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BURNED FINGERS |

By KATHLEEN NORRIS

Cha
mutmmm.’::cho:tul
enough on a AY
Each amall worg & cl

orsted with a slim glass vase and

mm&:“’elﬂhm at one of the

Hitle tables, the farthest one from
the door under the slant of the

statrway, and waitted. She waited
a2 & woman walls when a child
is In the surgery or when a stron
drug s fighting In the hands o
doctors and nurses to have an
indispensable life

Her tragic ;mmg eyes moved
from the clock (0 the doorway
the doorway to the clock But they

3

, the lunching mur-
muring women, the smart cashier
at her raised desk, the oreity girl
having auch & good lime with the
80 obviously Infaluated vouing man

Ev time there was a bustle of
%‘?‘m in the cram
little , s same man checked

his hat or some woman Der par-
cels, Jennifer's heart sprang up:
that might be 8id |

Pinally it was Sld—.hly twenty
minutes late. But “hen she had
been twelve minutes early, and
the added minutes drasgine by
had made it » long walt. And even
now it was not mutch “etier. For
8ld looked just nix usuul compact

ell-gr d, sell- ed sell
No look of conocern nothing new
and serious In his aspect. Just Bld
the man she had adorned from the
first moment het eves had fallen
upon him; not rich. bul with much
more money than Jennifer had
ever before acen xo casually spent:
not handsome exactly. hut with
the sort of masured, arlstocratie
confident look that ali women
loved, 8id, whose vears were twen-
ty-aix to her clghteen, who seemed
grown up and sophistleated and
wise beyond her wildest girl-dream
of a lover.

He alid out of nis shabby, hand-
some cont, Sidney Borrows, IV
could afford to wear a shabby coat
when It was of that material and
that make, His smile wns just the
impersanal smile she oxnected ns
he took his chalr ang ploked up
the bill of fare

“Hello,” he sald, “What cooke?"

“Literally, what cooks?" she ech-
ped with a shaken laugh. "Ap-
parenily everything we like today
Crab Louls and sand dabs—every-
thing.*

“Only I'm not hungry.” he sald
Jennifer’s heart for some reason
she could not oulte analyze sank
in a moment of chill misgiving
Somehow a meanl was much more
intimate, much more real, when
both she and Sld were ravenous
*1 wns down at my aunt Clar'
st night” Bid exnlained, “and T
didnt wet up untll aftéer nine
Miex televhoned the office that T
had a touch of flu but would be
in Inter ™

"Oh, how 15 Migs—is pretty as
ever?” Jennifer did not belong to
Mig's world, and she knew it
When 8id entersd that world of
rich people—peonle who had beau-
tiful homes down the peninsula,
people who played moll and ten-
nis and gave big dances for their
suum daughters—he had to leave

ennifer behind. Exactly how
cruellv, how completely behind,
Jennifer napprecisted far more
than he did. But she must alwavs

i |ed for days,

in everythi elsc too. The
tables,

;umma an admiring interest in
i,
“You ever seen her?™ he asked,

mgnh:;“ﬁn ploture in the pa

" re o W~

*You don't remembrr lllp?he

glrh who wrel thelr plctures in
& papers?™

“I do when theyTe your ocou-
sins™ Jennifer ocountered.

She wis really hungry, but when
8id sald that all he wanted was
a salnd and colfee Jennifer naked
for the same things. Her heart
began to beat fast as the waltress

ut water glasses and butter on

e table; she had not much
time. And If he would not open
& serlous conversation she must,

“I wax sorry to telephone your
office, 8id, 1 know you hate that™

“No, 1 don't hate it at all™
he sald aminbly. This was all bad;
there wis a wall beiween them
Jennifer tried to reeall some of
the phrases that had been run-
ning through her mind: her
thoughts for days had been on
this hour.

“8id, I'm so troubled—I'm mo
ashamed—you must know how I've
been feeling these lnat three weeka

I'm not like that, I'm not that sort
of girl. Tt's like a nightmare to
me. 1f we really love each other
—nnd you did say in that first
note that you never would love
anvone else—™

She discarded them all Her
mind and soul began to spin In
A sort of panic: time was Dassing,
nothing was gelting sadd

"Sid, the remson I rang you
up,” she began bravely. Sid looked
up from his salad

“Yea?' he sald expectantly, So
cool. 80 untroubled himaelf!

“Its this, 8id, Jenmifer smiled
A somewhat uncerta'n smile

on the phrase, 8id glving ,hand
an extra squeeze for farewell. Jen-
g:fder walked on In a daze; she

of this Interview but just becaise
she was sctually to see Sid, ac-
:g:llv to talk to him, the fears,

absurd. PFive minutes together
would make everything right,

thing wua over. And nothing for

“What makes you think I've stop-

udah:—?utm’“t en't telephon

“Bu ay -

{32 haven'l been out,

to a movie or just to have tes,

for—it's two weeks ago yester-
day,” Jennifer {altered.

