

fulness."

Throughout the novel is the

enment through detachment. It

focuses on a mother who tries

to rescue her daughter and

granddaughter from the clutches

of the Bhagwan's teaching and

the oppressive control of his

minions like Ma Anand Shccla.

I laving an acquaintance who

became a Sannyushi, or follower

of the Bhagwan, and living in

the area during the time,

Kirkpatrick knowingly
chronicles the era, recounting
the Rajneeshecs' attempts to

swing a county election their way

by busing thousands of home-

less people to the area, and al-

legedly poisoning 10 salad bars

in The Dalles, resulting in 751

food-poiso- n cases, the first
bioterrorism attack in the
United States.

"I was director of the men-

tal health program in Bend, so

we had some connection
through the Central Oregon
Counselors.Association and the

Rajneeshees would send some

representatives to that," she said.

"And then in '84, which was the

upbuilding and deterioration, my
husband and 1 were living
downriver about 70 miles. We

didn't have a phone for a year
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The canyon-corrugate- un-

dulating land cast of Antelope
was once known as, and is again

known as the Dig Muddy
Ranch. The Hig Muddy has ex-

perienced it share of turmoil,
both on its surface and among
the people who have inhabited
it over time. Hut in its aged re-

siliency the Big Muddy has ex-

perienced miracles.

These miracles arc what Jane

Kirkpatrick allows readers to

experience in her novel, A lintt
of Sheltered Promise, released in

April.

Kirkpatrick lives with her

husband Jerry on a remote spot
on the John Day River about 70

miles east of the Big Muddy
Ranch. She worked on the
Warm Springs Reservation as

an educational and mental
' health consultant for 17 years,

i Additionally, her parents resided
I at I ligh Iiokec Ixnlge.

"I still have people there who

are important in my life," she

said.

I ler book focuses on women

who were visitors to the the Big

Muddy. Native Americans, who
i lived, traveled and hunted for

roots in the area, now part of
the ceded lands, are present
when the book opens around the

j turn of the 20'h century. The

book then moves through the

time of the land's occupation by

the followers of the Bhagwan
Shree Rajnecsh in the 1980s, to
the efforts in the 1990s to be-

gin what the Big Muddy Ranch

is now, Wildhorse Canyon, a

camp owned by the nationwide

youth ministry Young Life.

Kirkpatrick was at Wildhorse

Canyon to launch her book as

part of a retreat of the
Wildhorse Partners Club last

month. Such a tie-i- n makes
a i pa! i.W'.'j fil '' t

sense: s uana vj jneuerea from- -

ise is a study of faith among its

characters, three women on dif-

ferent marks of a timeline, but

its main character could be the

land of "the Big Muddy" itself.

"I think the interest for me

came because it was a landscape
that seemed to attract ex-

tremes," Kirkpatrick said. "Dur-

ing the Native experience here,
there was a bloody time. Chief

Paulina was supposedly killed

somewhere in this vicinity. And

then I learned about the sheep
and cattle wars. There were is-

sues about whether it was over-

grazed. And then the

Rajneeshees came in and there

was the question of whether

they abused it or improved it.

"But, through it all, the land,
even though it looks to be

changing, remained unchanged.
I think it's a spiritual place."

When the Rajneeshees left

the area in 1986, they left much

of the buildings and infrastruc- -

ture that would be central to the

construction of Wildhorse Can- -

yon, which opened in June of
1999.

"In many ways, whatever

overgrazing happened, whatever

went on with the dramatic rapid

building during the Rajnecsh era,
whatever happened, if you look

around, it looks healed," she

said.

The book is in three parts. It

begins with the story of Eva

Cora Thompson Bruner, a

young wife who waits as her

husband, D.L. Bruner, a sheep-herd- er

for the Prineville Land

and Livestock Company at the

Big Muddy Ranch, is on trial and

eventually sentenced to life in

prison for murder.

Eva, a mere teenager when

she marries D.L., bears the

couple's daughter while her hus-

band is in prison and remains

faithful to him, believing her
husband did not kill on purpose
- her belief confirmed while she

hunted deer alone after his sen-

tence.
While her husband contracts

tuberculosis in the Oregon State

Prison, Eva successfully works
'i. ' ' ',!.''with his' attorney' to have D.L.

pardoned so he may return to
his wife and daughter to live on

the Big Muddy Ranch.

"What I know about Eva
Bruner in fact is that she was

married to D.L. Bruner,"
Kirkpatrick said. "She was 17 at
the time of the trial in 1901. She

was asked to testify against him,
from what I could gather, in the

court hearings. And D.L. was ac- -

tually pardoned. But the rest of
hcr story, about why she wanted

to come here or having a child

and working on behalf of her-

self, hoping that something
might happen, that's all fictional."

The second part of the book

is set in 1984, during the time

when Antelope was called

Rajneesh and the Big Muddy
was called Rajneeshpurham.
This was when thousands of
people lived in the canyon with

the promise of a life of enlight- -
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down in the canyon, so we

didn't know much about what

was going on except through the

newspapers.
"I did have a contact, a

woman who had been here, and

she is actually the former mayor
of Antelope. I had come here

in '82, and I spent an afternoon

with her, trying to understand

what she was doing here. She

was certainly devoted and be--

lieved this was die best thing that

could happen. Most of the

Sannyasins, if you talk to them,
even today, they will say it was

the best time of their lives."

The third part of the book

moves to 1995, when Tom and

Jill Hartley helped turn the aban-

doned Rajneesh compound into

what is now Wildhorse Canyon.
The section follows Tom

Hartley's dogged belief in the

vision and Jill Hartley's initial
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Attention:
Lamprey harvesters at

Willamette Falls
Portland General Electric and the U.S. Geological

Survey is conducting an adult eel (Pacific lamprey)
radio tagging study at Willamette Falls during the tribal

harvest period, June 1 July 31, 2005.

They are surgically implanting 150 eels with radio

tags and releasing them below Willamette Falls for
the study. The tagged eels will have an antenna show-

ing near the tail.
If a tagged lamprey is harvested, please return it

to the river to remain a part of the study.
If a tagged lamprey is accidentally removed from

the falls, please call PGE at 503-630-82- 32 before
eating any tagged lamprey. The same phone num-

ber is on the radio tag. ;

Thank you, from PGE Environmental
'
Services and

USGS ,

:

.The Warm Springs Department of Natural Re-

sources would also like you to be aware that
Willamette Falls eels have potentially been introduced
to a chemical during the surgical process that should
not be consumed within 30 days of exposure.

Therefore, it is important to call the above PGE

phone number to verify that the eels are past the 30-d-ay

period.
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