News from Indian Country

Flathead Tribe seeks solution

ARLEE, Mont (AP) = Sug
gesuons ranged from creanon
of an amusement park o an
outright ban on aleohol as doz
ens of Flathead Indian Reser
vation tesidents gathered to
brainstorm ways of preventing
more children from dying  of
aleohol-related deaths,

The meeting was prompred
by the February deaths of sixth
graders Frankie Nicolat 111 and
Justin Benoist.

The twa 1l-vear-old Friends
died ina snowy field atter drink-
ing large quantities of vodka.

Theee months earlier, Jusnn’s
14-vear-old brother Tyler was
drunk when he died of smoke

inhalation in a burning teatler,

“We have 1o do something
more than just talk,” said Lowse
Stasso, who organized the meet-
ing that drew about 75 people
1o the Arlee semior Center. “We
have to take action.”

LeRoy Obennick of Hot
Springs said alee shol took three
of s children.

Fle said he we wld like to see
the substance banned on the
reservintion, even if it renders
worthless his beer license for
which he's been offered
$50,000,

“I don't need $50,000,"
Obennick said. “1 need to see
my grandehildren and my great
grandchildren grow up alcohol-

free.”

Other hard-line suggestions
included a system to track pur-
chases of alcohol so they could
be traced when liquor winds up
in underage hands.

Susan Dowdall of Polson
drew applause when she spoke
of intervening more to get chil-
dren out of dysfunctional
homes.

“If kids are in a home where
drinking is going to happen, we
need to go get them and bring
them to a safer place,” she said.
“We need to let our families
know we love them. We need
to let our kids know we love
them.”

The meeting also turned to
ways to keep youths busy, such

a8 MENoOFiNg SE8810Ns or pro.
grams to help the elderly. A com
munity center might help, but
Delbert Depuis said it would
have to be more than a building
and would need the constant
presence of caring adults,

Nnt '-II.I Thl' [dl'ﬂ!\ were }'_I‘l Wi
up.

Older members of the audi
ence spent a few minutes listen
ing to, and sometimes smiling at,
a list of ideas compiled by Arlee
schoolchildren.

The list included an amuse
ment park, a swimming pool,
concerts, a stricter curfew, a
running track, a game room, an
ice skating rink and drug and
alcohol education,

nrollments disputed as profits soar

TEMECULA, Calif. (AP)
Hundreds of American Indians
are fighting for theif place on
rilal rolls ava tme when mem
bership can mean instant wealth
for those who belong to cistno
owning rribes,

Nearly one-fifth of the 61
tribes that have gambling com
pacts with California are frac
rured by membership disputes,

Manv of those who have
been kicked out of tribes in
(alifornia say the motive is gree o

an attempt by tribal leaders o
reduce membership so they can
keep more casino profits for
themselves and other favored
members,

“The perception is the tribes
are not acting like Indians,
They're ate acting like shetkdoms
and cutting out anyone they
don't like,”
{ Guillory, a tribal attorney rep

satd Patrick Romero
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resenting members who were

santa Rosa Rancheriadn Fresno

i
!H'mnw\l trom the rolls of the

tand himselfan Opelousa Indian
rom: Loutsiana,
i Trbes in other smtes, includ:

Ling Arizona, Nevada, Oklahoma
;'.mnl Minnesota, also have
{struggled with enrollment dis-
EI“”"'-“- The common tacror 1s
! distribution of money,

In Minnesota, fot example.
the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Dakora are fighung over prof
its from their Myste Lake ca
sino, which generates payments
to individual tribal members of
up to $1 million a year.

In Oklithoma, the membet
ship status of black Seminole
Indians is at issue. The Seminole
tribe won a 836 nullion judgment

jro be divided among members
| for lands it lost in Flonda nearly
200 vears ago

Bur roughly three-quarters of
the disputes identified by The
\ssociated Press involve Cali
fornia tribes, the legncy of what

L"\pt‘ﬂ“ '-.IlL' WEre divisive :lIlLI

inconsistent federal policies thar
dls[\l'llpnrlilm.ln'h' affecred
tribes in the Golden State,

At least 1,160 people in 14
California teibes are fightng
over tribal status, according to
an Associated Press review of
cotet documents and interviews
with tribal leaders, attorneys and
former tribal members,

Gambling has made the
stakes for membership higher
than ever. California has more
pambling tribes than any other
state, and the ndustry brings in
an estimated 85 billion a year.

