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Historical Gu

About Eola and Popcorn

By BEN MAXWELL

measured nearly 160 feet deep

above what is now the site of |company shows a highland road

Balem.
Lewis A. McArthur, eml-
nent grapher,

extend from Eola on the south
to a point near Amity 15 miles
to the northward and that
their greatest elevation is 1170
fect. The northern extension

of the range Is known as Am- Eola hills by way of Popcorn
|

ty hills.
Tola hills derived their

the

the confluence of thal stream
with the w‘l’l.hmettc.
- -

Early in the 1850x Cincin-
nati became

innspir-
ed by Lindsay Robbins, a lo-
eal music teacher who was

that Popeorn school
fond of the Eolian harp. Oth- 36 was organized in 1867, Even

ers more grounded in classi-
cal mythology liked to believe

that the place was named for| c; o4

Eolus, a god of wind, since

wind along the river seems t0| yames

be a natural condition in this
locality.

A later, eynical generation
accepts Eolus as the namesake
for Eola but a different

reason. Joshus (Sheep) Shaw |school was built in 1912,

and his son, A. R. C. Shaw,

promoted Eola though the|school in the Smith memoir was

townsite was some little dis-|Napol
millar in the neighborhood as (ley treat the achool.

tance from their own claim.
They advertised in the Oregon

City Spectator for June 13,|small stature in a rural school |promplly seized by his insist-|house; Polley brought a flour

thelr
house. He had both popcarn

street.
Decades |,y ™o} ldren

esses Madé

But the maltler of nomen-

Popcorn school, says McArih-
ur, got its name in early days
when rebellious pupils locked
feacher in the schools

and plenty of time s0 he pro-
ceeded to The youngsters,
hopeful of sharing the popcorn,
opened the door and let the
teacher out.

Left: So-called military road from Doax's ferry to Cor-
vallis becomes impassible in winter as it wanders steeply
from Holman state park upwards to intersect with Eola
drive; segment of & pioneer Polk county road shown on &
government survey for 1851, Top right: Summit Methodist
church, erected by Rev. R. C. Blackwell, was dedicated

LW

EOLA HILLS, RICH IN GEOLOGY, RICH IN HISTORY

September 27, 1903, Fifty

was 28, now 54! Lower righ

road bullt by federal aid e
ficance,

years ago the membership
t: Sign at the intersection of

Eola drive with the old “military” road from Doaks ferry
to Corvallis. History does not reveal that this ploneer

ver had any military signi-

-~

that contalned many pupils
larger if not older than he.
First teacher at Popcorn|at the end of the first term

the pupils demanded that Pol-

til the presen

eon Franklin Nelson, fa-

" Polley was a man of | Polley refused and was

ent pupils who proceeded to/sack filled with papeorn. Thas
hustle him slong to a mearby|was his treat to pupils whom
brook. There they dunked Pol-|ae may have considered as
ley and dunked him again until| knuckle - headed extortionists.
he did promise to treat. Hence the name, FPopcorn|

On his return to the school-|school. |
Later teachers at Popcorn

school were Miss Sally Cavitt,
Viela Ruble, Mrs, Thomas
Gardner, Ellen Sykes, Thomas
Starbuck, Miss Sears and Dan
Finley.

Summit church near Pop-
corn school has an authentic

1849, that the site commanded

Iarge springs, had timber and
rock of excellent quality and
was sustained ® back coun-
try as rich and flourishing as
any in the Willamette valley.
Oldtimers read that, heard
more and laughed in their
whiskers. They knew, as
later generation came
know, water in the locality
where you find it, that today
there may be more timber
than there was then and that
the tough, {gneous rocks are

v Em

early promoters were preity
windy about the natural ad-
vantages of the locality. And
Eolus, you know, was the pa-
vy, G am: (a4

¥ and 1t
became incorporated in 1853
though the legislature was told
it consisted of but two houses
and a barn — a perfidy) did
not flourish long. Capltal
Journal for January 7, 1883,
said the road at Eola was so
bad that chickens became
mired in the mud. At the turn
of the century the hamlet con-
nisted of a store and a brandy
distillery patronized by some
and deplon.d b.:r others.

Ascending steeply from Hol-
man state park is a gravel
road that leads past Leo
Spitzbart's farm, “April Hill”
and deteriorates markedly in
passability as it continues
sharply upwards to form »
junction with what was form-
erly known as Gehlar road,
now Eola Drive That road
s described In old documents
as the military road leading
from Doak's ferry to Corvallis,

Milltary road as it appliea
to the Doak’s ferry route is a
misnomer in all respects save
one. In early days congress
granted the states and terri-
tories funds for construetion of
roads ostensibly for military
usage — fighting Indians, for
instance. That a corporal's
guard ever trudged over this
steep, and In winler almost
impassable, roule sppears un-
Ukely.

That this road may have
been a vague link in the road
suthorized by the legisiature
of 1848 to extend from Porl-
land tfo Marysville may be
true. Doak's ferry, establish.
eod by Andrew J. Doak, was at
the Valfontls crossing that be-
eame Lincoln when the post-
office changed its name In
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Reports Prove ercury's

Sun shoppers know the actual cost of a
new car isn’t found on the price tag. When
you buy a car you're making an investment.
When you sell or trade in that car, one,
two, or more years later—you get back
part of your original purchase price. With
some cars, this resale value is disappoint
ingly small. But with Mercury—according
to four independent, impartial surveys—
you get the highest resale value in the en.
tire Mercury price class.

