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C ouncil R ep orts on NCAI C onvention
Carrying out a promise 

made early in their term, the 
new Tribal Council went to the 
people October 18 to report on 
their recent activities, the most 
significant being the National 
Congress of American Indians 
Convention in Dallas, Texas 
September 18-22.

Eight of the. twelve council 
members, including the three 
chiefs, attended the convention. 
Elmer Quinn was chosen as the 
voting delegate, with Delbert 
Frank and Gene Green as alter­
nates. Only three councilmen 
were on hand Tuesday night to 
offer reports due to other travel 
commitments, but several com­
mitteemen and tribal employees 
aided in the presentation.

Tribal Council Chairman 
Gene Greene, who moderated 
the meeting, pointed to tribal 
sovereignty and water rights as 
the key issues at the convention, 
although each committee and 
Councilman was assigned a par­
ticular area of concentration 
and had very different reports to 
offer to the general council.
The Council’s Report

Elmer Quinn reviewed the 
format of the weeklong conven­
tion, outling the areas of concern 
brought to the floor of the 
general assembly. Among those 
topics were Indian education, 
health and social welfare, con­
stitutional amendments, legisla­
tion, tribal sovereignty, Indian 
recognition, reservation devel­
opment, federal administration, 
and rules and credentials.

Sixty-three resolutions were 
passed by the more than 100 
tribes present at the convention, 
reported Quinn. Greene be­
moaned the fact that the NCAI 
has historically not followed up 
on resolutions, a sentiment that 
was echoed by management 
outside the general council 
meeting.

BACKLASH cast a shadow 
on most of the NCAI sessions 
and accented discussions of 
treaty rights and sovereignty. 
The seriousness of this hostile 
response to Indians’ recent court 
successes was acknowledged by
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Warm Springs representatives 
who may have previously felt “it 
can’t happen here.”

As Larry Calica (Simnasho) 
said about backlash, “We’re not 
in the bad situation that other 
reservations are, but we can’t 
tell when it might come knock­
ing on our door.”

The Congress recognized the 
many opposition groups nation­
wide that are challenging Indian 
rights through pressure on Con­
gress and the courts. According 
to Calica, the message given to 
the NCAI delegates was that 
education of the non-Indian pub­
lic should be a priority so that 
misunderstanding and fear 
might not aggravate the situation.

Calica detected a lack of 
interest in the area of FEDER­
AL ADMINISTRATION out of 
which no resolutions came; but 
he predicted that because of the 
BIA’s continued administrative 
failings, interest would pick up. 
He pointed to one important out­
come of these sessions: the 
fleshing out of the proposed 
Intertribal Timber Council that 
would assist timbered tribes in 
achieving favorable legislation 
and marketing practices.

RESERVA TION D E ­
VELOPMENT appeared to be a 
real nuts and bolts segment of 
the NCAI Convention. Uren Leo­
nard of the Planning Depart­
ment reported that housing and 
economic growth on reserva­
tions were key topics.

One resolution recommend­
ed that more Indian' staff be 
hired to work with the Economic 
Development Authority, which 
is a major funding agency for 
reservation projects. It was also 
recommended by resolution that 
all planning for Indian reserva­
tions be centralized in one 
agency.

Another resolution suggest­
ed that Indian reservations work 
more closely with the Environ­
mental Protection Agency which 
at present works through state 
governments. Leonard noted 
that Warm Springs has been 
contacted by the EPA and to­
gether they are working out

guidelines for dealing directly 
with one another.

Problems that reservations 
are encountering with HUD were 
discussed, the biggest one being 
HUD’s construction prototypes 
or models. Prototype costs 
haven’t allowed for high con­
struction costs on isolated reser­
vations and prototype features 
haven’t always been suited to 
Indian housing needs.

INDIAN RECOGNITION 
was a sensitive topic at the 
convention as various ways of 
defining what is “Indian” were 
discussed. Warm Springs repre­
sentatives opposed a resolution 
that would give the Secretary of 
interior the power to recognize 
Indians and Indian tribes ac­
cording to one common stand­
ard. As Elmer Quinn said, “ I 
think we can determine who is 
Indian here by our own Tribal 
Council.”

