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Nusux Snwit
Fish Talk

Fish and Votes
by Cris Stainbrook

The recent elections and the 
outcom e o f several races have 
given m any resource m anagers 
reason to  pause and ponder the 
fu ture. L et’s take a b rief look at 
a few o f the election results and 
w hat those results m ay mean 
for the salm on resource o f the 
Pacific Northw est.

Reagan’s Landslide
It is apparen t from  the large 

victory th a t President R eagan 
scored over W alter M ondale 
th a t m ost of the country  sup­
ports the P residen t’s policies. 
M any people feel th a t it was 
R e a g a n ’s econom ic  po lic ies 
which won him re-election and 
no t his position on environ­
mental and resource issues. None 
the less, the adm inistration  tha t 
b rought us Jam es W att will set 
resource policy in the U,S. for 
ano ther four years.

P a rt o f R eagan’s economic 
policy has been to m ake m ajor 
cuts in federal government spend­
ing. W ith the exception of de­
fense, virtually all programs have 
had budget reductions. A m ong 
the proposed cuts has been the 
funding for Colum bia River fish 
hatcheries. In fact, these seem 
to  be a favorite target. H atchery 
funding has been dropped  from  
th e  b udge t every year since 
R eagan took  office. Lobbying 
by fishing groups and political 
dealing by the N orthw est con­
gressional delegation have been 
successful in restoring the h a t­
chery monies to the budget each 
year. I th ink we can look for­
ward to this continuing for an ­
o ther four years. However, as 
people tire o f fighting the battle 
and political favors are used up, 
there may come a time when the 
salmon hatcheries will lose fund­
ing.

O ther funding cuts m ade by 
the adm inistration  during the 
past four years include the bud ­
gets of the land use agencies. 
The Forest Service, for instance, 
has been told to  increase tim ber 
harvest but has fewer people to 
adm inister sales. The Bureau of

Vern Nance retired after 27 years with the Warm Springs Forestry
Department.

“ I might do nothing. I might 
just go fishing all the tim e.” 
R etirem ent for supervisory for­
estry technician Vern Nance awa­
kens m any possibilities, each to 
be looked forw ard to.

Twenty-seven years with the 
W arm  Springs Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Forestry  D epartm ent is 
enough  tim e spen t w orking, 
Nance feels. Including time spent 
in the N avy prio r to  work in 
Warm Springs, Nance has accumu­
lated a to ta l w ork tim e with the 
federal governm ent surpassing 
32 years.

,N ance began w ork w ith the 
Forestry D epartm ent as a scaler. 
A fter seven years he was p ro ­
m oted to  supervisor, „responsi­
ble fo r the w ork of o ther scalers. 
He spent m uch tim e traveling, 
inspecting logs and checking 
scalers contracted  by the Fore­
stry Department. W hen he began 
w ork in W arm  Springs the de­
partm ent employed only ten peo­

Land M anagem ent will be “ad ­
ju s ting” the am oun t of grazing 
perm itted on public land. The 
BLM also has fewer people avail­
able fo r adm inistration  of its 
program s and lease compliance. 
Should these trends of increas­
ing use of the resource and 
decreasing m anagem ent of tha t 
use continue into the next four 
years, it will bode ill for salmon 
stream s running through public 
lands.

A m ore subtle change that 
m ay occur during the next four 
years could have im pacts well 
beyond  th a t tim e. P residen t 
R eagan will have the o pportun­
ity to  appo in t several supreme 
court justices. If forecasters are 
right and those who are ap ­
pointed to  the bench are very 
conservative, look for few court 
decisions to  result in m ore p ro ­
tection for resources. Also, con­
servative courts have no t been 
favorable to upholding treaty 
fishing and hunting rights. De­
cisions made by one court can 
last fo r years and be used as the 
basis for lower court decisions. 
R eagan’s opportun ity  to  affect 
this process will be in doubt 
until the curren t judges resign 
and are replaced.

The next fou r years under a 
“ m an d a ted ” R eagan adm in i­
stra tion  will prove to  be in ter­
esting indeed. Fortunately, the 
adm inistration  did no t get a 
“working m ajority” in Cortgress 
and th a t may prove to  be the 
saving grace of the resources.