The reason? Mercury’s consistent years-
ahead styling, for one thing, Clean, long,

Mercury

story on
optional

THINK OF FUTURE TRADE-IN
WHEN YOU TRY OUTA CAR!

Tops Them All in Its Price Class!

low lines that set tho style and stay in
style. Colorful interiors that keep their
smartness for years, And Mercury's proven
V-8 performance is another reason. A V-8
engine is the only type ever used in

former we've ever built.
So—before you buy any car—get the

Trade-In Value

-Resale valye

= Actual
Car Cost

—and this latest is the best per.

Mercury. Find out about Mercury's
power [eatures—the widest choice

in the field—check on Mercury's proven
economy. Above all, try & Mercury ride! We
feel sure you'll agree no other car will do!

¥
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FOR THE BEST IN USED CARS SEE YOUR

MERCURY DEALER'S SAFE BUY USED CARS
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430 No. Commercial St.

COMPARE MERCURY AGAINST

for years-ahead styling, luxurious interiors, proten V-8 performance, and
optional 4-way Power Seat, Power Brakes, Power Steering,

MOVE AHEAD WITH mEn [“ HY-GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY

WARNER MOTOR (CO.
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Salem, Oregon

history duting back more than | E '
“Ral.t;'weeny, an Irish Meth- O{’er ves 0

odist preacher, conducted re- 3
vival meetings st Popeorn| h'Id
school in 1800 He siso pro- ve

ization o!'
;:“1::;;; :tf;rc;rnmu Tacoma WE—A man and
A diary kept by Mrs Guyl\l‘lfl.‘ offered an eye apiece for

McDowell reveals that Sum-| sale foday in & hopeless el
mit Methodist church was/fort to preclude what is con-
built by Rev, R. C Blackwell, | sidered Inevitable —death to
an itinerant minister who their four-year-old son Randy.
lived in South Sslem, in 1903.| Mr. and Mrs. Dean Booth
He did much of the carpenter | said they want to know if
work, the community contri-|there s such a thing as an
buted labor and funds, The|“"eye bank someplace where
church was dedicated Septem-|they can sell their eyes.
ber 27, 1903 and Rov, John, “We need money to buy
Coleman, D.D. president of more medicine for Randy,
Willamette university was Booth sald.
speaker for that occasion. Rev.| Randy has acute lymphatic
D. H. Leach was first pastor leukemla, There is no cure.
though Rev. Sweeney preach-|Death, although Randy has
there and at Oak Grove on oc- | outlived doctors’ predictions,
casion., | is believed sure to come.
%ub icnd- ! Randy's courage was typl-
Mrs. McDowell recalls that fled when he told a nurse:
membership on the occasion of  “1f God can’t make me well,
dedication was 28, I'm going to heaven where he
Rev. F. H. Pemberion, 2055 can take care of me."
Virginia street, Salem, is now Randy’s hopeless plight
entering the third wvear of his|isa't the only tragedy to strike
pastorate at Summit church.|the Booth household. Trag-
Lately the edifice has been re-|edy s all too familiar to them,
finished on the Inside and a! A daughter two and a half
pipe organ installed. Soon the|years old drowned before
exterior will be repainted and|Radny was born and a 10-
the church steeple reconsiruct-| year-old daughter is recover-
Present membership In!ing from a severe case of scar-

precia a visitation 1o the| cyery way he can think of to
map for 1851. Those who set-| e S o
ftive gastropods discovered in officin]l state flower. Oddly
tural pursuits to accomplish Vermont but was “naturaliz-
“A  back country (or:“
L/
o - Man, You're
new,
ahlets, For
many =
that lived to be 15 years old g g T oS-
ot Pmnm;-lﬂ size costsy
fab Fred Mever's and Parloss,
0 l D S L}
s . I
oMl the remarkable features of the 1953
that you may never see ngain. For 7
offer you can't offord to tum down.

the church is 54. 1t tever.

fossil bed in the Eola hills in-| paise more maney, but he sald

tled there 100 years ago knew | v vermont legislature in

these fossil beds. Rather, they

the promise made in the Spec- ¢d" from Europe.

Eola as rich and flourishing as

PARTING GIFT Forget your nolfl:_uraﬂmmﬂ? .

H. H. Tennyson reporis a hen | fesling due solely 1o boly's lac

and laid an egg the day she Wi nr:'z;
Mercury. Now comes your big oppor-
days only we'll give you an extre
Don't miss this rare cpportunity fo drive

Dr. gondon would have ap-| Booth said he has tried
dicated on the government|jt Jooks like the end, unless . ..
little about the geology of prita-| yaoe™ 0 i B ver the
busied themselves.in agricul- cnough, this is not a native of
tator: ” T

Go "
any in the Willamette valley."” 0|dat4o’ 50’ ?

Newport, NH. n— Mrs.| 55 et i e

AL A A
died. At all drog steres everywhers—in Salem,
\

You paid enough. But you didn't get

ity to do so—at a irade-in discount

speciol offer on your present car—on
a 1953 Mercury at substantial savings|

WARNER MOTOR (O

430 N Commercial Salem




