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The @ Story

CHAPTER 10

Rebellion Against Crime

John Herbert Dillinger Ind a
Kl - erazy gang which swept
through the Midwest from Sep-
tember, 1833, until July, 1634,
leaving a trail of ten men mur-
dered, seven waunded, four banks
robbed, three palice arsenals
plundered and three jalls from
which prisaners were freed,

RBat 1L wasn't the murders or
the rabberies ar the jail deliver
ies which first sent the FBI after
Dillinger, hecause none of these
erimes was a federal law viola-
tion. He ran inlo trouble with
the G-Men hecause he drove a

sinlen automobile aeross a sinte
|

line

During the twenties meost of
the country had walched the
growth of erime and gangsterism
with a sowhat attitude. Those
[ellows in the gangs, many peo-
vle felt, were no worse than the
thieves in dinner jackets who had
betn corrupting  federal,  slate
local governmonts: aboul Lthe one
ly difference was that one group
used guns and the other didn't.
But this tolerance gave way to
angry demands that something
he done aboul the menate of (he
gangsters and racketeers.

Special Kidnap Line

The eountry - and  Congress
eame in the realization that {hn
federal laws were woelully weak
In eombating interstale  erime
Criminals wora operating with
high-speed automohiles, armored
cars, highpowered rilles, ma-
chine guns and armamonis which
werne hotter than those of the law
enlorcement agencies Crime
wasn't localized. One gang eould,
and drequently did, operate
across the lines of & half-dozen
stales.

By 1833 hank robbeties were
occurring al the rate of almosl
two & day. Kidnapings had in-
erezsed nlarmingly despite the|
Lindbergh Kidnap Law. The at
turney general had urged people
o report kidnapings to the FBI
by calling the wpecinl kidnap™
number—NAtional 87117, Wash-
Ington, D. C,

Wooden €iun?
Many of the gang operalions

were nol in violation of federal
slalules and Lhere were some

|
deported ax an undesirable plicn

beeause she was the madam of a
bawdyhouse in Gary, Ind |
Her proposition was {his. She
watlld lead Jolin Dillinger to the
FRI=but she wanted a promise
that she would peeeive @ rewird
and also that something would be
done to permit hor to remain in
The reward wis promised. Pur-

curious Inconsistencies n the|
laws. For example, a bank nlli-|
clal who embezzled $80 (rom &l
fedecal hank in 19338 had violated
a federal Liw, But a gang of ban
dits might rob a federal bank ol
$100,000, machine-gun the bank
officinls and escape into another
slite without violating » single

federal statute. And the handis |Hamilton, to & movie thester thel When the trlo emerged, by

eould be reasonably sure that pur-
suit would end al the state line.

Dillinger, wanted {n Indiana
for the murder of an East Chica-
go policeman, was recognized in
Tueson, Arie., and arrested with
three members of his gan. Tue-
san police found, among other
odds and ends at the Dillinger
hide-out, three Thompson sub-
machine guns, two Winchester
rifles mountod as maching guns,
five hullet-proof vests and more
than $25,000, part ol which was
identified as loot [rom an East
Chicagn hank,

Dillinger was roturned In In
diana and plaged in the eounty
jail at Crown Point in awall
trial, Bul he escaped on March 3
1034. He always claimed he
frightened the jail gunreds with a
wandon gun which he had fash
fnned with a razor blade as he
whiled away the time in his cell
The rodfaced guards said Dil
linger hadd a real 46 which some
one had slipped to him,

Traps Sprung

Dhillinger grabbed two machine
guns, locked up the guards, stole
the sherifl's automaobile and heail
ed for Chicagn, The instant he
erossed the Indinnadilinois statp
line, he vinlated afederal law
the National Motor Veliele ‘Thelt
Ak, commonly known as the [y

er Acl, which prolibits  teans
artalinn ol a stolen motor ve
lele meross o state line

On wn peepsions agonis
thought they had Dillinger trap
ed. Each time he pocapod inoa
pll'l‘{l:" of machine-gun fire, But
the cirele wis Hghteping

In April the DHLnger  gung
was  found  at Litle Rohemin
Lodge, a summer esuil somie S0
miles porth of Rhinelander, Wis
Warned by burking dogs of the

approach ¢ n FBIL raldin
ty, Dillinger and his buddie
capeil, A short distanee from the
Indge, Lester Gillis, alias “Bahy
Face" Nelson, a member ol he
Dillinger  gang,  Willed  Spocial
Agent W Carler  Hauin anil
wounded another agent and a o
cal oflicet

On'the Diest day of June, Hoo
€ called specal Agent Samue]
P. Cowley into his of
himi & speoial sdsignment  Cow
lay was a hefty, Jbyvearoid Utah
lawsor who Kad served as o m
sionary in the Mormon Churel
befars bie Jotoed the FRT He wa
tn take charge of the MIlinget
search

