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DENNIS THE MENACE - By KetchamEARLY DENTISTRY HERE RECALLED

Whiskey Played Important Part in
Pulling Teeth During Early Days

of the dental trust concerned only
with the elite in his lucrative prac-
tice. dentists sug-
gested that his advertising com-

petitor was unethical and some-
times incompetent.

Residents of Salem for the past
30 years will recall Dr. H. C. Ep-
ley. a local practitioneer for 40

years; who composed songs and
was active in choir and chorus.
His partner for many years was
Dr. H. H, dinger; legislator,
member of Salem school board
and the capitol planning commis-
sion. Olinger field was named in
his honor.

In 1853 Salem had but one den-

tist, Dr. U. H. Dunning, an t.

Now, 102 years later, the
phone book mentions 72 dentists
and dental practitioners. Dean of

these, most probably, is Dr. W. W.

Darby who started practice here
in September, 1904 and has been
continuously a dentist on State
street for 52 years. He continues
active in his dental practice.
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Advertising. Opposed
From 1910 onward advertising

dentists became a thorn in the
flesh of dentists concerned with
high standards and ethics for the
profession. They may not have
seriously frowned upon a Capital
Journal advertisement by those
well known partners, Drs. Epley
and Olinger, in 1900, when they
took front page space to announce
new aluminum and rubber plates
and gold crowns for S5 upwards.
But they did not condone Dr. R.
E. Wright's flamboyant spread in
1904 when that advertising

proclaimed acquisition of
8000 teeth, the largest shipment
ever received by a dentist on the
Coast; for 30c on the dollar. Nor
did they approve of his plates for
$5, fillings for 50c, free extrac-
tions or extractions without pain.

Cleavage Wldenes
As the years advanced the cleav-

age between the dentist, who ad-

vertised, and the doctor, who did
not, widened. When a gaudy itin-
erant with flares and a chair
mounted on a wagon bed appeared
on Saturday night at the corner
of State and Liberty streets and
ballyhooed extractions for "four
bits" he was anathema among Sa-

lem's established dentists. Adver-

tising dentists implied that the
practitioner with a conservative
sign on his door was a member

rubber. :"
Anesthetics Come

Agony associated with extrac-
tion was also ameliorated in the
1870s. Dr. Chance advertised that
the danger of chloroform was
avoided in his painless extractions
by use of nitrous oxide (laughing
gas) or Richardson's ether spray.
But Dr. O. D. McCauley, an M. D.
and a dentist, did not fear any
danger from chloroform or ether
"in judicious hands." In 1872 Dr.
McCauley was located the first
door east of Salem's "Cheap John
Store."
' Come 1872 and Dr. Skiff had also

tists. Dr. Skiff had dozens of ap-

prentices in his Salem office over
an interval of 30 years.

However, late in the 1880s, the

apprentice dentist was losing
ground to the fellow trained in

a school of dentistry. Such was
Dr. James Madison Kecnc, born
on French Prairie in 1864 and
a graduate with honors from Phil-

adelphia Dental College in 1868.
Dr. Keene was quite a blade. On

July 4, 1887 he and others as-

cended Mt. Hood with 100 pounds
of powder that was touched off
that night on the peak to illum-
inate the crag with red fire ob-

served in Portland, Salem and
elsewhere. Even so late as 1902
Dr. Everett, M. Hurd. a Salem
dentist, saw fit to proclaim on
the cover of the city directory for
that year the fact that he was

carded in their practice." Smith
and Chance gave particular atten-
tion to diseases of the gums and
jaws: also to the regulation of chil-
dren's teeth.

Rugged pioneer conditions were
somewhat ameliorated following
the Civil War. Folks in the Wi-

llamette Valley were giving more
thought and consideration to the
care and preservation of their
teeth. Those needful of false teeth
(the expression "dentures" be-

came common about the time the
undertaker became a mortician)
were offered falsies in a number
of less expensive materials includ- -

74 years one wonders: Did Dr.
Skiff's dentistry suggest the neces-

sity for a pain killer?
Dr. T. C. Smith. Salem's painless

dentist in 1886; offered to pain con-

scious patients nitrous oxide, vi-

talized air, chloroform, ether, or
the freezer (cocaine) for painless
extraction, in 1888 he added elec-

tricity as the very latest painless
method of extraction.

A little later Dr. C. A. Bonham
over Squire Farrar's grocery store
advertised that gold fillings were
a specialty with him and that "my
local pain obtunder (a narcotic)
has no equal" when applied to the
gums but five minutes renders
extraction painless."

Trained as Apprentices
Salem's early dentists were most-

ly practionecrs trained under an

Capital Journal Writer

Whisky, they say, followed the
flag. Then came Oregon's early
doctors and dentists. Whisky fol-

lowed them, too. One hundred
yiars ago, under pioneer condi-
tions, there was no other procur-
able narcotic and the bewhiskercd
pioneer about to have his teeth
jerked needed a dram or two to
sustain his resolution and fortify
his courage.

