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Even in losing the struggle in tug of war, there was at least the consolation of a cooling dip in the mud on the Fourth
of July in Warm Springs. Hundreds of families gathered from late moming to the dark of night for food, fun and

lireworks. For more photos, see Page 5.

ourth of July fires underscore danger

Arson may
have hit
360 acres

A fire possibly caused by arson
last week burned 360 acres of
rangeland along Highway 3.

The blaze, the first on the reser-
vation for the 2001 fire season,
caused no property damage. An
old building that used to stand on
the site burned five years ago in the
Simnasho fire.

Last week’s fire was first re-
ported at 12:19 a.m., Thursday,
July 5. Response crews had a line
around the blaze by 4 a.m. Mop-
up continued through Thursday
and into Friday.

The Sunnyside fire, as it was la-
beled, was one of 18 that crews re-
sponded to during the evening of
July 4 and the early morning hours
of July 5,

The Sunnyside fire was by the
largest, as the next biggest one, near
Quail Trail, was contained to a two-
acre area.

Fireworks were the cause of all
18 blazes, with the possible excep-
tion of the Sunnyside fire, which
was investigated as a deliberate ar-
son.

Fire season
a scorcher

The fire season this summer on the res
ervation could be an active one, as droupht
conditions have left vegetation dry and
highly flammable.

*The potential is there for above-nor
mal fire actvity this season.” said Gart

Cook, Warm Springs Fire Management
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(bottomn photo), fire crews found themselves mopping up after a fire.

cause of wildhre.

During an average fire season, the res-
ervation sees about 85 wildfires, burning
an average of 12,000 acres, Cook said.

So far this summer, the reservation has
seen about 20 blazes, most of them small.
The largest, at 187 acres, burned near Kah-
Nee-Ta. A 12-acre blaze also happened ear-
lier this summer on Upper Dry Creek.

During the summer, Warm Springs Fire
Management,. the primary response
apency for wildfires on the reservanon, has
i toral staft of 90 people.

The agency has nine fire engines, three
bulldozers and a helicopter on contract
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TSRS~ Gorge plan

for casino
progresses

By Dave McMechan
Spilyay Staff

Step by step the Warm Springs Tribal
Council is piecing together a plan for ex
pansion of the Tribes' paming enterprise
In time, perhaps later this vear, a specific
proposal will be pur to a referendum vore
of tribal members.

Tribal members may be asked o ap
prove development of a §150 million ca
sino on 47 acres of tribal trust land over
looking the Columbia River, near the
town of Hood River. This venture could
generate more than $100 million in annual
revenue.

Even as the plan is nearing completion,
some residents of Hood River County
maintain a hope that the Tribes will de
velop the Gorge casina on Government
Rock at Cascade Locks, abour 15 mules
west of the own of Hood River.

For people in favor of the Cascade
Locks site, and for people opposed o the
Hood River site, time is an imporiant fic
tor: Once tribal members vote on a spe
cific development plan, the issuc 1s con
cluded. The only way to reverse a referen-
dum would be through another referen
dum, an unlikely scenario, said Rudy
Clements, chairman of the Tribes' gam-
ing commission,

This week av Cascade Locks, officials
of the city and the Port of Cascade Locks
discussed the Gorge casino issue with
tribal officials. Cascade Locks Mayor
Roger Freeborn said most people in his
community would welcome a tribal ca
sino at Government Rock, a 30-acre prop-
erty that the Tribes purchased last year.

Freeborn also said, though, that Cas-
cade Locks is aware that the Tribes very
likely may have no choice but to develop
the Hood River site, In that case, he asked
what plans the Tribes might have for Gov
ernment Rock.

Tribal Councilman Raymond Tsumpn
commented the Tribes might build a re
sort hotel on the property. Cascade Locks
and tribal officials then agreed to begin
working on terms of agreement regarding
development of a hotel on Government
Rock.

The Tribes and Cascade Locks cur
rently have such an agreement in regard
to development of a casino on Govern-
ment Rock. The parties developed this
earlier agreement before Gov. John
Kirzhaber blocked the Government Rock
casino plan.

The initial discussion regarding the ho
tel resort idea for Government Rock fur
ther demonstrates that the Tribes are near
ing a final plan to develop a casino at the
Hood River site.

“We're moving forward with the Hood
River site, with all of our resources, be
cause that s the site available o us” said
Clements, Fairly soon, he said, “We have
1o start li'mklng at hnldlng a referendum
of the tribal members.”

Tribal officials see expansion of gam
ing as essential for furure economic devel
opment and financial stability. This is tru
mainly because of a subsmantial decline in
recent years of revenue from nmber on
the reservation

The Trbes can build a casino at the
Hood River site despite opposition from
the Governor, while approval of the gov
ernor Is nl‘c‘lit‘tl T.HI‘ dl.'\l‘l-'[‘.’]‘:\"'ﬂ of a ca
sino at the Cascade Locks property

Some residents of Hood River, orga
nized as a group called No-Casing

an?rn'rit ||[‘}'\:|:&rd to the Tribes

build there. However, said Clements, th
level of opposition appears to be less than
that ol a couple ol vears ago, »
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