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Horseless Buggy History
Dates Back Eighty Years

By BEN MAXWELL

Salem’s  automotive  history
dates buck B0 years, to October
10, 1874

In that year George B. Selden
was dreaming of a success{ul in
ternal combustion engine with
wgnition aceomplished by an ex-
ternal Lame and useful for ve
hicle: propulsion. He did not ap-
ply for & patent until 1879, And
the nume “automobile™ wasg not
coined until near 1900, about 25
years alter George Leslie crept
through & downtown Salem street
in a whoeezy steam vehicle at a
pace approximating that of geo-
logie times,

On Saturdoy, October 10, 1874,
a Statesman reporter wrote a
brief poragraph about the sen-
sation created by George: Leslio's
ateam wagon that had appeared
on Salem streets last Thursday
noon, Bul, said this sccofnt of
80 vears ago, Leshie's animated
kettle “was more of a novelty
than a suceess.”

Basicully George's steam wag-
on consisted of a small steam
engine mounted on wheels and
g0 arranged with cogs as Lo con-
nect with the running gear. Pro-
grese was delinitely slaw, Com-
pared with it an “ox team pulling
4 Ing truck attachment moved
with the speed of greased light-
ning." Indead, progress was only
diseernible by sighting across the
street and lining George's chufi-
ing contraption up with a fixed
objeet and patiently waiting for
it to pass thut given point.

Further, commented the eyni
eal reporter of B0 years ago:

“Should it come inty common
use there would be ne da r of
fast driving, Leslie expeels to
exhibit it at the fair i he can
get there in time"”

Invenlor Raised Carp

Leslie's steam wagon Wis, Por-
hnps, a product of Drake's Iron
Works where Jonathan  Leslie
was an emplove in 1880, In the
Tang and Himes history of the
Willamelte Valley his name is
spelled Lesley and it is there
recorded that he was married
to Miss Eliza M. Graves in 1868
His trade was that of curpenter
and ecirrisge maker, Research by
Dave Duniway, state archivist,
diseovers that he left no estate,
1. H. MeMahan, who knew Les
lie, reculls that he lived st Front
and Fir streets (now Division)
70 oidd yeors v and that he
rajsed carp and wias probably re
sponsible for their introdaction
fnto the Willamette River. He
does not remember Leslie 48 an
fnventor and this writer who on
oceasion read Leslic’s  obituary, |
doos not remember his being
mentioned as such.

Mare than 25 years passed be-
fore anvihing resembling an su-
tomaohile is known Lo have again
appoated in Salem. Tere and
there an  oldtimer recalls that
a horseless carriage of  early
gnsoline vintage may have enme
here as a feature of a dog and
pony show ahout 1902 Also in
that a Maobile Steam Touring
Car wis driven from Seattle fo
San Franciseo in the “most dif-
fienlt auto trip on record.” Drive
or George Carmack thok his Mo-
hile steamer  down cr:nll-‘_sn
stonp that the machine slid with-
out  the wheels turning and
through places where a two horse
team could not take & wagon, No
rocnrd has been found to show
that the Mobile Steam Touri=
Car enroute to San Franeisco I
venrs ago passed through Sal
T Ownership of Oregon's  first
atomobile had been attribnted
to Henry Wemme of Portland
who is said to have possessed a
Stanley steamer ahout 1883, This
f« an anachronism sinee the
Stanley hrothers didd not  start
building their vehicle until July
6, 1807 He did, however, acquire
a Locomnhile (then also 4 steam
er) in 1898 which muay have been
Oregon's lirst automohile. In a
wingle vear his choffing steamer
i aceredited ax heing the eause
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of more runaways in Portland
thon had occurred since 1880,
1903 Important Year

Salem’s first home-owned auto-
mobile, as has so frequently been
mentioned, was uncrated April
16, 1803, Fifty-one years of his
tory have shown this event to be
one of the more significant in
recorded time for this loeality.
Then, however; the Statesman
diil not bother with the yarn at
all and the Capital Journal treat-
ed it somewhat facetiously on an
inside page

Otte J. Wilson had acquired
this one eyvlinder, seven-horse.
power Oldsmohile, tiller steered,
with a curved dash and A Starts
ing erank that could be manipu-
lated from the seal, for $650|
cash, He bought it hecause he
aperated a bievele shop and liked |
machinery, He was alsy interest-
ed in @ hopyvard and needed
speedy  transportation. Addition-
ally, he wis associated with John
Maurer, Salem's genius at me-
chonies who could keep his car
running if anvone could,

