News from Indian Country

Pre-Easter
collision
claims five
near Klamath

KLEAMATH FALLS (AP) = A colli
sion east of here thar claimed five lives
of a Family from Beatry was a tragic
end to a willing volunteer trip to Kli
math Falls to pick up Easter supplies
tor her church.

Ir ended on Oregon 140 cast of
Klamath Falls Satueday evening in a
collision that killed Cleora Godowa, 60,
a daughter Marilyn, 25, granddaugh
ters ViJune Amerr, 18, and Jamie Smath,
2, and great-granddavghter Tierra Wil
son, 3.

Residents sard Godowa readily vol
unteered for the 90-mile round trip

“That

Madeline Hutchinson, a pastor of the

was just Cleora,” saud

town'’s Assembly of God chiurch. “1
she wasn’t heading out ro help this per
son, it was to help that one,”

The right rear tre on Godowa's car
blew out ar 4:50 p., sencing 1t o
the path of an oncoming pickup. Al
five were ejected and pronounced dead
ar the scene, state police said.

Oregon State trooper Phil Browder
said what he saw when he got there 90
minutes later will stick with him tor
evern

“Stuffed Easter bunnies, chocolaies
and diapers strewn all over the rogd.”
said Browder, who said i was the worst
he had seen in more than 20 years on
the job.

I gotup this morning w put Easter
eggs out for my own kids betore 1 len
for work. I coulda’t help but think,
here’s a family that won't get o do this
today. Just horrific.”

Trooper Mark Moore satd Kevin
Newman, 41, of Bly, the driver of the
I\i{‘l-.up. had no tme ro take evasive
action. “He did everything he could
avoid this, but he really had no chanee,”
— Moaore said.

Moore and passenger James
Amberg, 44, also of Bly, were weared
ar the scene.

Browder said there were “very dis
tinct marks oft the Pravaement troum o
tire failing.”

Witnesses in another vehicle r
ported seeing a plume of smoke nea
the nre about the tme it veered across
the center line and was broadsided I
the pickup.

Moore said investiganon is continu
ing but that e appears none of the five
was wearing a seatbelr.

About 800 people live inthe unin
corporated Beatty area, Mostare meim
bers of the Klamath tribe, as wene the
five victims.
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“They call this place the Indian T
angle,” said Brittany Baldwin, 15,
Godowa's great-niece who prew up with
\rnett and graduared with her last
spring from Bonanza High School

“Native
other every day, We know all about cach

\mericans live by each

other and ate always helping one an
other out.™

Pastor Hutchinson said Godowa'’s
volunreenism, from dnvine neiphbors
to- doctors visits to cooking meals ar
the community center, was well known

“You never know what's poing 1o
|‘l.1ppc|1‘“ she said. “This was a dav that
evervone thought they'd be happy on
FEaster. 1t just didn't end thar way”

CGrodowa 1s survived by her hushand,
[ames, three sonsg, a daughrer and
grandchildren. Plans for 4 memonul

service are pending
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Researchers eye Sacagawea'’s illness

ST. LOUIS (AP
fatil illness duning the Lewis and Clark

Sacagawea'’s near

l \|"L’tl|lil wn mav have been !]'I(.‘ I'l.‘.\lli!
of & miscarriage from a second preg
nancy, two St Louts scholars believe,
History protessors Peter Kastor and
Conevery Bolton Valencius of Wash
ington University have been serutimz.
ing the explorers” journals from their
1504-06 westward expedition. The
journals, thev said, otfer clues
through cuphemisms common at the
e Iml since I.1r;.:l‘|\ [.:JI'IL'_IIII(.‘T] IIl\lI
caung thar Sacagawen may have be
come il while carrving a second child.
We cant el for sure, we'll }1ru|>
ablv never really know,” Valencius sad
Fradhav, “Whar we're trving to do is raise
this as a possibility. There's a lor that
these joutnals have to sav about how a
WONBIN'S b lli\' Wils 1l1|t|t‘t~lnmf .‘
Sacagawea was a Shoshone Indian
reenager when she, her husband,
French-Canadian fur trader Toussaint
Charbonneau, and ther intanr son

joined Merwether Lewis and William
Clark’s expedition in what 1s now Noeth
Dakota during the winter of [RO405