1-456

The ballot measure m ost di­
rectly involving the salm on re­
source was W ashington Initia­
tive 456. M ore im portantly  it 
dealt with treaty  fishing rights 
and the abolishm ent o f those 
rights. The measure passed by a 
very narrow margin despite being 
opposed by m ost of W ashing­
ton  sta te’s governm ental lead­
ers.

In a legal sense 1-456 am ounts 
to  little m ore than  a public 
statem ent on the  issue of Indian 
fishing rights. The real im por-

ple and everyone scaled. Now, 
he comm ents, jobs are special­
ized and there are 38 people in 
the departm ent.

“ He put a lot of effort into his 
jo b .” says tim ber sale adm inis­
tr a to r  Bob B o lton  w ho has 
worked with Nance for 19 years. 
“He had high value standards. 
He worked hard and expected 
others to do the sam e.”

Retirement is “a whole new 
lifestyle,” says Nance. He has 
looked forw ard to retirem ent 
and  has n ev e r h ad  second  
thoughts about it. Nance has 
been spending his tim e working 
around the house, hunting and 
fishing. Later, he m entioned, he 
might consider getting a parti­
time job , doing som ething dif­
ferent, but not for awhile.

Nance adds, he doesn’t miss 
going to  w ork but, he says, “ I 
miss the gals at work; they’ve 
always been good to m e.”

tance of 1-456 was tha t for the 
first time hard members have 
been pu t to the tr e a ty . rights 
question . In teresting ly , bo th  
sides are claiming victory.

The backers o f the initiative, 
a  group called S-SPAWN^ have 
issued statem ents proclaim ing 
this vote a clear victory fo r the 
“equality o f all citizens.” W hen 
interviewed by a radio station 
recently, a leader of S-SPAW N 
was unsure as to w hat the next 
step would be.

A group form ed to oppose 
the initiative, Nix 456., was also 
claim ing a victory of sorts. This 
group points out tha t awareness 
of treaty rights and the issues 
relating to those rights has grown 
considerably as a result of the 
initiative being on the ballot. 
The group points to the alm ost 
50 percent of the votes against 
456 and says this is a dram atic 
increase from  the past.

One of the big fears among. 
treaty  supporters is tha t 1-456 
would open the floodgates and 
o ther states would pass similar 
initiatives. T hat is probably true 
to some extent. A t the same 
time how ever, the understand­
ing of treaty  rights will increase 
and it will be more difficult to 
pass such measures.

Seven, seven come eleven
The state o f O regon now has 

a lottery thanks to the November 
6 vote. The direct connection 
between this ballot issue and 
salmon may not be readily appa­
rent to the untrained observer 
bu t consider the following.

Fisheries b io logist are no t 
highly paid individuals. They 
are, fo r the m ost p art however, 
gaming individuals. W ith the 
lottery in place and dream s o f a 
big pay off dancing in their heads, 
fisheries biologists will contrib­
ute m ore to  the lottery, per cap­
ita, than  any other group of 
citizens. This will lead them  to  
search for m ore lucrative pro­
fessions and create m any open­
ings in fisheries. M any positions 
will go unfilled, leading to less 
m anagem ent, leading to  more 
fish.

The future? W ho knows.

Driving course offered
Beginning M onday, Novem­

ber 26, 1984. A D rivers Course 
will be offered and will continué 
until a t least 16 hours o f class 
instruction are completed.

Classes will be held two (2) 
nights per week on Tuesday and 
W ednesday from  6-8 p.m. a t the 
W arm  Springs Police d ep a rt­
ment training trailer located next 
to  the W SPD  A dm insitrative 
offices. This class is designed to

Idaho joins
The 9th Circuit C ourt of Ap­

peals has reversed a lower court 
o rder granting Idaho  rights to 
jo in  O regon, W ashington, and 
a num ber of N orthw est Indian 
tribes in a suit against the state 
regulations of fishing on the 
Colum bia River.

It was in 1968 when the Uni­
ted States along with the Con­
federated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation of Oregon, 
Yakima Indian N ation and the 
U m atilla Ind ian  R eservation 
filed suit against Oregon defin­
ing Indian treaty  rights on fish; 
ing the C olum bia River, Idaho 
filed a separate suit.

W ith Idaho participating irt 
the negotiations for a new fish*

The N atural Resources De­
partm ent is requesting tribal elk 
hunters who harvest a cow or 
calf elk during the reservation 
Either-sex Season (November 
17-25) to bring in the head or 
lower jaw  for aging.