Casino wealth has trans-
formed tribes that, in many
cases, were impovershed just a
th't'.ldl' g,

Members of many casino-
owning tribes receive cheeks for
tens of thousands of dollars
annually,

The membership disputes fall
o two l'illl'p()]‘lL'h. I|I| S0Mme
cascs, families have been Kicked
out of mibes by other members
who challenged their eligibility.
In other cases, people say they
were wrongfully excluded from
tribal rolls years ago and are
being refused when they seek to
et

In at least one case, involv-
ing the Cold Springs Rancheria
near Fresno, the tribe doesn’t
have 4 casino, But ¢jected mem-
bers say they lost abour $2,000
per person in annual payments
made by California’s gambling
tribes to those without casinos.

The enrollment disputes
present a particularly sticky siru
ation in California because the
state’s tribes don’t have their
awn caurts, 4 holdover from a
federal policy that targeted Cali
tormia.

\§ sovereign nations, tribes

reserve the right to derermine

their membership, leaving lirdle
outside legal recourse for those
who feel they've been wronged.

John Gomez [t and about

130 members of his extended
family are plaintffs in one of
the few disputes in court.

His attbrneys are expenment-
ing with a little-used stare law
that allows tribal members to sue
each other as individuals in state
court,

The family, which was ejected
March 17, makes up about 13
percent of the Pechanga Band
of Lutseno Mission Indians in
Temecula, where members re-
ceive annual casino revenue
payments of up to $£120.000
each,

Gomez |r. doesn't live on the
reservation. At a recent family
meeting at his spacious house in
an upscale Temecula cul-de-sac,
Jaguars and high-end SUVs
filled the driveway.

The trbe’s enrollment com-
mittee says Gomez's grand-
mother moved off the reserva-
tion and cur het ties with the
tribe in the 1920s.

But Gomez said his grand-
mother, Manuela Miranda, was
forced to leave when she was
martied off at age 13 but never
forgot her Pechanga henitage.

Tribal Mark
Macarro Councilman
Russell “Butch™ Murphy both
declined comment.

In an eatlier printed state

Chairman

and

ment, however, Macarro said
Gomez’s claims were “wholly
without merit™ and that the tribe
had the right to determine its
own membership under tribal
soveregnty.

“This is an issue to them of
moncey, and for us it’s not about
money,

This 18 who we are, this is
what we've known,” said John
Gomez Sr., Gomez'’s father and
one of the plainuffs in his son’s
lawsuit.

“How do you not become
Pechangar How do 1 tell my
grandson that he used to be an
Indian and he’s not anymore?”
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process.

fire-safe home.
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Small Hands to Hoid Love

Fact: Children from age two to seventeen start fires
that endanger lives, cause injuries, death and burn
millions of dollars in property.

Fact: Children under the age of three cause a
majority of these fires and lose their lives in the
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{| This does not have to happen. Parents need to teach
j| their children about the dangers of fire and create a
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Install Smoke Detectors ... Plan an Escape Route

AMERIND offers Home and Fire Safety Training to Children in

Indian Country.

Contact AMERIND's Loss Prevention Team for more information:
. www.amerind-corp.org

" AMERIND: A Consortium of Tribes Protecting Tribes and Their Families

800-352-3496

... NOt Fire

A hearing in state court 1s
scheduled for April 19 1o chal
lenge the family’s ejection.

The same law is being used
by 76 family members who
were kicked out in January by
the Redding Rancheria, a tribe
of about 200 in Cahifornia’s
northern Central Valley between
Sacramento and the Oregon
border.

Members
$3.000 per year i casing rev

receive about
enue, according to those ¢jected

The tribe rejected arguments
that DNA tests showed more
than a 99 percent probability the
family was descended from one
of the rancheria’s original 10
members. The DNA was exam
ined by an expert hired by the
tribe, and both sides were pre-
sented to tribal members for a
vote,

Family members exhumed
the bodies of wo ancestors
obtain the DNA,
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Lawsuit claims
county excludes
Indians 1n hiri

| he
imn Ne

braska have filed a complaint

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP

Amercan Indian tibes

with the ULS. Equal Emplovment
(l]\-!mmnm\ Compussion clmm

g thar Thurston County ron

tnely excludes tribal members
rom Il wal ROV rnment ¢ I|!‘-
The Omuaha and Winnebago
iribes are J.~LII1_.' the tederal
commission to torce the county
to quit alleged discriminatory
hirtng pracuces and award the
tribes compensation tor dam
thiose

ages caused by Priachc

But conny o ficials deny amy
job diserimination exises
Ihurston County Assessor
Vivian Harewae <id when she
recently advertised to nll an
open posion m her othed AT
fall, she
.\UI‘I:' Wt

