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FACTS WE MUST FACE UP TO

The American Tariff League, whose reason for being is
obvious from its name, has just put out figures showing
how much higher American wage rates are, in order to
buttress its opposition to tariff cuts, such as the adminis- |
tration proposres,

Average hourly wages in several leading industrial na- |
tions are given s follows: U.S.A. $1.78, Canada $1.88,
Sweden 75 cents, Switzerlund 57 cents, Belgium 48 cents,
United Kingdom 47 cents, France 46 cents, Germany 44
cents, Italy 87 cents, Ireland 86 cents, Japan 19 cents,

{ It should be kept in mind that American wages are high
because American productivity is high. This iz not be-

! cause Americans work havder, for as a rule they don't,
but because they have far more and beter tools to work
with, and a superior technology or “know how." There.
fore their pay i8 in general matched by their output. It
has to be or the wages could not continue to be paid.

Within the U.S, wage rates will largely determine sell-
ing prices and therefore living costs. These may go up
or down with only temporary dislocations and hardships.
We can be independent of the rest of the world so far as
our internal economy is concerned,

But we cannot be altogether independent because we re-
quire more and more supplies from abroad, We will even
fmport much of our iron ore from now on, virtually all our

sea shell.
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