It is im portant that the de­
partm ent gets an accurate mea­
sure of cow /calf harvest during 
this period.

Elk can be aged by tooth 
wear and tha t technique will be 
used to  help determ ine herd age 
structure.

The N atural Resources de­
partm ent will, also, be radio- 
collaring five elk this winter and 
m onitoring the anim als over the 
next couple years. The radio­
telemetry study will determine 
habita t usage, preference and

Elk data requested
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Doris Wolfe was the happy winner of our last Geo Quiz. The location being just west o f Nee Nee 
Springs, north ofSimnasho. Here is another photo o f someone to exactly identify its location and win 
a years subscription to the Spilyay Tymoo. Have it mailed to a relative or friend. Remember one win
per person per year.

Check, use your woodstoves carefully
W oodstoves have become the 

m ost frequent cause of residen­
tial fire losses in Oregon. Last 
year, more than  2,000 wood- 
stove and fireplace insert-caused 
fires were reported in Oregon 
and most o f them  could have 
been prevented if homeowners 
would ju s t follow a few simple 
rules.

1. Use your ow ner’s m an­
ual—read it, follow it, keep it. If 
you don’t have one, come by the 
firehouse, we have inform ation 
for you.

Use seasoned wood. Season 
your wood by allowing a ir to 
Circulate freely through the wood 
pile for several m onths to dry 
out the wood. Fir, pine and 
o ther 'so ft woods are best for 
kindling; oak, maple, and other 
hardwoods are best fo r heating.

3. Never burn  trash , sawdust, 
or chemical logs in your wood- 
stove. They burn  too hot.

4. Never use gasoline, char­
coal lighter fluid, o r o ther li­
quids to start your fire. The en­

aid a person in passing the w rit­
ten test for an  O regon State 
Driver’s License.

The classes are open to anyone. 
No individuals will be allowed 
to jo in  the class after the second 
session. This class will be limited 
to twenty (20) people due to 
space limitations. Enroll by cal­
ling Toni a t  553-1172 during 
weekdays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

fishing suit
mg m anagem eht plan on the 
Colum bia River and its tribu­
taries could have a significant 
effect on the states fisheries be­
cause a lot of the upper tribu tar­
ies originate in Idaho.

A five year m anagem ent plan 
was signed in 1977 for the C o­
lumbia River and its tributaries 
above the Bonneville Dam, how­
ever in 1982 two tribes with­
drew to renegotiate the plan. 
Idaho asked to intervene at that 
time, bu t a lower court denied 
their request claiming it was 
“untimely,” and too late to enter 

~the case.
W ith Idaho entering the case 

there would be no dispute of 
interests that would have any 
effect on the case.

m igratory patterns of elk.
Radio-telem etry data com ­

bined with age structure and 
harvest rates will provide bio­
logical inform ation necessary 
to properly manage reservation 
elk for your benefit.

There will be a m arked barrel 
placed outside the N atural Re­
sources office at the old adm in­
istration building for depositing 
jaws or heads during the cow/ 
calf hunt period.

H unters who want to save the 
heads can call the N atural Re­
sources office and a technician 
will come to their residence to 
check the teeth. s

The cooperation and assist­
ance of all hunters will.be appre­
ciated.
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closed woodstove makes an  ex­
plosion likely.

5. Fire your woodstove a t its 
m axim um  once in a while to 
clean the flue. To prevent over- 
firing, do not load fuel higher 
than  % of the full inside height 
o r.m o re  than  !4 of the to tal 
volumn.

6. Small fires with frequent 
re-loading will help m aintain a 
clean, safe flue. Long fires on a 
single load create excess soot 
and creosote.

7. F o r the first half hour with 
any new load of fuel, the dampers 
should be open to  prevent creo­
sote build-up.

8. Keep a five pound, all­
purpose (ABC) fire extinguisher 
located near your woodstove. 
Be sure you and your family 
know how to use it.

9. Install smoke detectors and 
test them  regularly. Early warn­
ing can help keep a small fire 
from  growing into a tragedy.

10. If there is a chimney fire, 
shut off the a ir supply to the

Two boarding school 
teachers pass away

Two form er W arm  Springs 
Boarding school teachers, Jewell 
Plum lee of Salem and Faye 
Cargo o f Kentucky died earlier 
this fall.

