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Hush flood then for mn. baud. Not with his reputation. Theman was supposed to be unbeat-
able with a gun, and wary as a
wolf. How could they have out--

ment, idly kicking dust Into Rim-
baud' face, then ordered, "Go
back nd keep watch for Malben
while tua coou us some suooer '

uuuieuvurva nam so soon?
Easlne his hnraa hx-l- r Inf.. Mm.

Set. V First for FlMtt!
ber Bonn halted and peered atthe lampllt cabin. What, he won-
dered, had happened to Rimbaud?

Dismounting, Charley placedthe apple pie at the base of one
tree and tied his horse to another.
Then he drew his Winchester from
the saddle scabbard, Iavm-m- I

Tense with diead of being
kicked in the face. Rimbaud kept
bis eyes closed against the gritty
dust. There was a sadistic atreajc
in Hugh Jubal that might prompt
him to boot a man to death. The
realization that this was so
brought out a clammy sweat that
drenched Rimbaud's body.

"You ain't the only one that's
cot a score agin him," Booger Bill
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shell into firing position, and
walked slowly out of the trees.

Bonn had circled the cabin andthumb, didn't he? And Dtstol- -
whlpped me when I wasn't lookln'.
That s more n lie aone to you.

jubal chuckled. You'll' git your
chance," he promised. "You can
give Rimbaud the ilnlshin'
tmiehes."

"Flnlshln' is right," Red Shatter

was easing in toward an openkitchen window when he heard
someone shout gleefully, "Pour it
on hlro. Bill Pour it onl"

Charley easnd cautiously up to
the peeled wall, hearing the meaty
Impact of fists against flesh, the
scuff of feet, and gusty panting.What he wondered was going on?
With a conflicting welter of appre-
hension and curiosity prodding
him, Bonn to the open
window, peered along its edge, and
was astonished by what he saw.

It was an odd tight. A grotesque
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curiously impelling sight. Jim
rumoaud, with his left hand tied
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down by a pigging string, and
blood oozing from a gash on his
forehead, slugged toe to toe with
Booger Bill, who kept a bandaged
hand off to one side as he swunghis right fist. Hugh Jubal stood
near the kitchen doorway with a
broad grin rutting his sorrel
cneeks, while Red Shatter shouted.
"Git him agin the wall, Booger.
Crotch him I"

And now, as Rimbaud dodged
away from Booger Bill's massive
body, Shatter struck Rimbaud
from behind. . .. .

Repelled by the brutal unfair
ness of it. yet fascinated bv Jim
Rimbaud's savage will to fight,
Bonn watched in wide-eye- d won-
derment. There, by grab was a
fighting man a real fighting
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It made Bonn proud to watch
him. Proud and sad at the same
time. Rimbaud was dazed and LIL ABNER
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predicted.
Rimbaud listened to the reced-

ing footsteps as Booger Bill and
Red moved off. Jubal remained,
his boot propelling another spray
of dust into Rimbaud's face. "You
don't look so big layln' down,
and you don't talk so big," he
(erred, the words merging into
chuckling laughter.

Then his voice rose to a higher
pitch as he ordered, "Git up on
your knees, Rimbaud."

Rimbaud- - openea his eyes and
blinked the dust out of them. It
was almost dark now. A long shaft
of lamplight came from the cabin
doorway. Maneuvering himself to
his knees, Rimbaud endeavored to
get all the way up, but Jubal com-

manded, "Crawl to the house.
Crawl on your knees!"

Rimbaud peered up at him and
asked flatly, "Afraid I'll be too big,
standing up?"

jubal snarled a curse. He kicked
Rimbaud in the chest and knock-
ed him down and shouted, "Do
like I tell you, Rimbaud, before
I kick your teeth out!"

The cloudless, sky
held a subdued glow but the earth
was wrapped In a quilted shroud
of darkness as Charley Bonn ap-

proached Boxed M balancing a
fresh-bak- apple pie on the
pommel of his saddle. Even though
Maria disliked having him ride at
night, she was purely proud of her
baking and wanted Jim Rimbaud
to sample it. "The poor man prob-
ably didn't have a decent piece
of pie all the time he was In
Mexico," she said. "And I feel that
we're beholden to him for stand-in- ?:

up to Lew Stromberg like he
did.

There was a light in Malben 's
cabin, and now, as Bonn was on
the verge of announcing himself,
he observed the vague shapes of
horses standing in the yard. Two
or three of them.

Charley pulled up at once.
Thse horses meant that Rimbaud
hod visitors; unwelcome visitors,
most likely. Then, as he tallied
three horses near the house and
heard another moving over by the
corral fence, the full significance
of it burst on Charley Bonn: The
riders of those horses were doubtl-
ess Roman Four men, and they
were in the cabin which must
mean that Jim Rimbaud was
either dead or disarmed!

That startling realization struck
Bonn with the impact of a physi-
cal blow. If Roman Four could so
swiftly eliminate Jim Rimbaud
from the fight what chances
would lesser men have against
Stromberg's bunch? He hadn't

reeling on his feet, but he showed
n0 sign of quitting. His

fist swung like a piston,
pounding at Booger Bill's midriff,
at his broad-Jawe- d face and the
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bandaged - hand. His lance-lea- n

body was limber as a bucev whio:
it arched forward each time he

B LX aa ta t tvaa. BBS. ta fa ,.swung, then arched back to either
side as he dodged Booger Bill's
reuinaung list, jbui Jim was
taking a terrible punishment de
spite his shifty weaving. The big
rider caught him now with a solid
smash to the face, that pulpy thud
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"Bull's-eye!- " the Roman Four
ramrod shouted haoDlLv. "Slue
him again in the same place I" Trader Louie will take

most anything In trade.Kimrjauo ronea wiui uie puncn,
rocking back on his heels. Twin
trickles of blood ran from his
flared nostrils. He shook his head.
He staKeercd sideways as if dazed.
and Bonn thought: He's going
down i

He dreaded what he would see
when that happened.

But Rimbaud wheeled abruotlv
and targeted mil's bandaged hand
with a lab that Brought a pain
spawned shriek from Booger BUI
The massive rider seemed to go
Desert men. tie oargeo at Kim-bau- d

with the wild blindness of
an enraged bull.

(To Be Continued)
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11. Went up
IJ. Public notice
14. Synthetic

material
17. Town
40. Fatty fruits
42. Heated

chamber
43. To each
45. Musical

sound
47. Facts
48. Shook with

cold

ACROSS
1. Evergreen

tree
1 Potato;

colloq.
8. Contemptible

child
II. Commotion
11 Own
11 Depend
15. San
IT. Scent
18. Soon
18. Buyer

Solution ef Yesterday's Penis

12. DlllaeedZl.lilUt
S3. Form an idea 63. Prong

DOWN
1. Long distance

I Mountain in
Crete

I. Revolve
4. Get away

23. Climbing 64. Light repast
plant 83. Simple

97. Reason 58. Prophet
30. Exist 57. Crafty

8. Large basket
8. Grape
7. Search by

digging
8. English

author
t. Blush i

la Medicinal
plant

11. Biblical city
18. Arrrow

polion
10. Artist's

stand
11, Scrutinize
22. Host
S4. Herd
26. Blind fear
28. Wise man
29. Paradise
32, Famous

psintlnf
of a
Madonna

35. Linger
36. Silt of olelt

scld
38. Single
38. Wards off
41. Endows
43. First man
44. Sheet of glssi
46. Above
49. Hurry
50. Fish
51. Period of

time
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