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Horses removed from Mutton Mountains

Story and photos 
by Cynthia Stowell

A LL F UK A WHITE-FACED COLT — Good communication was the key to the intensive ground 
and air round-up that removed uncontrollable horses from the Mutton Mountain area on the 
reservation. When things are going well, pilot Ross Zeller picks out a herd (above) and coordinates 
with riders on the ground to maneuver them toward the wing line and into the camouflaged trap 
corral (top). Jay Suppah secured the gate before breaking for lunch (above right) and white-faced 
colt pondered hts future—to the rodeo or slaughterhouse?

Masami wins Sho-Ban title again
Seven year-old dancing 

champ Masami Danzuka was 
crowned the Future Little 
Princess at the Shoshone-

Bannock Festival this week. 
Masami, the daughter of

George and Tootsie Danzuka, 
competed against about 25

other girls for the title. It was 
her second year in a row to win 
the crown. Masami was judged 
on dancing ability, appearance 
and poise.

And more brands Continued from page 12

Vernon Spino, Wesley Spino, Ellen 
Squiemphen, Emerson Squiemphen, 
Earl/ Rita Squiemphen. Lawrence 
Squiemphen. Jr., Terry Squiemphen, 
Curtis Stacona, Roscoe Stacona. 
Ernestine Stevens, Vickie Still. Ester 
•Stewart, Arnold Stwyer, Jr., Florence 
Stwyer, HerbertStwyer. Laura Stwyer,* 
Roger Stwyer, Delson Suppah. Erland 
Suppah, Francis Suppah. Franklin 
Siipah. Hazel Suppah. Vernon 
Suppah, Amos Switzler, Jr., Delton 
Switzl.er, Franklin Switzler, Jay 
Switzler, Victor Switzler 

T
Nancy Tailfeathers, Lester Tanewasha, 
M e lis s a  T a n e w a s h a ,  Me I va 
Tanewasha, Vernon Tanewasha, 
Eugenia Tappo, Dale A. Tewee, Floyd 
Tewee, Hazel Tewee, Louis Tewee, 
W illard Tewee, Leslie Thomas,' 
D e a n n a  T h o m p s o n ,  G la d y s  
T hom pson , - L o re tta  T hom pson , 
M a r i s a  T h o m p s o n ,  R o s c o e  
Thompson. Jr., * Roscoe Thompson, 
Sr., Dennis Thompson, Alexander 
Tohet, Caroline Tohet, Ina Tohet,

s
Sylvester Sahm e, R obert Sam. 
Glorietta Sam. Leslie Sam. Luke 
Sanders, Alice Scott, Daniel Scott. 
Delphine Scott. Elmer Scott. Sr.. 
Eugene Scott. Gordon/Brenda Scott. 
Harvey Scott, LeRoy Scott, Ray Scott, 
Wilma Scott. Zane Scott. Charlotte 
Shike, Nettie Showaway, Amos 
S im tu stu s . B ertson S im tustus, 
D o ro th y  S im tu s tu s .  S ta n le y  
Simtustus. .Alfred Smith, Jr., Alvis 
Smith, Jr., Alvis Smith. Sr., Alvis 
Smith III. Annie Smith. Claude Smith. 
Sr.. Elizabeth Smith. Faye ’ Smith, 
Geneva Smith. Grant.Smith, Kenneth 
Smith. Lepha M. Smith, Lloyd Smith, 
Jr.. Roscoe Smith, Russell Smith, 
Stanley “ Buck” Smith. Sylvester 
Smith, Tommy . Smith, V&rsa Smith, 
Victoria Smith, Wayne Smith, Zelma 
Smith, Lola M. Sohappy, Ada s 
Smith, Lola M. Sohappy, Ada 
Sooksoit, Nancy Sooksoit, Marcia 
Soliz, Amelia Spino, Eddie Spino, Jr., 
Evans Spino, Jesselyn Spino, Jimmy 
Spino, Jr., Nellie Spino, Sheila Spino,

Phyllis Tohet, Raymond Tohet, 
Richard Tohet, Mary Tootick, 
Christine Tom. Mary Hote Tom, 
C aro line  T o rres, Irene Towe, 
Evangeline Trimble, Lucille Tuckta, 
Margie Tuckta, Earl Tufti, Oscar Tufti 

W
Grant Waheneka, Harold Walsey. 
James Walsey, Jr., Marilyn Wagner, 
Custer Wallulatum. Felix Wallulatufn. 
F red a  W allu la tu m . F red e rick  
W allulatum , Karen W allulatum . 
N e lso n  W a llu la tu m , V in c en t 
Wallulatum. Dorothy Wally, Gloria 
Warner, Ray/ Irene Wells, Violetta 
Wesley, Maggie Wewa, Melvin Wewa, 
Wilson Wewa, Harriet Williams. 
Prosanna Williams, Silas’ Williams, 
Beatrice Winishut, Donald Winishut, 
Linton Winishut, Pauline Winishut, 
R eg in a ld  W in ish u t, C h a rlen e  
Winishut, Winishut Cattle Co., Ella 
Wolfe, James Wolfe, Danielle Wood 

Y
A nnie Y ahtin , Chesley Yahtin

A fiery helicopter crash was 
not enough to ground the north 
end round-up. Pilot and crew 
took to the skies less than a 
week after the mishap (see page 
6), using up the 8(7 hours of 
contracted helicopter time an« 
bringing the intensive hoi«e 
rem oval p ro g ram  to a 
temporary end.

The final count was 250 
uncontrollable horses rounded 
up and sold-just 50 short of the 
goal. The eignt-week round-up, 
authorized by Tribal Council 
and carried out by the 
Extension Service, ride "bosses 
and a summer work program 
crew, was aimed at removing 
unmanaged horses from the 
seriously depleted north end 
range.

For the last two weeks, the 
target was the rugged Mutton 
Mountain area where deep 
canyons and timber make wild 
horses nearly invisible to 
mounted cowboys. But from 
the air, Jacob Frank, Sr. and 
Vernon Spino were able to 
flush about 60 horses out of the 
remote country and into a trap 
corral. Extension agent Clint 
Jacks noted that the norses, all 
of which were “slicks” were, 
extremely small—about 6-800 
lbs. — sign of u n h ea lth y  
breeding.

It was an e lab o ra te ly  
orchestrated effort. Pilot Ross 
Zeller and either Jacob or 
Vernon spotted herds and 
strategized with riders by 
walkie-talkie. As many as ten 
runs were made each day, some 
only to end in frustration as 
horses veered from camou­
flaged corrals at the last 
moment. A day was often 1,2-15 
hours long, leaving even the 
hardiest oi the teen-age crew 
members near exhaustion.

Down on solid ground again, 
round-up  organizers are 
evaluating their effort and 
looking for a way to keep the 
horse removal going on a 
continuous basis until an ideal 
population ' is reached and 
proper management is assured.


