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Among thinking people in
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| need. The sound thinking
|| American has come to realize
.: | without any loss of pathos or

| | well planned existance as any
1 other commodity or service.
‘ | Cemelery lols, mausoleums,
! cmu. elc, are, more fre-
quently than not, selected in
advance of the nesd. Ameri-
cans are practical in the plan-
ning of their daily lives and,
with a realization of how
| short is the time for planning,
f |!ollowlnl death, it is in every
| way desirable to give thought
llte funeral arrangements
| ahead of time. It is also recog-
Inlu'd that the state of mind
lunblum-n judgment, follow-
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Ing the demise of a loved one,
and this has been another fac-
jitor In encouraging people to
| prepare in advance of the
eventuality. ,

There are many fthings
which may be learned by
those who take this sensible
= | precaution. A knowledge is
«11 had of the mortuary with the
| proper equipment, environ-
| ment and facilities for supply-
1l ing just the type of funeral
| desired. Expense is deler-
mined and decided In advance
in keeping with the family's
financial and economic posi-
tion.

Thinking people have the
| turn of mind to accept these
f Iblnp philosophically and,
| with consideration for those
left behind. Therefore, it is
quite generally sdmitted that
the public is entitled to know
“]! the competency and facilities
" |of the funeral director upon
|| whom, sooner or later, lhey
| |wlll be forced to call.
| Serving the Region 63 Years
The W. T. Rigden Co., op-
| erating a most modern mortu-
| ary or funeral home, at 220
{1l North Cottage in Salem, has

been serving the familles in
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years.

Winfjeld Taylor Rigdon was
born In Powershiek county,
Illinois, Feb. 18, 1848. In his
w | first vear, the Rigdon family

||| began the trek Into the Ore-
gon country and arrived in
[lhe Willamette wvalley along

,| ~ A Complete Line of
the
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| Rigdon established s funeral

.| || home in Salem, From the very
1 Rigdon con-

| beginning Mr.
I rllll‘lﬂ)' studied for further
a ron u o M| proficiency In his chosen pro-
| fession. Along with constant-

325 N. Commerciol Phone 2-4189, If no aniw., dicl 3.6478 or 2-4914

|

|| ly increasing efficiency in the
{| operation of his mortuary, W.
J| T. Rigdon introduced modern

embalming methods on the
.wut coast. He was the first
| to use arterisl embalming in
. this region. Conslantly keep-
ing abreast of advancement In

the profession of directing fu-
|nerals he brought the {first
]| motorized hearse to Salem.

W. T. Rigdon passed away

In 1942, Members of the fam-
{ily had been tvalned {o carry
i|| on the high ethical standards
of funeral service established
by him. Therefore, this Is
i ESnlcm‘a oldest mortuary, own-
|ed and operated by the same
| family for Gl years.
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Centrelly locoted in downtown Salem, the W. T. RIGDON CO. MORTUARY offers ample parking space
end convenient occess to Solem’s cemeteries. Throughout the years, every effort is mode to keep fociii-
ties modemn . . . to better serve Solem. PHONE 3-3173.
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By R. KENNETH EVANS

]| the nation there is a growing | bullding was constructed in
| movement to investigate fu.|1924 under the planning and
| neral matters in advance of |directiod of W. T. Rigdon, Mr.

i]| Salem and this section of the|as

R

The present mortuary

Rigdon proved by his ar- |§
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service  which
has been perfected with the ||
constant thought to soften the
grief that comes with the
passing of loved ones. Thus,
when every detall has been ||
carefully planned and exe- |}
culed, as is the case with this |}!
mortuary, fear of the unex- |}
pected can be forgotien.
Detailed direction has also
played an important part in ||
the planning of every funeral
service. When a funeral W
directed by the W. T. Rigdon
Co. there is no phase of pro-
eedure, impressive or solicl- ||
tude alighted. The staff is|]!
well versed In various de. |K
nominational and fraternal
rites; the equipment Iz always
kept sightly; care and good |||
taste is always evidenced in |}
the arrangement of the floral |}
designs and attention to the
mourners’ comfort |
Staff Is Well Flanned I
The W. T. Rigdon Co. staff
has been planned with as
much care and consideration ||
bhas characterized the ar- |}
rangements of the mortuary.
Charles W. Claggett has been
manager since 1948, Charles
Claggett comes from one of
Oregon and Salem's pioneer
familles. He entered the mor-
tuary of W. T. Rigdon in 1829
as an apprentice studying fu-
neral direction and embalm-
Ing. He completed his ap-
prentice work and attended a
recognized school of funeral
direction and embalming. He
was licensed, by the Oregon
stale board, in 1835 as a fu-
neral director and embalmer,
Harriet Rigdon  Mercer,
datighter of the founder, has
been president of the com-
pany and active in its opera-
tion since 1944. Winifred Rig-
don Herrick., also a daughter
of the founder, has lived in
the environment of her fath-
er's funeral home since 10285,
She has been aclive as secre.
tary-treasurer since 1930, A
Lee Dorner is a licensed fu-
neral director and embalmer. ||
He is a member of the staff
with & background of experi-
ence. Frederick George Hal- l

GENERAL MOTORS

DELGO-HEAT

FOR COMFORT

Sheet Metal
Contractors

AND HEALTH 1085
Call 3-8555 Broadway

Salem Heating & Sheet Metal Co.

SERVING SALEM AND
WILLAMETTE VALLEY SINCE 1910

Grabenhorst Bros., Ileallors

134 5, Lberly — Real Exiate, Dusiness Iavesimonts, Property Mamsgement, Imurance, Loans — Phene 2

HEAD[I( HTS

TUNE-UP (g -

DAVIDSON AUTO SERVI(E

530 Chemeketa Serving Salem 33 Yesn

Haydife Building Blocks Fireplace Materlals
Waler Proofing Compounds  Exculsive Modernfold Door
(omplete thlumdulnc 'Swml Door .
a-fox Folding

Pumlllle Block & Supply (c (o.

1690 Dalles Rd.

vorsen is completing his ap-
prentice work with the W. T.
Rigdon Co. mortuary. Jennie ||’
K. Welsh is hostess in the eve- |||
ning, residing in the funeral |||
home. l

The last horse druv;n hearse with its

—

THE MODERN
W. T. RCLGDON

MORTUARY

AT

beautiful white horses, puss and tab.

On December 9, 1919, Mr. Rigdon re-
placed the hearse with a motorized fun-

eral coach, the first one in Salem.

Chemeketa and

Cottage
SALEM, OREGON

To secuce privacy For the fomily
during the services, Mr, Rigden pi-
onsered the privete fomily room,
accommodating more than thirty-
tive persons, with its own entronce.
Adjoining the family room is the
Rose Chapel with its lovely murals
with @ seating cepocity of about
three hundred. The beautiful foyer B55

is especially noted by their patroms K
for its cheery firsplace lending coni- USRS
ness to the atmosphere.
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