“Well, so what?" he sald. "Don't
warry. 11l be sround ane of these
days . . . How abont dessert? Let's
have the card again. 1l have a
grapefruit and youll have that
dlsgusting mixture of ginerbread
and cream cheeie T saw your eyes
lirent. ono it from the first min-
ute”

“Then—and this is the last thing
I mean tot say, "id—we are en-
graed?”

He looked up at her, looked at
the tip of his cigarette. g

“No, 1T wouldnt say we were”
he sald deliberalely, And she knew
with a sudden sickness of soul that
this conversation was costing him
something too, that there were
things he felt ne must say to
match the things that she must
“I wouldn't say that” he contin.
ved In the dead silence. “I' ?
imu."'he went on with a little #1.
ort, “let's leave It like this: we?l
not see each other for a while;
well think things over, And then
if we naturally come together
Aain and like each other—why
great.”

“Is there anyihing to think
over?™
" Lord, yes. Money and
tent and — everything lke that”

“But you told me .  you sald, *

“Yep, L know I did. Aoad 1
thought you were swell about ev.
ervthing, and I still think so,
Let's not look su serious about all
this. Let's consider It seltled for
the moment snyway. We see each
other when we can and we like
ench other a lot, k't no more tele-
phoning, because It just eets me
in Duteh with my uncle. Mow!
Tell me something about vour Mt
tie sister, What's she been sayine
Intely?™
Jennifer tried {or n cheerful re-
sponse, hating hemself — hating
him, that he could force her Into

this false equammity, proceeding
meanwhile to hurry through his
dessert, mak brie'ly for the check
Only a few weeks agu they had
loitered over this same table un-
tl half past ane hall past two
o'clock, when Jennifer hud hurried
back to the office glowing and
thrifling, indifferent to the office
manager’s sharp reproof indiffer-
ent to everything except the swun-
ming. ahining zln? of her love
That Ume wns dead.

8id walked witn her o the cor-
ner; explalned ne had to go to
the city hall on an errand for his
uncle,

“8id, 1t'%s this™ She caught at
his hand s he extended it in
good-bye. “Mightn't it be that
sameday you'd—you'd be glad if
we siny together? You might
be sorry ?‘!:hnl you—you ended It

thiz way
“Ended what? He would not
understand her, “Listen,” he sald,
“you don't have to take things so
seriously, Quit it, You know I'm
terribly fond of you. There's no
entage In making me feel

adly or feeling badly yourself.
I'll telephone you soon and we'll
ook up something. Dun't let things
cook up somelhing, Don't let
things get you down. You make
me feel llke m heel. And now lis-
ten—aren't you Iate? I've got four
minutes to one."
“I ecan make It*

hoped and feared many things

had told hersell, had been

Now the talk was over—every-
Jennifer would eve. be quite right

L ] L] -

It waa January 1936, Jennifer
had a job with a big sccounting
firm, But 1§ was dull,

She had founu public school
work sometimes boring, Even in-
terapersed with museum visits and
movies, gym and folk dancing and
handaleraft, there had been long,
empty hours in school, But school
only lasted from nine o'cloek until
three; there weis Salurdays and
Sundays, Christmas and BEaster
vacations, and the long midsum-
mer freedom, OIce work was dif.
ferent. From half past eight until
half past five it was hard to do
monotonous things In which one
had not the slightest lota of in-
lerest.

She worked In a long, bare lon
furnished with 71 desks. chalra,
wistebaskets, and files., These ar-
ticles and everything eise In the
room were of the ehedpest possible
dessription
| Jennifer had been an employer
jof Tyrell, Jenks, and Simona for
more than a yeur. She had come
In fust before her asventeenth

“Thines can't—I mean | hate to
have them ro an this way." ahe
snid. weakenine

“What way?™ he asked

“T keen thinkine ® Jennifer per-
sated, feeline m liltle frightened
srser stirring in her, and #lnd of

the courare it afforded. “1 keep|tended to do: kindly Molne Evans
thinking that—that if what we|from the desk toat tonched Jen-

aid was wring—and e know It
was—at least evervone would say
it waa! T was thinkine that- that
loving each other will make 1t
tight . . . T mean—1 mean
She foundered to a stop
"It's nothing to get all worked
up about™ Sid said In a low tone

looking at her watchfullv with | wes still Greek

A sympathetle and amused air

8he could not talk agatnst this | months in the oflice her superiors

sort of thine, with ne heip. But

she must talk to him now Her |0 appreciable nfluence on the

heart shrank away from the
thought that If she fatled now

she might nol have anobher

chanee, but she ¥new In her mind
that # was true

"1 mean, you talked aboul our |nundred of her.

