Thursday. July 30, 1958

THE CAPITAL JOURNAL, Salem, Oregon

L]

By BEN MAXWELL

Marion county has a contin-
uity of mining history 90 years
old.

On August 28, 1865, Gold

lately Inspired the Venus Im-
broglio).

Finally said Col. Redington,
“there was gold there then and

Creek mining district was or-

there is gold there now. But

Ledges of composite ores rich

Gold deposits in the Little North Fork of the Santiam
attracted miners 90 yeprs ago. Today the mineral wealth
in this locality is being developed by a number of com-
panies and individuals engaged in exploring ledges, driving
tunnels and mapping the mineral resources

Mineral Wealth in Marion County

f the region.

in lead, zine and copper have

ganized and defined its boun-

been discovered. Top, left: James P. Hewitt (center),

daries as those drained by Gold
creck, a tributary of the Lit-
Jt!cv North Fork of the Santiam
,on the northeastern frontier of
-the ecounty.

Oldtimers who ventured to
Cilifornia with the 49'ers
couldn't get the gold bug out of
their systems, Even as early ng

JFrebruary, 1849, news of the
«iscovery of gold in the San-
tiam country was reported in
the Oregon City Spectator,
But no one then was interest-
ed in panning for $4 a day
when news of the great bon-
anza on the north fork of Am-
erican river was Inspiring a
gold rush to El Dorado.

But they came back to it
in 1853 when Asahel Bush in
the Oregon Statesman reported
that not less than 500 miners
were panning and prospecting
on Quartzville ereek in the
South Santiam country, Some
were hopeful that the wealth
of the California fields would
be duplicated here. Others

it is so muchly mixed with an-
timony, ftestimony apd acri-
mony that it refuses to separ.
ate.”

L] L] L]

Capital Journal Waekly for
June 30, 1904, relates that
packing from the Tal Popé
and the P, L, Darling ranch in
the Elkhorn country to the
Freeland Consolidated mine
cost from $1 to $2.50 a 100
pounds, At the Lewis and
Clark mine 3000 feet above
sea level the reporter saw 60
bushels of polatoes that were
packed into the mine on horse
back at a cost of $2 a bushel.

In that year Jim Church,
Hank Monk of the North San-
tiam and Quarizville country,
took Marjon County Judge
[John H. Scott and Commis-
sloners Isaae Needham and
iwnllam Miley into the mines
| from the railhead at Gales.
|  Jim Church was no miner
| but he was rated as the best all
around mountain teamster in
Qregon. An adventure in a

years ago. A new mill is now

mining superintendent for five companies shows a quariz
rich in zine to Fred Zimmerman
Hahn (right). Lower, left: Ore car used in developing a
tunnel running beneath the private road leading to a
mine, Top, right: Headquarters of the five companies where
11 employes are now housed.
missary, warchouse and machine shop. Right, center: ruins
of old stamp mill collapsed by a 12 foot snow of several

(left), and George

Other structures are a com-

in the making: Right, bottom:

George Hahn, ranger at the Pear] Creek station, locks the
gate on a private road leading to the mines. Acute fire
hazards In the remote region and a mining Investment of
$750,000 make this precaution necessary.

“1t will only be a short time
until one can have his baggage
checked through to Gold Creek
and can find a modern hotel
there where he can gel a bath
without resorting to the primi-
tive plan of going to the
creek.”” (That vision of 44
vears ago hax not yet been
| fulfilled).

However, a year laler a Sa-
lem newspaper reported that
the roand from Gates to Gold
Creek, Ogle mountain and the
Lester scction, recently built

smoking” in national foresis.

George Hahn s In charge of
the Pearl creek ranger station.
George is a veteran of the Kor-
ean affair, 23, and married to
an attractive wife, He is
sophompre at Oregon Slate
college and a major in educa-
tion. His lookout station is 3%
miles away and 3000 fect above

all.

“How far can we go toward
the mines” the Capital Jour-
nal asked George.

“About four miles to the

a|Quarters, But that heavy snow

his ranger station. He likes it|

were willing to settle for An-|ooat frost had cost him both

at a cost of $25,000, had been

charge of mining development
here in 1929. Then there was
no acceplable road into the

automolive traffic was one of
Hewitt's first accomplish-
ments,

Today there are about 23 in-
dividuals working private
claims in this region. At pres-

Jim Hewitt has 11 men em-
ployed though at times the
number has been as high as 80.
During the 1947-49 interval his
sponsors paid out $87,000 in
wages alone. In 1052 the pay-
roll was $42,000. His groups
are closed corporitions and no
stock is available for sale,

Until a 12-foot snow hit the
region a few winters ago the
associated companies operated

region. A practical road for

'Hears Brand

“Freedom s Indivisible In
the world. The time was when
we could pursue our own life
within our own walls, That
time is past.”

These words were {rom
Justice James T. Brand of the
Oregon Supreme Court ag he
addressed the Salem Ex-
change club at its Wednesday
luncheon meeting at the Sen-
ator holel, He told of his ex-
periences and Iimpressions of
the Nuremberg War Crimes
trials in Germany where he
was 8 presiding judge for a
number of trials in 1947,

“The moral apparent in the
Nuremberg trials,” said Jus-
tice Brand, “is that in these
times, unless we sirive to en-
force international will m
producing fair trials and 1lib-
erty for the peoples of the
world, we cannot Yong expect
to have such freedom in this
eouniry."

“Under International law
and understandings of previ-
ous tlimes., each natlon under
its.own savereignty could not
be compzlled by another na-
tion to do anything. That sit-
uation no Jonger holds true
under world circumstances to-
day," he pointed out. “For In-
stance, Ruisia compelled us to
sacrifice Dbillions of dollars
anc thousands of men in Ko-
rea and elsewhere,”

“More than sovereignty, I
love [reedom,"” the justice ex-
claimed.