Oldsmobile’s slogan for 1802,
when the company mass produc-
ed 2500 merry Oldsmobiles, was
“Nothing to wateh but the road.” |
Otto Wilson soon diseovered this
was only a splendid euphemism
and carried plenty of tonls and
spare parts when he ventured
out of sight of Maurer's machine
shop,

Wrole the Capital Journal re-
porter of B1 yesrs ago:

“With the whizz and burr of
several mptor bicyeles and the |
sarance  of a number  of
pseliess  carrioges on Sale m |
stroets the eapitol ety i8 becom-
ing metropolitan.” |

On February 25, 16902, Millard
(Bl Lee, rvepresentative for
Mitchell, Lewis & Staver, had
hrought the firsl molorevele to
Salem and ridden it down the
path {rom the State House at a
rate of 20 miles an hour. He was
reported for “seorching™ but no
Salem ordinance then covered
speed of automobiles or motor-
cyeles so he got off without fine
or punishment. August 5, 1902,
Ren Tavlor was reported riding
a motoreyele. He wrecked it by
& misadventure less than two
weeks lTater and hoth Ben and
his eyele were laid up for re
pairs

F. A, Wiggins, the implement
dealer on Liberly Streel, acquir-
ed an aweney for the Rambler
automabile, anuther oneeylinder |
confraption, during the early |
part of 1903 and when “he saw
fit to proclaim its merits in print
on September 16, 1003, it be-
came the Capital Journal's first
advertisement aboul an automo-
bile, He #old & Rambler to
Goorge Graves shortly afler he
had acauired the ageney and this
sale heeame the first of its kind
made hy a local dealer |
The First Accident |

First aceident known to he at-
tributed tooan aulomohile in this
area happened immediately east
of the penitentiaey about 2:30
a'elock on Suturday alternoon,
Julv 11, 1903, Guetave Mitzner
hoth saw and heard the popning
eontraption bearing down upon
him. He dismounted from his|
tuireey to hridle down his alarmed
horse, Despite his  efforls the
horse ran away, smaghed Mitz- |
ner's hueey and killed itsell at
what 15 now Foeur Corners. Soon
Vitener was at the Courthouse
] ndine a John Doe warrant
for an unknown antoist

Stonm cars hatd an earls
vouue in this loeality since -mlu-;

drivers rocarded them as heing
safer and more  reliahle  than
gnenline autog of the eprly 19005
Bul  thev soon discovered that
the opecator had to be hoth a
plumber and an enoin
comething of o intalist 1
ane here was o White owned by
1. H Albert. Hs en

direetly tn the rear wheels

ne was gear

el
anid could not he  disongaged

e ot extremely low cosl be- |
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Like others of its Kind it gen-
erated steam quickly

in the Fola Hills cost Mrs. Al
bert her lfe. George Graves ac-
quired a steamer from Ered Wig-
gins but found it too complex
for his mechanical capacity and

chauffeurs were then ecalled, to
First electri¢ car in Salem was

product of the Columbus Bupgy

third, a Baker, was Miss Sally
Bush's proud possession until she
maneuvered it through the doors

create havoe among the pills,
License Law Passed

When Oregon’s
automotive vehicles hecame
effective May 17, 1003, the nge

of wheels may be said to have

ended. Automobiles had not yel
been perfected. Bul the days of
high adventure were spproaching
a close. The next decade saw a
demand for good roads, the sell
starter made driving a car prac-
tical for women, and the ear it-
self became more relinble and
more elficient

Forty-nine vears ago 17 autn-
mobiles were owned In Salem
ranging from 2 oneevlinder Ori-
ent Buckboard eosting 8375 and
owned by Frank J. Moore to a
hig and costly White steamer
that was the pride of George
J. Pierce. Then John Graber
owned an Olds used to trans
Tport those willing to pay the
price for 3 round trip to the
Lewis and Clark Fair, He, alone,
is belicved to be the only sur-
vivor of this early age of aulp-
malive transportation in Salem

About a third of a million pure
fones can be detecled by the hu-

man ear
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) : 5 =R ticipate.
will be held “"'d"""l'“ night | A" decision to call the meeting
March 3, ot the Washington |of (he directors of the four
school in Woodburn of the di-|schools was reached al a meet-
rectors of the school boards of : :

four adjoining school distriets

and the Woodburn school board BECKE

for the expression of views on
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