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Southeastern Corner of

State Home of Basques

(Cumpiled by Orewen Teavel Buaresa) |

The southenstorn torner of
Oreygon, alten known as the land |
of the Basques, tiwe hoame of|

gnoe of the stranpgesl and most In-

teresting of all people in the|
Beaver Stale
Their origin lost in obscurity

nnd thelr notive langunge, lh('!
Eseunra, o plzide to philologists, |
the Bosgues answered o eall of |
climate and settled in the semi-
arld region of Maolheur and Har-
ney counties, far from their nis
tive Europe,

-

From the northern coast of
Spaln, the towns of Bilboa and
Viscava senl forth a vanguard
in 1088 to the new world to seek
a loeation similar in topography
and elimate and adapted to the
ancient  occupation of sheep
herding. This they found in the
Nompa triangle in the vicinify
of Steens mountaln,

Here crecks and small lakes
supply water; the soil supports
various varieties of grass; the
elimate is clear and dry. In ad-
dition, the loeation was regoard-
ed as sufficiently removed from
lnrge centers of population pro-
viding an abundance of wide
open spaces best suited for sheep
raising, A swoeep of country,
stretehing 2756 miles  between
Crane, Ore., and Winnemueen,
Nev,, overlapping into western
Idnho, furnished a wide range,

The settlers, ambltious young
men, entered the Uniled States
by way of Ellis igland. They
quickly drifted across the coun-
iry in search of lands embody-
ing the familiar habitat for
gheep herding They found this

at a number of points in the
northwest,
- -

In Oregon today the principal
Basque seitlements are at Me-
Dermitt near the northern Ne-
vadn border; in Jordan wvalley
adjoining the Idaho boundary;
al Andrewt, 125 miles south of
Crane; at Fields, 15 miles south
of Crane. Basques maoke their
homes as far north as Ontorio,
al the junction of the Malheur
river with the Snake,

Hislory snys the first Basques
In the country soon proved |
their worth and ability as
sheepherders and quickly be-
came topmost In that field of
endeavor. They would take
bands of sheep into the hills and
stay until aceumulated wages,
from sheep owners there before
them, would enable purchase of
flocks and ranges of their own.
Then the Basques, who had
made this progress, would send
for their relatives and friends
from the “old country.”

Usunlly a cousin or brother
eame first. Then before many
years the enlire clan would be
on hand, They arrived in large
numbers just before and dur-
Ing World War I, In the inter-
vening years numerous Amerl-
can ranchers sold their holdings
to the Basques, the latter always
interested in  extending their
holdings,. Some Basques are
very wealthy In properly and
finance,

- -

Typical is m Basque near
West In Malheur county where
he owns one of the finest ranch-
ez In the area with numerous

ily speak excellent
with the parents fluent in Span-|

Cases of interinnrr!agea
English, | on each other’s shoulder and
Ish and “Bosco,” the cnlluqni:ll.s‘ng' They dance the American

1

reportedly confined to Basque
men marrying American girls,

name for the Basque language|dances and nlso have their own
and  for themselves, Usunl[y.sp“mgh and folic dances, As a
Basques are regarded as ex.| T, Basques play cards bul
tremely loyal to each other but|do not gamble; If they drink
here and there a Basque ranch they do not become Pnlsiermls.
operator employs only Ameri- In the remole timtfmls where
ean herders, runch hands and American influence is less pro-
camp tenders,

nounced the houses are of the
Pioncers among the Base 1”_‘35;1ani::la {ype, low and of stone,|
; # = CHEUES | givided  into numerous small |

kept sclosely lo sheep herding| Ay w CHEEE
and but few became naturnlized |To0 5 assuring “."r"“ -]
" e S " “ 7 lwinter and coolness in summer.

American  citizens, They ex-|

pected to return 1o Spaln after

they had made thelr fortune in
the United States, Succevding
generations have not all staved
close to sheep oclivities and
have taken up a variety of oe-
cupations such as mechanics,
merchants, holel operators,
engineers and such, More
friends and relatives arrived |
from Spain to carry on the an-|
cestral occupation, |

Basgques are recognized as al
thrifty, energelic and peaceable
people, all of them highly re-|
garded. They take parts in cnm—‘
munity enterprises and the
children creditably represent
their elders in school, athlelic,
county fair and other events.

. .

Vacation Time Is . . .

Photo Time . . .
See Us for Your Vacation Photo Supplies

|

Brilliant colors are often used |
on their clothes and especinlly in
connection with exotic costumes |
used at ceremonles and cele-
brations. Bright kerchiefs and!
sashes are popular with the
younger men, offering colorful
impressions  for the visitors
among them.

The {ypleal Basque has n
clear, olive complexion, dark
eves, usually perfect teeth and
very red lips. Basque people
are socially inclined and are
fond of gathering in the plaza or
around the stores. Here some
will play the accordion or gui-
tar while others of the group!

BRING HOME YOUR
YACATION ON FILM

LET US DO YOUR PHOTO-FINISHING

|
AT THE SIGN OF THE KODAK
546 State

Klasic Photo Shop

Phone 3-8996

—
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All Steel
Lawn Chair

furniture.

WASHABLE
PLASTIC-COVERED

Lawn Chairs

With padded seal and
head-rest

Reg. $16.50

Nothing makes a backyard more of a joy than good lawn
) Hogg Bros. feature the best at the lowest possible
prices! Come in today and shop these great values.

FOR THOSE
WEEK-ENDS
IN YOUR OWN
BACK YARD

Folding Chairs

GOOD BACK-YARD
COMPANIONS

ADJUSTABLE
CANVAS CHAIR

With attached foolrest — for perfect
comfort

8.88

Reg.

/s
12.98

Everybody loves the way
they make you so comfort-

$1350

Snd-
Posture
Red or greon.

Reg. $7.95
$495

FOLDING CHAIRS

Striped eanvos with extra
high back . . . ndjisiable.

o v 1.95

9.95

Sturdy construction,
dle-shnped  seals,
baeks,

Water repellent eanvas on
sent and back. Clear varn-
ished finish. Easy to car-
ry.
Long, satisfaclory service,

Deck Chair

Rigid construction,

Easy Folding Reg

Reg. $4.95

$349

Er

Something New!

GLIDE-ETTE

FOR TWO

1950

Yellow,

able, Siyled with formal

garden smariness. Choice
of colors,
Lawn Umbrelias “gﬁ;"
Plain or Stripe with White Fringe
(without table) FOLDING

DIRECTORS" CHAIRS

ti
' sg:u:‘ Good selection of colors.
Reg. 19,50 Compare with others at
2 NOW 13.00.
$9.75 $8.95

. $23.50

WILLAMETTE VALLEY'S LEADING ll’l‘lllll & HOME FURNISHERS

SALEM OREGON CITY

een, red
metal