Justice Brand told the
| group that the Nuremberg tri-
als are significant because of
[thelr place in international
ilaw. Many attorneys held that
the trials were illegal because
they were based on ex post
facto law. The fact is, Brand
isald, that they were on the
/same basiy as our trials under
common law in early Ameri-
can and English history,

He explained that there
were three types of war
crimes tried: Those against
men accused of starting an ag-
gressive  war,
men accused of war crimes
against men In violation of the
Hague and Geneva conven-
tions agreements, and those of
men accused of erimes against
humanity such as the persecu-
tion of the Jews, for whom all

many and other couniries dur-
ing the war,

“The people's freedom’ and
liberly are lost when the judl- | uverse var lots Ean,
ent the group represented by clal system becomes' a mock- |3\Us 3~

ery as it did In Germany,” he
o Tine aRd noll-beed, Sas-43e: Milametis

stated. “So long ms you hav
dictatorial powers invested |
the hands of one man, yo
cannot have freedom of th
Individual.*

The judge took leave of hi
duties here in 1047 at the re

|quest of the U, S, government

to go to Nuremberg ag presid

ing judge of trinls of 15 Ger-
man judges and attorneys,

those against ||

rights ceased 1o exist in Ger-|}
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Minerals in Litlle North
| Fork deposits are found in
lcomplex quartz aqres contain-
ling a small amount of gold
!nr\d silver and major propor-
|tions of copper, lead and zine.
Development here Is & grad-
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| medium Barcelonsa, 3334 lb; abell-

12 years In Sherman county,
Oregon, and came to the Jef-
ferson community in 1928, He
married 1da L. Byrd in Vig-
ginia in 1802, She, with five
children, survives, The chil-
dren are Clinton, Newberg;
Estell J,, Grass Valley; Gene,
Portland; Mrs. Golda Benner,
Salem; Mrs, Minnle Thurston,
Sclo; two brothers, Jess and
Creed Hartley, live in Virgin-
la and another brother, John,
and two sisters, Mrs. Mary
White and Mrs. Rose Byrd, in
California.
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us Rndveconded. He insisted that the mineral
First in the field was Au-| g .10 of this region could not
rora company headed by J, P. be efficlently tapped until an
Huntington of Salem who act-|og.0,51e  transportation into
ed as superintendent of Indian | "inae wis established and
affairs in Oregon when he was a stamp mill established there.
not mining. Robert H. Down, 1y o0 shat was accomplished
historian of the Silverton| oo govalopment and recon-
country, nelates that 20 weli.nmi” was practical, Even so
defined quartz lodes were dis-| o0, 4oiders were encouraged
covered in this region. How- by assays that showed speci-
ever, those seeking gold and| o " obiained a gold content
silver were poorly rowardrd.-nn‘m‘ trom $5 to $150 a ton
But prospecis presented on m'lnnd even higher,
per were seductivé and allur- | Capital Journal for May 8,

ing.

I},mlc thereafter Col. J, W. 1809 reported that a boom was
Redington, well acquainted |underway along  the Li_“'"
with Santiam mines of rarlu-r_hurlhl Fork of tr"lls:nl“r:-
times, pointed out that John|The woods were full of pr

G. Wright, mayor of Salem in

| pectors and the crack of bla.-l,-ul

the Gold Creck stage scultled |
from the scene of ricocheling |for it. He eannotl afford Lo risk | exploring as economically and ! meouniic Miee)
bullets and smoking revolvers | n forest conflagration started|cfficiently as we know how,
President Sullivan fell dend |
and Smoke House Bill, in n|smoke
condi- |
tion, surrendered fo authori- |
| that

precariously wounded

ties.

property and he is responsible

visitors who
against rules or by
those who depart leaving camp
fires unquenched in an area
peculiarly hazardous

by

Sinee that lethal event 44!!0:‘ fire.

{years ago Santiam mines have |
made few headlines, In recent

yvears inquiries about opera-|
tions at Silver King mine,
Black Eagle, Ogle Mountain,
Lotts Larson, Crown and
others shown on old mapa

vielded no information from

persons who might be sup-|
posed 1o know. Recently a
Capita! Journal parily set out

to see for themselves, |
L] . -

A shorl distance bevond the
gate lies headquarters for Hve
groups of mining interests hav-
Ing Jim Hewitt for superinten- |
dent: Santiam Zine Company,
Santiam Copper Company,
Amco Mining and Milling
Company, Gold Creek Mining
and Milling Company, and Co-
lumbia Mining Company. Site
of this area with electric lights,
homes for employes, the super-
Intendent's office, commissary,

the 18708 and J. H. Haas, the
jeweler, poured money into
Santiam mines that had al-

ready cost Jake and lke
Moores a mint of money. (1
R. Moores was f{ather of Cal
Moores whose henefaction

{gant., Not less than 25 men
were at work on & road into
the region and a slage was
running to within two and &
half miles of the smelter at
| the mouth of Gold creek. Said
'this optimistic asccount:

in tunnels was almost inces-|

The road from Salem to Elk- | warehouses and shnps is at the
harn is easy enough and scen- confluence of Batlle Axe creek
ic ton, In places. Here one en. | With the Little North Fork of
ters the national forest and | the Santiam. The distance from
the good road continues right|Salem ls 52 miles,
up to Pearl creek ranper sta-|  Jim Hewitt is an oldtimer in
tion. Already the traveller has | this mining region. He first|
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