Leonard informed those at 
the meeting that Warm Springs 
is looking into working with the 
U.S. Census Bureau on this mat­
ter.

Two important resolutions 
were passed by the Sovereignty 
Committee in the area of 
WATER RIGHTS, according to 
Water Board member Cy Kat- 
chia. One required'the Interior 
Office’s Solicitor and the De­
partm ent of Justice to “cease 
and desist from violating the 
constitutional, human and civil 
rights of the American Indians” 
in regarâ to their water rights 
under the Winters Doctrine. This 
decision guarantees Indians’ 
rights to use the waters that 
“arise upon, border upon or tra­
verse” reservations. The resolu­
tion refers to the historic conflict 
of interest within the Depart­
ment of Interior which admini­
sters both federal and reserva­
tion water rights, which Tribes 
insist are distinct.

The objective of the second 
water rights resolution was the 
“immediate exercise of Indian 
water rights to the use of water 
for beneficial purposes, those 
rights having been too long ne­
glected.”

Municipal Branch Manager 
Rudy Clements attended ses­
sions on INDIAN EDUCATION 
which covered a lot of territory. 
Tribes at the NCAI convention 
preferred that funds for Indian 
controlled community colleges, 
of which there are 12 in the 
nation, go through federally 
recognized tribal governments 
and a resolution was made to 
that effect.

The Congress proposed an 
Indian Bicultural Education Act 
separate from a general act 
which specifies that funding is 
only available to those groups 
for whom English is a second 
language.

Also recommended was a 
National Vocational Education 
Advisory Board for Indian 
people.

Clements was happy to see 
handicapped children’s interests 
represented at the convention, 
especially when the definition of 
handicapped was broadened to 
include emotional as well as 
physical impairment.

A report by the Federal 
Interagency Commission on 
Education (FICE) raised ques­
tions from the Tribes at the 
convention about that group’s 
attem pt to bring the various 
federal funding agencies togeth­
er and find common criteria for 
the distribution of funds. It was 
felt that this would make fund­
ing less flexible j and that it 
placed .an emphasis on admini­
strative convenience rather than 
meeting educational needs.

Alcohol and drugs, housing 
and child welfare were topics 
considered by the HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL WELFARE com­
mittee, according to Quinn and 
Calica. The implementation of 
Public Laws 437 and 638, which 
call for self-determination and 
the eventual assumption of re-
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sponsibility for health-related 
programs by Tribes, received 
the attention of councilman Del­
bert Frank, it was learned out­
side the meeting.

A CONSTITUTIONAL A- 
MENDMENT that would have 
ended the four year limitation on 
elected officers of NCAI was 
voted down and a new president 
was elected. Veronic Murdock of 
the Colorado River Tribes is the 
NCAI’s first woman president 
and Mel Tonasket is the vice 
president, having served as No. 
1 for the last two terms.

The MISS NCAI contest was 
referred to often during the 
course of the general council 
meeting. Miss Warm Springs 
Aurolyn Stwyer’s successful, ap­
pearance was a source of pride 
for the many Warm Springs 
representatives to Dallas. Auro­
lyn was chosen first runner-up to 
Miss NCAI.

A Favorable Reception
After the Tribal Council and 

other representatives presented 
their reports and impressions to 
the crowd of approximately 45 
people, the general council had a 
chance to respond and pose 
questions.

Bernice Mitchell spoke for 
many people when she said, “It 
makes me feel good because this 
is the first report I’ve heard in 
25 years. We’ve been sitting in 
the dark with ear muffs on.”

Council Chairman Gene 
Greene remarked that the meet­
ing had “helped the Tribal 
Council, too. We brought each 
other up to date.’’ Greene made 
a tentative suggestion that in the 
future, laypersons — those not 
representing the Council, Com­
mittees or Management — be 
taken along as.observers on 
trips such as the NCAI Con­
vention in Dallas.


