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\urolyn Returns to Sheridan
With Her Eye on Miss Indian America Title

Aurolyn Stwyer barely re-
nembers her first trip to Sher-
:dan, Wyoming for the All-
indian Days celebration. She
was only four years old but
occording to her mother she
had some pretty big ideas.

Upon meeting Vivian Arvi-
0, a Navajo girl who had just
won the Miss Indian America
192 title, Aurolyn looked up at
her with obvious admiration
.nd announced in her little
oice, “When I grow up I'm
going to be Miss Indian Amer-
1d.

Vivian patted her on the
back and said, ‘‘You're very
intelligent. I bet you'll do it.”

Fifteen years later Aurolyn
is traveling to the Sheridan
celebration again, this time as
a poised young woman bearing
the title of Miss Warm Springs.
If the judges take her as
seriously as Vivian did in 1962,
Aurolyn just may come home
as Miss Indian America 1977.

As a contestant in the

annual contest, Aurolyn will
face a dizzying schedule of
appearances, including talent
exhibitions, banquets, parades
and a pageant.

For five days beginning
July 27 Aurolyn will be under
the watchful and critical eyes
of five panels of judges who
will be evaluating among other
things her talent, dress, poise,
personality and concern for
Indian people.

The new Miss Indian Am-
erica will be chosen at the
pageant July 31.

A caravan of Miss Warm
Springs fans, friends and rela-
tives will be leaving here Sat-
urday, July 23 to lend their
support in Aurolyn’s bid for
the title.

Aurolyn says she is looking
forward to the Sheridan event,
despite the rigors of prepara-
tion, traveling and participa-
ting. She has spent the last
couple of weeks plowing

through a stack of forms that
are far more impressive than
college applications. The 19
year-old contestant was requir-
ed to write a 300-word essay
illustrating her concern for In-
dian people. Her topic: Getting

. more Indians into management

positions.

On the lighter side, Auro-
lyn has been working with Eva
Montee on a modern physical
fitness routine that she will
perform to the tune of the
theme from ‘‘Rocky.”

In addition to a modern
talent demonstration, Aurolyn
and the other contestants will
display a traditional talent
once every day. Aurolyn is
practicing the Hoop Dance
with Donny Winishut, which
she plans to do with three
hoops.

Fund raising has been an-
other activity of Aurolyn and
her friends. A recent auction in
front of the Administration
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Building netted over $350 for
the cause. The Tribal Council
is assisting Aurolyn with her
trip and the Stenopool is giving
her lots of support.

Of course there is the daily
business of being Miss ‘Warm
Springs, as well as a student, a
volunteer and a youth program
coordinator.

Aurolyn has been particu-
larly busy.representing Warm
Springs in local functions in
the last few months. Just last
weekend ‘her float won the
Mayor’s Trophy in the Ft.
Dalles Day Parade in The
Dalles. She also participated in
the Crooked River Round-up
Parade, the Warm Springs
Fourth of July parade and she
rode on the prize winning
Warm Springs float in the
Rose Parade in Portland. Her
Lord’s Prayer in Sign Lan-
guage has become a popular
part of local ceremonies.

“I'm constantly involved in
something,”” Aurolyn says
about her life as Miss Warm
Springs. She is enjoying what
she considers to be a new
experience in-public relations.

On top of it all, she has
just finished her sophomore
year at Portland State College
where she is studying Business

fried Administration.
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“When I grow up I’m going to be Miss Indian America.”
four year old Aurolyn Stwyer advised Miss Indian America 1962
Vivian Arvisa of her plans when she visited Sheridan All-Indian
Days fifteen years ago. Her mother Neda listened with amuse-

' J ceives invitations to attend
« B conventions and powwows all
over the nation during her
térm.

Warm Springs wishes Aur-
olyn good luck in her pursuit
of the title which a confident
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