She was the only femuale on the
pedition and served as an interprercr
as Lewts and Clark explored termion
seguired in the Lowsuna Purchase. e
presence wlso proy ided proot to ather
American Indians of the ¢speding
friendly intentions,

Lewis and Clurk muaintamed ex
sive diaries that provided a glimpse o
the nme, helped detine boundanes
offered detatled desct iprons and dras

ings ol pn'\mnr-h unrecorded speci
Bt Kastor sad scholars have taled
to recognize the literiry convention
|'.'.t\t'll Iny lllt' u\ph-n IS, includin
use of cuphemisms, botne partly oy
of modesty, in describing tssues relared
to women’s health.
The journals nored thar Sacagawen
became exstremely il when her son, |
Bapuste, was about 6 mosths old

“It she dies, it will be the taul

her hushand as | am now convineed,”
Clark wrone

[ewis wrone thar Sacagawea suffered
from “an obstruction of the mensis (sic)
in consequence of taking could (sic),”
o “tikang a cold.” Sacagawea eventu-
ally recovered.

ks astor and Valencius deemed it odd
that the explorers blamed Charbonneau
o Nacagiwed's dlness,

Her menstrual periods may have
been our of order in some way that's
not related o reproducton, because
that was a possibility ar that time,”
Valencios said, *Bur we think its more
likely that they were using ‘taking a cold’
LS 1 .np'lh mism lor [\n'}:n;illt'_\. AS Was
commonly done, She may have had a
scarrage g

\nother pregnancy so soon after the
bieth of Jean Baptiste would explain
why Clark blamed Charbonneau for
Sucapawen’s iliness, Valeneius said, not-
ng that the explorers apparently

thoupht Charbonneau “should be ex

FBI releases agency documents

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) = The IFBI
has released nearly 800 pages of ma
terial sought by atrornevs tor Leonard
Peluer, the Amerncan Indian acnvist
serving two life sentences in'the 1975
slavings of two FBI agents on a reser
vanon i South Dakora,

I'he documents outline agents” work
a8 they checked with informants, in
cluding sources within the Seneca In
dian Nation, dand followed up on sus
pected Peltier sightings before his ar
rest, artorney Michael Kuzma said.

Under to a Freedom of Informa
ton Act request, the FBIL mrmed over
07 of the 812 pages ¢ llected by the
Buttilo field office in the Pelter case.
[ withheld 15 pages, eiting exemptions
tor natonal sceunty concerns and o
protect the prvacy of agents, accord
et court documents

Peltier’s artorneys saiel Monday they

would fight to see the withheld mare

rial,
“We're going o jreu thar

emptions ate being improperly in

voked," Kuzma said

Peltier supparters are secking tens
of thousands of Pages ot FBI docu
ments from feld otfices natonwid
they fi\:'h! 1y overturn his conviction
(O 1ma

1 believe the sheer volume

terial that wasn't re leased or turned

over to Leonard’s defense attorm
wirrants Leonards pnmediare releasy
from prison,” Kuzma saud, “Unforn
nately, it doesot work thar way”

A Nov 14, 1975, memo outlines an

unidentificd source's elatm that he saw
Peltier ar an Indian conventon ar a
Buffalo hotel in Ocrober 19 [

months atrer the shoonne, Anotl
source believed lie spotted Peluer m
& Al

Steapiburg, near the Senee
reservation, teaching Indian dances

Kuzma sard

Community club offers support

Navajo boxer will jab at Olympics

PHOENIX, Anz. (AP) = Sixteen
vear-old Lowell Bahe jabs ar the air,
his: feer dancing around the threadbare
ring i the riny Navajo outpost of
Chanl

He turns up the €D of OutKast’s
“I like Way You Move™

hitn concentrate as he does his evening

the to help
workour
Ay das

" Lowell said, “If 1.didn’t box,

[ don't pracnice, I feel an
CIPINEsS,
I'd be bigger, tarer, d mlk back, have
o 1o "]‘l"- I
“I'd just be an ordinary person,”
Lowell hopes boxing will take hum
to college and ro the Olympies in 2008

For hundreds of kids, a humble gym

bude by Lowell's tather, Cal, has been

the center ol their strugele to stay away
from smoking, drinking and gangs, to
learn discipline and respect, 1o break
pist ordinary to extraprdinary.

