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By HOMER HATTEN

AP Newsfeatures)

CHAPTER 17

The two men facing each other
in the dim storeroom had no time
for candles; there was death in
their eres snd in thelr cwrving
fingers, death in the grim game
of tag they were playing there in
the semi-darkness,

Regan was sdvaneing, his burned
and blistered hands held out be-
fore him like two gross, mta.s.rutgin
clubs. his body eroched like t
of some relentless jJungle animal
that prepares o spring as it overs
takes its prey. Dupre faced him
with his back against the wall, his
white shirt gleaming in the pale
from the window, his legs
1 unsteady from the lguor he
had consumed

Suddenly Regan sprang, throw-

all his salid
bone and iron-hard muscle againat
Dupre's chest, Few men, and least
of all Dupre,
such s headlong charge, but Dupre
had turned a little as Regan struck
him. giving to the blow Instead
aof fighting i twisting (0 escape
so that his right arm locked jtaelf
around Regan's As the lelt
hand grasped the right wrisdt to
vide leverage, Regan's hend woa
eld vicelike within the eurve of
Dupre’s arm

Polsed on his Jeft fool, with all
his welght thrown into his arms
and shoulders, Dupre strove des-
perately to twist Regan's head down
and toward him. If the trick suc-
ceeded and Regan lost his footing
and fell, the fight would be over,
for in that position a few well-
placed kicks would render him In-
capable of further resistance

But Regan was no tyro in fight-
ing., The raw frontier had schooled
him well, and now his hard-muscled

right arm swung llke n sledge, driv- |

ing the heavy club of his {ist Into
Dupre's groin, falling of ita full
dendening and crippling objective
because théro Was no room to bring
all his strength into play, but still
cling punishment enough to
cause Dupre to loosen his grip for
the fraction of a secordd that was
all Regan needad to break away.
Regan was moving forward again,
and this time, as Dupre tried to slip
aside, Regan'’s heavyleft boot swung

timed to smash into the front of
Dupre's kneecap Just as Dupre
moved, so that the impetus of his
own movement intensified the im-
ct, cracking the round,
ne at the joint and bringing him
helpless to the floor,

Regan wns upon him ke a
tiger, one hand clutching lor his
throat, the thumb of the other
eclawing at Dupre's eyes. Frantl-
cally Dupre rolled aside, felt his
hand : close upon o broken fire-

nce poker that had been thrown
nto the storeroom with a eatch-
all of other rubbish, and ralsed it
to strike,
agaln, feellng Regan's weight roll
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away {rom bhls body just as the
bisck waves of unconscioUsDess
|swept across him

it was the fire tha: brought him |
back to consclousness. The room
was an inferno. Filames and amoke
swept across it in a crackling, chok- |
ing cloud. It had cut a path acroes |
|the floor between Dupre and the .
door, and even as he walched and
|tried to ratse himsel! on one Unli-l‘|
|m saw L sweep out into the hall-
way and attack the step and railing
|of the stair,

Little by little,
across the toom with
he galned the parrow
the other end of the room thi
looked out upon he quiet garden
at the back of the house. He
|pulled himself up to Lhe window
ledge, Arn hils  woice, aharpened |
iwith ter nd pain, shaliered the
atllne e violel dusk
‘Heip! Help! For Gods sake—
| helpt*

He knew he was screaming at !
the top of his lungs, but It seemed ,
to him that the mellow darkness
muffled the sound, draining it away
|into an emply and barren nothing-
| ness,

He screamed agaln and suddenly i
saw the sw Hutwr of a paie
figure runnitg up the n path |
toward the house, Ins Iy he
knew that 0t > , Bnd he
|called her name, beeseech -
(ing, imploring her o ook up and
see him and send him aid.

Bhe had heard hisx first desper-
|ate cry and had turned to run lo-
{ward the house, but it was only
| when her flying feet carried her out |
{of the dark clolster of willow and
|magnolia trees that she saw the
|.f.hnrp, bright banners of the flame |
flying above her house and saw |
| him clinging to the window ledge,
In dark silbouette agninst the mot-
tied background of the savage torch
that blazed above him, |

“Jump!" she cried, her volee lke
an slim sllver lance lfted In the
inight, “Andre, you must jump! You |
You'll |

pulling himself |
nis eibows, |
window at

ol

fean't go back! You must jump!
| Hurry, Andre! It fsn't far!
[be safel®

But thers could be no reckless |

18 | e silken darkness for |
forward in A savage are, prmc:;y;l:;(‘fnfm‘“ the =i

trulled be-
He |
elf |

The broken leg
hind him lke a load of stone,
had already tried to Ut hims
to the window ledge and found it
beyond his strength,

For a long, horror-siricken mo- |
stood rooted in her |

ing the attic window that wis a
window mno longer, but the fery
portal to a flaming hell, Bub even |
in that instant of panic and terror,
her mind wias alrendy Initiating
n new course of action that sent!
her {lying into the house her skirts
lifted and her heels beating a stac-
ealo tatoo on the gleaming parquet
floors. Gasping for breath, 3?59
flung open the door of Andre’s
groped her way across it
and snatched up the leather ﬂl(}llcj"
belt that she hmd watched Andre
{ill and place there Jess than an
hour ngo.

As the might descended ahe
watehed the crimson fingers of the
blage tear at the house until it was |
only a binckened, ravaged monu- !
ment to all her hard-held hopes |
and plans,

Bhp turned and walked slowly
toward the town. ‘The Natchez|
would =uil nt midnight. It would
serve as well as any other means |
to carry her away from the binck-:
ened riins of disaster and despair. |
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North Dakota Likes Nickel Beer

Mandan, N. D. (#—The nickel beer is here to stay.

Tavernkeeper Joe Wetzsteln featured a five-cent beer dur-
Ing a recent three-day local oelebration. Business boomed.

Weizsteln sald Tuesday the special price will be continued
daily between 3 and 8 p.m. He's afraid it would hurt business
to up the price again.
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WHILE YOURE DONG JURY
SERVICE, T. CHATMORE
UNTEERED

F. | - I S NARROW ESCAPE!
[ DO LIXE YOU, EDWIN! AND * ]
I'M DELFLY FLATTERED THAT YU | ait CONDEMNED

LIKE M LT, AT YOUR AGE AND
MINE , THE ONLY SOLID BASH FOR
MARRIAGE M THE NEED OF ON
PARTNER FOR ANOTHER 1--YOU
AND I ARE VERY 5 »

ACTUALLY, YOU SHOULD BE J° wiaT ON

EARTH DO YOU

READ THIS. MY DEAR! IT CONTAINS

SOME PAINFULLY PERSONAL INFORMATION

A ME- - « WHICH T HAVE NEVER
BEFORE REVEALED TO ANYONE!