Some of Salem's early dentists
proudly displayed the white pledge
of temperance. It is not likely that
they offered a frantic patient a
wig from the bottle before the

cruel turnkey tightened upon the
offending molar. Instead they
dexterously twisted the bloody key
that heaved the offending tooth and
let the patient howl.

Toothaches Widespread
L. E. Wilkes in "By an Oregon

Pioneer Fireside" mentions that
nearly every person in pioneer
times was afflicted "with tooth-
ache.

The only-re- cure was "out with
the aclier." Usually this was an
operation for some willing amateur
who lived nearby, sometimes for
the blacksmith and alwnys done
without anesthetics or considera-
tion for surgery.

Wilkes' pioneer father was one of

AVIATION STIMULANT

WASHINGTON (UP) The Ar-

my, whose aviation program was
curbed recently by the Defense

Department, will hold in
model airplane meet next August.
The Army said one purpose of the
meet is to stimulate interest in
Army aviation.

fallen in line with painless dentist-

ry. His advertisement through sue- -ins the Ions DODular. hard red
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of Smith and Meredith, local ship to Perry Davis and Son's Pain

limfiTimrPfnfnWIthose handy and willing dentists
who was o'tcn called from his beri
lr.ie at nisht to go to a "pullin.'

Louis Barzeee was born at Jef-
ferson Jan. 5; 1864. Years Inter he
wrote a book about his youthful ex-

periences called "Oregon In The
Making." Here he relates of his
epcrience with an aching tooth
and the rustic who extracted it 80

years ago. White bearded Uncle
Ed Simmons pulled teeth without
charge in Barzee's neighborhood.
Ynung Barz?e with a swollen jaw
ai::l an aching tooth found this
patriarch, asshled by his son, ?

srato with a scythe.
"Fe:ch my turnkeys" he told

the boy and ordered Barzee to lie
down on the ground with his face
up and mouth wide open. When
the turnkeys came Uncle Ed an-
chored Barzee with his weight,
slashed the gums with his pocket
knife and applied the turnkey; Aft-

er agonizing and jerks the
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$5.00 Billfolds, leather
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First Salem Dentist
Salem's first known dentist was

If. H. Dunning who advertised in a
local newspaper, Nov. 29, 1853,
that he was a surgeon dentist and
In town only for a short time to

any dental operation thatKerform be called upon to do.
Itinerant dentists travelling

through the Willamette valley in
the 1850s led a hard life. Popula-
tion was scanty and they made
their way over uncertain roads in
winter that were sloughs of mud.
They carried their few instruments
In saddle bags and improvised
their own laboratories on a kitchen
table. When gold or silver foil
was needed they sometimes placed
a coin upon a blacksmith's anvil
and pounded out their own with
a planishing hammer. But in those
times extractions comprised most
of their practice.

However badly needed, most
pioneers could not afford dental
plates then made, of gold and sil-

ver. Photographs made 100 years
ago of older men and women show
the shrunken mouths of those long
accustomed to "gumming it."

Dr. L. S. Skiff, Salem's distin-

guished oldtime dentist;' estab-

lished himself here during July
1858. At .first he was an itinerant
but later set himself up in an of-

fice on State street. His formal ed-

ucation was limited, his dental

training was that of an apprentice
In his native state of New York. ,

Sarah Hunt Steeves in her "Book
of Remembrance" relates how Dr.
Skiff got himself a wife. On one
of his itinerates he met Mary. Old

Mr. Gardner's attractive daughter.
Abner Gardner a pioneer of 1853

hsd settled in Fox Valley near
Mehama. When Dr. Skiff ap-

proached Abner about marrying
Mary the pioneer was skeptical.
"What would Dr. Skiff do for a

living after he got all the teeth
of folks hereabouts pulled and
filled?" Dr. Skiff somehow over-

came Abner's conception of a stat-

ic world and married Mary on May
1, 1859.

Skiff Office Remembered
Oldtimers well remember when

the Skifl office for both father and
son, Mark, was located on Liberty
street at the site of today's Mont-

gomery Ward store. There they
saw the Skiff collection of extrac-
ted teeth before the moment came
for them, too, to writhe in his
dental chair.

Oldtimers also recall that Dr.
Skiff was also a most skillful den-- i

nnh.,nip A hinrrranher in 18,12
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rank as a skillful and successful

operator, having produced some of

the finest and most artistic work
ever made on this side of the
Rockies." In 1874 he adapted a

water motor to his dental engine
that burred teeth preparatory to.

filling. And Dr. Skiff was consci-

entious about his work the filling!
would endure long after the pain
was forgotten.

That is what Dr. Skiff hoped.
When this writer was taken to Dr.

J C. Griffinth 50 odd years ago to

have hw baby teeth fixed the den-

tin had an engins oprated by a

foot pedal. He told his yoima pa-
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