Fhe gy

Boxinge Club, recently served as the set

m, home of the Damon-Bahe

o an J!uii'[l. ndent tilm, “Black Cloud.”
produced by former child star Rick

Schroeder, who was 1n the boxing

movie “The Champ™ i 1978,

LOS ANGELES (AP) = Califorma
Indian tmbes thar have raked in mil
lions of dollars from their casinos are
tunncling some of that money o van
ous universines tor the study of Na

tve \Imencan 1ssues.

I'mbal representatives smd their do

MMANONS Are an exwension of gencrous

philanthropy that totals an esumated
ST malhon anoualhy
ii!\

arpest polincal contrbutors over the

tribes have been one of the

ast five vears, spending more than
on local and starewidc

some cnncs bebieve that academic

when special inter

“I was tnspreed by whar | heard
ithout this man helping kids overcon
aleoholism and gang violence throoueh
the sport ot boxing,” Schiroeder said
“I drove up to meer him, warched bo
INgE tipes of Lowell, lis other sons dind

other boxers he's traioed

“I asked if | could use their ston
A |.Il!|h'|r|1|I:'1_\u!||r LOME 3 R e novt
Thewr boxine clul was the ren f
IL.

I.lll

poured where the corral of the famil

toundation of the gvm wa

sheep camp usec o s,

“I spenr evervrhing T lad on i Cal
saled

Boxing was the ncker our ot rroubl
for Cal, who at 13 had been arrested

in neatly Holbrool

“T1 was m and our of jail, artested
tor breakinge and enterin ind about
to go to retorm school,™ Cal suid

The judee released him o pr
th't[ tor leave fown

He and his mother wenr 1o Fort
Defiance and lived seirth his ota
ther, Lee Damon, a Marine who wion
all-service championships, had qualified

oney

ests influence heher cdu

some experts sard the tribes are talloy
1 '!Il .\.m.:[\h set by o let O
mies that have funded school project:

“Tr's almost like the tetbes

me of age.” sad Sheld kerin |
Tutrs U miversity priste W HO si
1wes contlicrs of interest that anse whe
private money funds saentfic o I
“Drug compames and cher :
Pranies have lin £ Hven prok
or funded graduate educnm
chape the agenda of hipher ed

'mibal representat
programs wdressing the Noat
an  cultur
nderfunded '

pays

Paul Moskal, an FBI spokesman in
Buttalo, satd he was unfamiline with the
content of the documents, released
theough the agency’s Washington head-
auarters March 16, and could not com
ment

Peltier, 59, was convicred in 1977
of killing the rwo FBI agents during a

tandoft on the Pine Ridge Indian Res-
thon

Both agents, who the FBI said were

irchine tor robbery suspects, were
shat i the heads

Pelier was charged with taking part
i the shivings, but whether he fired the
fatal shots was never proved.

I'he case lras become a rallving point
for American Indian and human rights
wrivists, who helieve Pelier is a polit-

prisoner. e was the subject of sev
cral docamentiry films dnd the hest-
selling novel “In the Spirit of Crazy

Forse™ by Peter Matthiessen,

tor the Olympie teials and was running

a hoxing gy He put Cal into the ring,

Roxing pulled me out of wrouble,”

Cal sadd. e gave me something to do.

[ showed me I wasn't bad. It was the
g thar changed me.”

In 1978, when Damon died of al

aholism, Cal ook over the boxing club,

oving 11 o Ganado. In 1985, he

moved it o Chinle. Abour 10 vears later,

Bindle the ey next to his house,

"When a kid has poor grades, 1 oy
to tind ouewhy hie is having problems,”
r'.:|i

CAvir

said, “They feel more secure here
1y anvwhete else.”