Both teachers had worked in

Howlak TichumV______ ________ /
Arlifa “ Ducky” Shirley Kalama

Enrolled mem ber of the Con­
fe d e ra te d  T rib e s  o f  W arm  
Springs A rlita “D ucky” Shirley 
Kalama, aged 49 died November 
16, 1984 in Yakima, W ashing­
ton following a prolonged illness.

She was born Septem ber 16, 
1935 at W arm  Springs to W al­
ter and Grace (Andrews) Jo h n ­
son, both  preceded her in death. 
A rlita lived m ost of her life in 
Wai;m Springs. She had worked 
as an alcohol counselor for the 
Warm Springs Alcohol program. 
She held a special interest in 
Wasco traditions.

S urv iv ing  are  th ree  sons, 
Alfred, A rnold and Charlie Eyle 
of W apato, W ashington; five

John Moss
Form er C aptain of the W arm 

Springs Police Department John 
Moss died N ovem ber 9 , 1984at 
the Pocatello Regional Medical 
Center in Pocatello, Idaho fol­
lowing a prolonged illness.

Moss was born in Noxon, 
M ontana August 15, 1924 to 
Henry and Elsie (Truchot) Moss. 
He married Phyllis Shortm an 
A pril 9, 1950 in M issou la , 
M ontana. In 1953 he went to 
work for the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribal police departm ent. In 
1960 he transferred to the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs law enforce­
m ent departm ent. He went to 
work .for the BIA a t W arm 
Springs Reservation as the Cap­
tain of Police, a position he held 
until 1975. Moss returned to the 
Shoshone-Bannock reservation 
with the BIA and in 1982 he

■

firebox, clear everyone out of 
the house. Call the fire depart­
ment (553-1171) and hose down 
the roof.

F or additional inform ation 
on fire safety, call W arm Springs 
Fire and Safety, 553-1161, ext. 
200.

Reminder: O ur departm ent 
still provides free home inspec­
tions.

Cooking safety
Thanksgiving Safety—Be espe­

cially sure your stove is in good 
condition for Thanksgiving Day 
cooking. Defective and over­
heated cooking equipment cause 
m any thousands of fires each 
year.

D o not leave uncovered pans 
of grease o r fat near stove bur­
ners. Wipe up any drippings. 
D o no t use dried leaves, corn 
stalks, or other combustible deco­
rations near lighted candles or 
other ignition sources.

W arm Springs during the 1950s. 
Both had retired and  moved 
from  the area. Plumlee was liv­
ing in the Salem area. Cargo 
had moved to Kentucky after 
her retirement.

daughters, Jacqueline Johnson 
and Alane Eyle of Warm Springs, 
Alexis, Addie and Alesia Eyle 
of W apato; three half-sisters, 
P au lin e  H o w to p a t, R osalia  
H ow topat and Carol Joe Craig 
all of W arm  Springs; and three 
aunts, Mary Ann Meanus, Theda 
W halawitsa and D onna Seyler 
all of W arm Springs.

Dressing ceremonies were held 
M onday, Novem ber 19 a t the 
Agency Longhouse with Pro- 
sanna Williams officiating. Tri­
bal overnight ceremonies fol­
lowed at the Agency Longhouse. 
Burial was Tuesday, November 
20 at the Agency Cemetery.

retired from the BIA as a super­
visor. He worked for two years 
for the Shoshone-Bannock Fish 
and Wildlife departm ent.

Funeral services were held at 
the Sandburke Funeral Home 
in Blackfoot, Idaho on Tues­
day, November 13. Burial fol­
lowed a t the Grove City Ceme­
tery with military graveside rites.

Surv iv ing  him  is his wife 
Phyllis of G ibson, Idaho; three 
so n s , W illiam , D an ie l an d  
R obert Moss o f Gibson; three 
daughters, Betty Moss of Poca­
tello, Karen Moss Small and 
D iane Moss both of Gibson; 
two brothers Jim  Moss and 
Tom Moss of Gibson; two sis­
te r s , G lo ria  W h itw o r th  o f 
Blackfoot, Idaho and M arilyn 
Woods of Groveland, Idaho and 
six grandchildren.

will.be

