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It was here that James Croas-
man came on 4 tlver steamer
from  Portland, artiving on the
evening of June 19, 1864 with his
little family from Pittshurgh, Pa
He had come by way of New' York, |
salling 1o Panama, then gcross
the Isthmus by rall, then up the
Pacifle to San Franeiseo and agaln |
transferring ‘o another steamer!
for Portland

You ask why so far aroundr Tt
was because this was the most

npecdy way In o from the East

the battle of San Jaginto

Things had gone badly for Tex-
us thot spring of 1636 in its (ight
for independence from Mexico. On |
March # the garrison al Alamo
Misgion In San Antonio had been
massacred by the s of Gen
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enst of Houston

On the afternoen of April 21, as
Santa Annp ook his slesta and
his force ‘of 1600 sgualted con
fidently, behind their broastworks,
General Sam Houston's army—oul
numbered 2 to L=t i

It st rank with histors's mos
viclous  und  surprising  allacks
Shrivking  “HRemeber  the Al
mo!"™ the Texans routed the i
in 18 mingles—Killing some
wounding 20 and capluring
T30, Te Casi { MTwo dead,
23 wounded

Santa Apna was captured.

Texns had  independence,  and
nine vears Iater joined the union,
touched off the U, S-Mexican Wir
But the anpexatinn ol Toxas
Mexleo, bioke off ‘relations with
the United States and lald a claim
to: Texns,

The United States won the war,

to tqu-n:rm in those dave Rey, Mr,|

rongman was nppointed & mis
Uregon by the then
Asspclation: He

young muan, k
predched for six vears provio
to  this in Pennsylvania. The
Weekly Sttesman  said o his
appointment; “The State of Ore
gon will be his field." Although
he had such o large field, he
found no parsonuge, no churel and
no  members here. He was a
siranger in Salem, a city of about
2000 popilalion,

It was not ensy 'to establizh a
work., The [lirst Sundsy by invita
tion he preached In the Congre-
gational Chiireh and the seco
In the Methadist Church and fin-
ally secured the right 1o preach | in religious: cireles as well as in | WCTU rooms tWo doors East on
in the old Courthouse which stood | the every-day k of life. Now a|Court Street from the then Opera
on the same block of our present | great  grandson, Joe  Bowersox, | House, bul ooetipicd by Mil-
Conrthouse, This Courthouse was|Jr, is o of the church|ler’s department store. Here they
butlt, about 1852 and stood facing | here. Durlng these veors, be tipped for over ‘a year, durs
High Street, 5 feet back from the ning In 1884, another personality |ing this time they built a chureh
curh. This was nol too desirable |bocame prominent in Evangelies!| on Cottage Stroet which was dedi:
8 place nor could he maintain a|onnuals in Oregon who for Iwo | edatetl Decembor 16, 1. This|
regular preaching schedule for helterms sereved the Salem  churchy church burned in 1016 and  at
also went out from here to Inde: | namely, C. C, Poling. He did much | onte the  congregation. bogan o
pendence, Corvallis, Albany and |to develop the work of the Evan- build a second church which was
sehgolhouses in this vieinty. Fin-|gelical Church in Portland, he dedicated January 14, 1917 This
ally In the spring of 1966 he began | alsn was much intérestid in the bullding is still standing and' is
to bulld & church on a lol secured | educationnl work of the church on owned by the Women's Club of
at Center and Liberty which i'i|lhp West Coast, His youngest son Salem,
now aecupled a5 a used car lot | Paul N, Poling is now postor ol The church nt Center mnd Lib.
This building was completed by | the Presbyterinn Church here. erty, at this time huving passed |
September of that year., Cronsmon| 1n anolher ze the First Evan: | into the hands of the gelieal
prevailed on €. F. Deininger, who|eulieal United Brethren Church is “lation, thiey having an
had come West with him to d""“"-uniqun for it is the composite of churclh in Fast Salem,
cite the church, and taken up mis-| fhree former churches in Salém. je this a German church which
sion  work in_ San Franciseo, 10!1n jgeder to understand the form- | continued so in part until the time |
mako the (trip from there, He|jng of the three churches and then | of the merger of the two in 1921 |
cime the Crossmian way, by|h coming together ot it i In 1015 when H. B, Hornchuch |
ovean antd river th Salem. The de- |, rv to refer to a d war ppedar, i chureh
diration took place September 2 |af (he History of the Evange r f T *
166, Assoctation for a riff came inl

The nexl year Rev, Mr. Deinin:|ihe church which led to the form- at pr
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tn Cotvallis, The !l al  Association and the member of this  church
1 h wae dedicated October 3,
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