When kids join the boxing team, they
must adhere to strict rules, one of the
feaRin |]Ii' s‘|!lil }1'.|.\ [\r: ltill(‘:’(f 3.4 na
nongal boxinge i'!l.!llli'lli IS,

Lowell hag won the All-Indian Na-
times Narional
Cal *He

started boxang ar 7 and was at his first

tionals sis and

n s wins,” said,

crnament ar 9.
smith, of the Nanve Ametican
0

becanse Lowell rurns 17 and can com

irts Council, satd this vear is pivotal

pere ar the adulr level

et miake them stronger.

e San Manuel Band of Mission
Inchans, who operate a casino in San
Bernardino County, gave $4 milhon to
he University of California. Los An

: Law School

e money will be used to estab

h & new center that will ds'u-h-p
COurses on _J1I’1’ll|!l|.l NAnve 1ssucs .1I'Id

vide mbal internships for students
Carole Goldberg, a UCLA law pro

who heads the advisory board

e <chools Naove Nanons Law

o Policy Cenrer, said the mbe’s pift

Id nor attect the way existing
it

t those topics are mught

ercising praoper husbandly reseeing so
as not to ger her progoant agaiy so
quickly.”

Amy Mossert of New Town, N1
a natonal scholar on Sacamiwea, doubis
that the TCCIAECr Wis pregnant gin
g0 soon after her fiese childs bieeh

"I think she was just <utfenng com
plications from her firse childbirel,
which was real commuon then,” Mossen
satcl. “1 guess all we cin do s specn
late.”

Bur David Borlag, president of the
Lewts and Clark Forr Mandan Foun
davon in Washburn, N1, nowd an
ather journal reference o Sacngawe’s
pelvic intlammation.

“1 would sav thar 1t nor pregancy,
something of a female health fssue was
going on,” Borlaug satd, “It's certuinly
possible, Probables Who knows

Kastor and Valencios plan wo present
their findings at a conterence on
“Health and Medicme m the Lewis &

Clark Fra”

Judge adds
payback to
jail sentence

TACOMA, Wash, (AP \
judge has ruled thar a man sen
tenced ta 14 years i prison ol
stealing peoducks should rerurn
S$L1 mullion he stole trom the
state and Indian tribes

Pserce County Superior Court
Judge John MeCarthy an Frucay
ruled Douglas Tabin should pas
back $879.408.40 for 196,412
|1(ll1|ld-< ol _-.'tlnll::'l-. he ook, and
$247 B03.20 tor 72,0015 pounds
of crab he tonk bherween 20000
and 2002,

Those amounts  inehade
S164.500 the government spent

on the investganon

't

|h‘p1||\ Prosecutu
Moore said 1t's |1|l||| 1'|\ b wall
be able to pay back any mon

It he does, mioney for the eraly
would be distributed hetween the
state Department of Fish and
Wildlife and the Nisqually Tndian
wottld

tribe. The geoduck mon

be distributed among the depi

ments of Natoral Resourees, Fish

and Wildlite and

Syuaxin [eland and M

Nisgually,

Allup

tribes.
Prosecurors say Tolin, wh

owned Towlok Seatoods proces:

mrvested peo

duek and cealy iy the South |1

ing plant i i,

Sound arca ar times and pla

closed under stare and mibal ln

then sold his careh o blavers i
Canada, California and a local
man who patd cash

Tobin had been ehurged wirl
160 erimies, incliuching leading ar
ganized crime. He pleaded gl
last .\[‘1'I| tor reduced charp

Tobin was sentenced 10 1)
cember for thetr, unliwiul po
Session ob & rearm an
felony and misdemcanor tshn

violations for takang peoduck and

|'|'"!|“| mn :\nlllrll |)I: L s LRI R AT

for education

now and the tnbes wa
differenth.” she saidd, “Its more hike th
are not raughe av all
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