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CHAPTEt 1
"Your family name wasn't al-

ways Mandell, wu ltt Curtis
asked.

"No. The eld man (hanged It."
"When?"
"When he first cam to this

country. Long before I was born."
"What was the family name In

Poland?"
Mandell grinned. "Yon oouldnt

even pronounce It. It was Mancz-toclu-

But the old man simpli-
fied It Bee? like we say Poland
Instead of Rxecxpoapollta Polska."

"I see."
"But It used to be MancstochtkL

I know. I've seen It on letters from
Pa's brother."

, "A brother named Vladimir?"
Thaf right."
Curtis consulted a mental file.

"Born In Gdansk In 1867 and mar-
ried to Sofle Bjela. a Ctech, In
1923." He blew smoke at the cell-

ing. "One-tim- e professor of ad
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between hli fInsert. That'i rlcht.'
"On your lepuatlon from the

en Ice, you reoumed your line ca-
reer and did well. You fought ail
the men of your weight and com-

piled an Imprest' ve Iltt of knock-out.- "

"Not all the men of my weight,"
Mandeu corrected nun.

"No," Cur tit agreed. "You were
anituni for a to at the title when
you had yourtelf committed to a
mental Institution. , Mind telling
me wny. Barney?"

"I'd rather not Manden aald.
Hit fee line of uneulneat returned.
He wiped hit handi on hit trou--
era. "Look. How come you tuyi

know to much about me? How
come you ball me out? What'i thlt
au aoout?- -

Curtla puahed back hit chair
and atood up. He walked to the
dawn-dulle- d window. An ei train
wu passing. He watched It Into
the next tutlon before he spoke.
"About a lot of money, Barney."

"That'i for me Mandell tald.
Turning, Curtis tad on the till

and looked at MAnaeu tnougnt- -
rully. "And about something even
more Important than money."
"There's nothing more Important
than money. I know. I was uorn
back of tht yards. My old man
didn't make much. After he died,
It got worse. I went hungry when
I waa kid. I saw my mother go
hungry. I saw her go without a
warm coat all one winter. Go
without a lot of thlnu. That's why
I got Into the fight game. 80 I
got mv brains neat in. so wnair
It's the only quick-mon- busi-
ness open to guy who's none too
nrignt to begin witn. uuc is ongnt
enough to want to stay on the
right aide of the law. Naw. Dont
give me that. There's nothing!
more important than money.- -

Curtis IrJd the cigarette on the
sill and atood up. "i nope

He spoke the two words and II
stopped. Mandell heard the door
behind nim ooen. He had a oiur- -
red Impression of Mr. Curtis' right
hand disappearing under his coat
lapei. men me ceiung arm went
out and Curtis was shouting:

"Down! Hit the floor, Barneyl"
(Te Be. Continued)
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vanced physics at the university
of Poland. Later taught at the
Sorbonne. finlgrated to Sao Paulo,
Brazil, In 1843, where ne opened
his own consulting laboratory. De-

ceased as of September 14, 1M7,

a widower without Issue.
Mandell was apologetic. 1

didn't even know he was dead. We
kind of lost track of him during
the war." He leaned forward In his
ehalr. "But hoi come you know
so much about my uncle Vladi-

mir? Whit's he got to do with
a; ninglng me?"
"Well come to that."

Then was something vaguely
familiar about the other man's
voice. Then Mandell realised
what It was. A weight. He'd felt
the same weight before. Many
times. Mostly, he'd felt It at night,
lying sleepless long after Lights
Out had sounded, or crouched
alongside a half-trac- k, listening
to the heavy sturr in the distance,
knowing that whatever happened
to Barney Mandell was up to the
eagle percned on his cnest.

"You're s fed." he accused.
Curtis smiled. "That's right."
"P.BJ.?"
"No. Treasury Department."
"What's the government want

of me? I pay my tax."
Curtis nodded. "A lot of tax.

Barney. But this fcnt exactly
tax matter."

"Then what la It?"

the butt of the one he was
smoking. "Right now, let's say -
for some time."

"T haven't been hiding."
No," Curtis agreed. ' "We've

known where you were all the
time. But owing to tome rather
clever razxle-daztl- e, we didn't
know who vou were." Curtis
shrugged. "There are, after alL
some three million people of Pol-

ish extraction in this country, and
it seems that your father didn't
bother to legalize his change of
name

"No. T dont think he did." Man-.de- ll

said.
It was hot In the small office.

He wished Curtis would make his
point and let him go to Oale. None
of this seemed to have anything to
do with the dead blonde.

Curtis opened the drawer of his
desk and took out a Polish-langua-

paper printed In Chlrage.
Ever read this. Barney?"
Mandell shook his head. "No.

I cant. I can talk It little, but
that's all."

"I see Curtis said. He put the
paper back In the drawer. "How
do you feel about this country,
Barney?"

Mandell smelled the wilted car-
nation on his lapel. It was still
faintly fragrant. "How do you
mean, how I feel about this
country? It's my country, I 11'

It."
Curtis 'nodded. "Yea. I think

that can be assumed. Up until this
late unpleasantness concerning
Cherry Marvin, you've been a good
cltltcn. You have an excellent war
rcord. You never made better
thim pfc, but you earned an In
fantrv-man- 'a combat badge, a
bronte and silver star, three bat'
tie stars, and a Purple Heart. That
right?"

Mandell took a clgarett from the
package on the desk, but Instead
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Hubbard
Hubbard Graduation exer-

cises at North Marion Union
high school for' 35 expected
graduates will feature Dr. Wal
ter Giersbach of Forest Grove
as speaker.

The evening will Include the
orocessional and recessional
played by the North Marion
band with a special number in
between, the Invocation and
benediction by Rev. . Robert
Hampel of Aurora, the saluta-
tory by Joan Solberg and the
valedictory by Eleanor Aho.
M. H. Beal, principal, will in-

troduce Dr. Giersbach and pre-
sent honor awards. C. A. Blake
will present the diplomas.

Memorial services were held
Tuesday evening at the Pythian

mmmw mxvyj mrmt h rimnwi

the drill given at the conven-

tion in Portland.
Mrs. Harold Colgan presided

over the business session. She
announced a special program
honoring all past chiefs of the
temple, June 2, with Mrs. Zane
Yoder as chairman of the com.

mittee. The temple gave $10 to
the cemetery association. Host- -
esses for the social hour were
Mrs. A. J Smith, Mrs. Ella
Stauffer and Mrs. Lester WiU.

Mr. and Mrs. George Paice
of O'Brien, Ore., were week
end guests of Mr. and Mrs. N.
A. Mann. Mrs. Paice and Mr.
Mann are brother and sister.

TOLLS REDUCED
Olympia, Wash. W The

State Toll Bridge Authority
Tuesday approved a
rerl.lMlnn In rar anrl RDitsnrrr
fares ovcr the Longview toll
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were the officers of Una Tem- - ColumMa River between Wash-pi-

Aurora. The staff, directed lngton d Oregon wiU be 60
by Mrs. Sadie Rich, presented cents.
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