olting married, 8id. That night

n Phil Nevills's apartment—that Jennifer h }
| had settled down W
first_ time, when 1 went up and | chranis boredom While ‘I::unrk-

we had supper. Remember. von
sald we were engazed?™

“1 remember perfectly, But—get
married? What on?" the man axk-
ed reasonably. *t havent even a
Job, T've got a deak In my unele's
offior, where 1 foo] around draw-
ing alrplanes all day. but I've got
no salury. Uncle Dick keeps talk-
Ing about sometisine turning up.
But the only thing that wili really
e up fs my to-s when they need
that desk and fire me,” Sid sall
Ughtly

“T know, But it wouldn't be juast
that, fust to have someone sup-
porting me, that I'd dke—that
we might gel married. 1 couldnt
leave home mow theres Beity
and the girls. But we love ench
other, 8id. And vou sald Ve
said | =

“We do love each other, and
1 hope we always will' be sald

* |ahe had felt & passionate gratitude

birthday, trembling almost to siek
|ness in the excitement of taking
| her it fob, unable ta believe 'hat
Ianv work she could do could pow- |
ribly be worth the salary of elgh
tern) dollars and fifty cents a week
Misa Griens had vivan her a brief |
exnlant*ian of what able wu In

nifer's desk, had supplemented the
information

All this had heen Greek to Jen-
nifer reapectfully listening. but

toward Mollle for Mollle s Instrue-
|tons really did help her to get
|started Much of 1t after 13 months

| Belore she hed been many

| kmew at leaat that ahe was having
in'.hnr girls. There were pretiler
| wemen In the office, and auleker
joner, but little Miss Richje was A
nlee gitl Promat and ouler and
connscientious; the detested Misa
Qriges salil ahe wished she had a

|  After the first tow fluttered dave

ed or listened to Junchiime sossip
or went sbour carrvine meaning.
45 taners ta mon of women who|
would scrawl additional meaning-
less hietoclvohies on them Jenni-
fer dreamed. And eanecinlle she
dreamed gn A errtain tyoe of win
fer or eaflv sprine day when raip
| wan stendily falline and w.nd
| drummed withou' Uke an orches-
tra, for the offiee wat on the ton
of the ble bulidine and the roof
wis reinfereed with tin

T Mollie Evans' dek. as to
some of the others, a penetl sharp-
erier wis firmlv serewed, Jennifer
went aver there every moraing
and exchaneed a fow words with
Mollie before setiling down to the
lone erind of the forenoon At
twelve 8 shrill whistle broneht
eversy airl to her feet, sttired hun-
wor paces In Tennifers stomach
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ONE THE wavy [
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ME HOME, VAN,

wOuLD vCu 5TCP
OsF AT WE.55A57
T WANT TO SgE =g/

I HAVE A BS NGHT
PLANNED BOR LS, JUNE!

NOT TONE=T JUMNE
CONCENTRAYE ON US ]
BUSNESS AND PATIENTS!

THEY SE SMALL,

Vis v THROW
A STICK ,
WILL THEY

- T
FCH-I .,

Grand Island — Mrs. Asa slovak government has protest-

Nichols of MeMinnville is as- e against the dispatch of bal-
sisting in the home of Mr. and |loons over Czech territory
Mrs, Raleigh Worthington, carrying propaganda leaflets.

Mr, and Mrs, Floyd E. Fow-|The American Crusaders for

ler of Portland were Friday |Freedom with headquarters in
evening guests of Mr. and Mr,__Munlch is sponsoring a “Winds

Dale L. Fawler and Marcena|
and later called at the home|sages by balloon into Czechosloe

of Freedom™ project ealling for
the sending of 12 milllon mes.

of his mother in Unionvale. vakia,
ROOM & BOARD By Ahern
/A NEW BOARDER CHECKED AMONG OTHER THINGS HE SMD‘

{ INTODAY ANDT SPENT THE HE HAD AN ANCESTOR WHO CAME
LAST HOUR AS A BACKSTOR OVER ON THE MAYFLOWER. ..
FOR HIS CONVERSATION! IF HE WAS ANYTHING LIKE
[ COULDNT CUT IN WITH A THIS GUY, THAT LIL OL BOAT /

WAS NEVER OUT OF WIND/

WORD TO HWIM EXCEPT
QY TELEGRAM/ 3
o ﬁ (
3

SOUND'S LIKE HELL
MAKE GOOD
COMPETITION
FORTHE %]

AND
HIS NAME |5
AL BLOHART
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