Cowley's search Ted him to Chi
eago. Dillinger way veported in
hiding, recovening from a doc
Lor's attempl to disguise the il
lingey features by plastle surgery
Cowley and Melvin Purvis, spe

einl agent in charge of the Ch
cago oflice, worked closely with

Iwo East  Chicago  policemen
Capt. Timothy O'Neill and Sgt
Martin  Zarkovich, in running

down the seores of rumors and
tips from people who thought
they had recognited Dillinger

Woman in Hed

The break in the case came on
July 21, O'Netll and Zarkovich
brought a dark-halred, middle

aged woman to the FBI She was
Atda Cumpanas, and she was in
frsutde. The Immigration and Na

Al lavun Beedce wanted her

vis saltdl he would do what he
eonlid to help hor, and he would
enll her epoperation to the al-
Lention of the Lubor Depirtment,
which handied deportation mat:
lers.

Ana Cumpanas sald that John

Mes, Ao Ciompanas, also known ng Anni Sage, wis the “Woman
In Red" who finally led FBI agents and police o John Dillinger,
gang chiel of "My, The bawdyhouse operaler liter was deported.

next evening, How would other
FBI agents, who hadn't seen Ana
Cumpanas, he able {o identify
her®  Ana said she would be
dressed I ved,
Surgery Falls

The FBL men and the police
recognized Dillinger when
he entornd the theater with his
girl fedond and “the Woman in
Redd." Despite the plastin surgery
the outlaw wis identified hoyond
bl Cowley enlled Hoover, who
wos paeing the library of hi
homno in Washington, The decis
inn wis made 1o take Dillinger
he came out of the theater, rath

men

Dillinger was planning to take
her and hin girl friend, Pally
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or than risk a gun bittle inside
the erowiled show house.

preacrangement Purvis 1it a cis

|gar, Dillinger must have sensed |

Hn
anil

Ithat something was wrong
|glaneed over his shoulder

|saw &n agent moving toward him. |
He darted toward an alley, claw- |

ing & pistol from his pants pock-
el, But before he could get his
gun into action, three FBI agents
fired tive shols. Slugs lore Into
Dillinger's body and he pitehed
on'his face. The chase was over

Cowley pald Ana  Cumpaniis
$5,000 from the $10,000 reward
maney which the [ederal govern.
ment had posted. The (wo East

$2.500. But a federal judge or-
dered her deported, and she died
In 1047 in the little Romanian
town of Timisoara,

(Tomorrow: The FRI
Laboratory )
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by Don Whitahend, 7 |3 Men Killed

In Kansas Gas

- Plant Blowup

Fuel Supply Threateneq
As Iar as Delroit by
Service Cutoff

LIBERAL, Kan, ¥ — An exple
slon flashed through a big pipe
line compressor station here in
the southwest corner of Kansas
iyesterday, killing three warkmen
tand threatening natural gas sup
plins as far east as Delroit.

Offielpls of Panbandle Eastern
| Pipeline Co, sald they haped to
| restore deliveries to 70 per eent
(of normal today

Chicago policemen eac o | They indicated this would mean
I h recelved |, o taiiment of ges for house-

[hold uge along Panhandle East-

ern's system in Kansas, Missour,
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and Michi.

gan,
Industrial uzers In the six slates
were cut off immedintely

R
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The whole area presently ls in
the grip ol a cold wave.

The wert about 25 men in the
plant. Fourteen were burned and
battered by the explosion, Three
| were reported in crilical  condi-
|tibn, Four were released from a
hospitel alter treatment

The hlast hlew the metal roaf
and sides off the main compressor
hullding, 264 by 88 feet, Il wrocked

sdiolning machine sghop was heav-

ly damaged. Five other buildings on fire.

and eight houses on the #0-acre
plot 15 miles northeast of Liberal
had lseser damage |

fine company official sald the|

| gver the place and everything was

The [

by gas fram broken |
| valves could be closed.

on & Ccompressor engine caused
the blast, Workmen said they

irs burned two hours, fed heard a hissing noise just belire

Ines, before the explosion.
The Liheral station collects zay

Those killed wera Melvin Swal-\through small pipelines from

fard, 85, who lived on the station: | fields in southw
Jlrmns Hanes, sbout 30, Paul’s/oklahoma and Texas Panhandles,

loss might run several million
dnliars.
4y ‘alley, Okla.; and
“Everything fust went off In my | :;ﬂut- o Tibara:

face,”" said J. D. Armgtrong. one|
af the workmen Injured. “Pleces !

I_lhl_' engines and compressors, An | of metal and glass wers flying all !

A company

spokesman :
aiturs of & plece of equipment | campreseor stalion in the world,

it Kansas and the

Hill. | gompressing It and  bonsting 1t
along 24 and 26dnch mains to tha
sald | East. 14 onee was the largzest
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