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B.LA. forester Paul Brna had the
reservation’s first pine and fir cone h

by Cynthia Stowell

A *‘crash program” of cone
gathering on the reservation has
sent half a dozen B.1.A. foresters
and a three-man contract crew
clambering to the tops of ponder-
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After two days . . .

~ Court Orders Lower
~ River Season Closed

by Cynthia Stowell

The first week of a seven-
week commercial fishing season
in the lower Columbia River was
cut short Tuesday September 19
at 6 p.m. after attorneys for the
four treaty tribes asked U.S.
District Judge Robert Belloni to
issue a temporary restraining
order Monday.

Belloni closed the area from

;the mouth of the Willamette
iRiver to Bonneville Dam 48
| hours after it opened Sunday

evening September 17. The judge
agreed with U.S. Attorney Sid-
ney Lezak , saying that if the
season remained open, the In-
dian fishermen would not have
the opportunity to catch their.
share of the salmon “because an
indeterminate but significant
number of fish destined for the
upper Columbia River will he
harvested.”

The Columbia River Com-
pact, composed of the states of
Oregon and Washington, had
decided at their September 8
meeting to give non-Indian com-
mercial fishermen seven 4-day
weeks of lower river fishing
beginning September 17 and
ending November 2. Lower river
gillnetters had already had a
four-day season August 15-19 and -
two days in Zone 1 September 10

and 12,

Fisheries biologist Bill Rob-
inson of the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife said that the

f | season was justified based on the

number of surplus fish going to

# | the large hatcheries below Bon-

Poised for Picking
sky for a companion while he picked cones by the bushel in the

arvest.

First cone harvest aims for

osa pines and Douglas firs in
recent weeks in a rush to capture
the cones before they open up,

Cones must be gathered
within 15-20 days after they
ripen, said Bureau forester Bill
Donaghu, who added that there
has also been a pressure to take
advantage of this ‘“‘excellent”
seeding year, which occurs only
once in seven years for ponder-
0sas.

The result of the all-out
effort has been the collection of
79,000 ponderosa pine cones and
60,000 Douglas fir cones to re-
plenish the dwindling supply of
seeds for the Bureau’s reforest-
ation program.

This is the first year that
cones have been gathered from
the reservation. Previously seed
was purchased from the US.
Forest Service and the precise
origin of the seed was not known.
Although this year’s $16,000 pro-
gram makes  the seed more

CDS Photo

expensive, there should be a gain
in productivity, said Donaghu.

Knowing “at least one par-
ent’ and the exact habitat of the
seed can mean a 10-15 percent
improvement in the survival and
growth of seedlings, he said.

During the past six months,
700 select ponderosa pines were
identified and tagged by Bureau
employees, whose selection cri-
teria were rapid height and
diameter growth, small limbs,
no forking or abnormal branch
angles, and a large distance
between whorls.

Of those selected, only 231
trees (29,000 cones) were actual-
ly collected because trees do not
bear cones every year. The
balance of pine cones came from
trees chosen on site.

Under a $45 per tree contract
with Barnes Tree Improvement
Company, the Bureau is aiming
for the collection of 200 Douglas
fir trees, or approximately 140,

Rl

neville.
Attorney Lezak argued in
U.S. District Court Monday that

000 cones. Noble fir cones have
been picked only incidentally
since the Bureau has a good
backlog of that species.

Not every year will require a
‘“‘crash program,” noted Don-
aghu. Once the seed supply is

the lower river season would
reduce the Indians’ opportunity
to catch 60 percent of the upriver
salmon as outlined ir the Com-
prehensive Plan. The run of fall
chinook salmon was smaller
than expected this ye:r, he said.

An aniicipated Bonneville
passage of 250,000 fish looks
more like 180,000, said Robinson.
However the peak of the chinook
run hit Bonneville September 11,
said the biologist, and the daily
count has plummeted from 14,000
0 1,700 as of Tuesday.

Robinson feels that the im-
pact of a lower river fishery on
uporiver destined chinook would
be minimal — about 1,000 fish
caught. The target of the fishery
is coho salmon, a later and lower
quality fish that is raised at
hatcheries below Bonneville.

During this week’s two days
of fishing in Zones I-V below the
dam, gillnetters caught an esti-
mated 16,200 chinook and 13,500
coho, reported Robinson.

As of September 19, upriver -
Indian fishermen have caught
51,000 chinook and 11,000 steel-
head.

Indian fishermen were to
receive 60 percent of the harvest
plus an additional 20,000 to make
up for last fall’s loss, when they
caught only 40 percent.

Monday’s hearing, held in
Eugene where Belloni was
spending the day, was remini-
scent of the many court appear-
ances made in the summer of
1976 before the allocation plan
was drafted. But Warm Springs
tribal attorney Dennis Karnoop
said afterwards, ‘“We don’t think

(Continued on Page 12)

better seedling survival

built up, “maintenance” will be
the name of the game. future
years should go more smoothly
now that suitable climbers have

(Continuned on Page 7)

All-Indian World’s Fair

' The All-Indian Hall of Fame
Association from Chinle, Arizona
is trying something new by
sponsoring an Annual All-Indian
World’s Fair at the Arizona State
Fairgrounds in Phoenix, Arizona
on April 23-29, 1979,

The week-long activities will
include: a World’s Fair parade,
a carnival, championship rodeo,
arts and crafts exhibit and sale,
POWWOwW competition, Miss In-
dian USA Pageant & Show,
women and men’s sports tourn-
aments, conferences and conven-
tion, and tribal displays.

The purpose of the All-Indian
world’s fair is to honor all tribes
and Indians throughout the land.

The Hall of Fame Associa-
tion formed in 1976 with the goal
of developing an All-Indian Heri-
tage and Cultural Center, a
“living memorial to all tribal
cultures,”

If interested in obtaining
more information about the fair
write to: the All-Indian Hall of
Fame Association, PO Box 306,
Chinle, Arizona, 86503. Watch
Spilyay Tymoo for more details.