*Tawould have heen willing o

ot tour ql‘]r|:~ nnes

\inencan [ndhan

widividual seieh the

:tlt'L‘l\I ANy
tlil:lllf"l(.ll'--ll for the ol
\illtl‘

Th

county wher

tribes pote that 1na
Amencan Indians
make up 52 percent of th
[\upul.mun_||--ziru*"i-_- COMMIY'S
46 employees are ibal mem
hers

“Ohar teibal members should
have an equal vpportunity
_||\pl-. for jobs ar thar level, " sind
Danelle Smuth, assistunt general
Winnebago

counsel for the

Trbe, “Its reallv a constricted
hiring environment

Illh
often tails

the county

trihes san
to advertise open

POSILIONS, in stead finding applh

cants throueh word-of-motth,

and when it does, 1t neglects

potennal teibal apphieants by non

wvertising in ¢ither ol the
county’s two tnbal newspapen
nvi

\ |1!l‘~|l]t counyy worl

ronment has also scared poten

tial Natve johy appheants from
applying for by, the trihe
le g

Tert  Lamplot i the

i | !II]I“IH['. County Board ot

Commusstoners sud she has not

seen the kind of emplaovinent
discrimimation alleged by thi
:Il1u 5

"That very sime ftiumor has
been eirculated betore,” she said
ol th camplnt “Thev ki of
have ta apply first.”

she saud she marel ; tribal
MeMmpers ..'|"|‘| g 1or countt
1obs, even though the counn
rounbely adverises open posi
tions in the Pender Timg
Hartwig supgested inbal mem

Bers sipiply weren't imereste din

.-[‘:‘I L 1O |--il in Pender
abour 20 pules from the near
car tnbal comimunmn tor jobs
that pay S8 an hour o Jgres

I arren Waolte, pokestan tor
the Omaha Tribe, suid e ha
become easy tor 1]|. coLnty 1
neglect Indis s hirmg pric
rices, becanse rbal membets
have not exercised ther polin
cal powet

\hout 400 of some 1000
eligible Omaha wribal members
ALe 01 FERISt red o vore, Wolly

aiied. Tn Winnebugo. only 440 of
817 ehgmble mbal members an
alcl.

Fle nored thar s changing,

regtstered w vore, Smith
explining that the Winnebagpo
ind Omaba wibes recently be
i ettores o gt clivible tribal

members remstered o Vo

Dock fees will help float plan

to manage

COEUR ID’ALENIE, ldaho
(AP) = Despite opposition from

a landowners' group, the Cocur

said.

sources in our area,”

of the lake.

Lake

PECMANCALOT SCs mal, 1o wor

with the tribe o ensure long-last

ing water gualiey, Gish and wild

oeur d’Alene

e North Idaho Cinzens

lance questions the teibe’s
| I

s non,

d’Alene Tribe will continue  lite habitar and general envieon \ngie Morrow, president of
charging dock fees on Lake mental health in the reglon™  the landowner group, <aid, “Wy
Coeur d’Alene to help pay for  Stensgar said have nothineg apaiosr Native
the ttibe’ lake management plan, In 1998, a federal judge af Nveicais, iitwe Mave a:nrob
Tribal Chairman Eenie Stensgar firmed the fribe’s ownership of  Jom with Jows aned repuilations
the southern third of the ke, fhar aren’vegual tor all people
“We are pursuing the vision and the ruling was upheld by the  Phe United States goverament
of our ancestors: To protect U5 Supreme Court ix out government and'who we

and preserve the natural re ['he tribe has commirted rey fislle
Stensgdar  enue from fishing heenses and Morrow: who owns wates
said in one of his strongest state- — encroachment fees, projected at— frony property near Hatrison
ments to date about challenges  $65,000 annually, to warer qual-— said properry values have de
to the tribe’s authority to/levy ity, fish and wildlife progeams on elined, residents are resistant te
fees for docks and encroach-  the lake and its dratnages, The  the annual dock fees and the
ments onto the southern third  tribe spends about $2 million to. ribe doesn't have jursdieton

manage the resoutces, SICNSEAY  gyer privite citizens

“It’s ume for all residents, <aud. I
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Dining Room ~
Sets - 15% off |

(sale ends April 31st)

h's Furniture |
g. |

525 S.E. Sth Stueet,
Madwas, CR 97741 :
(541) 475-2578 |




