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CHAPTER 26

Steve, too, had acquired the trick
Of a poker face under ordinary
circumstances. But thus was too
much. He caught his breath, his
eyes narrowing then Indian Joe
brw the color drain out of his face,
leaving a Kickne.w in his eyes. A
second time, more carefully, he re-

read the missive, then tore it across.
Once that was done, as though not
satisfied with his first notion, he
fumbled for a match, struck it, and
watched both bits of paper con-
sume to charred ash.

His mind went back to the other
evening at the ranch house, when
he and Burt. McKee had ridden in
together. No one had known of
their plans, or of McKce's inten-
tion to ride to Passover Ford and
brim; back the money. At first,
findinc iMrKee dead at the hand of
a Noase rider, he had been At a
law to how the news of the plan
could have leaked out. Now it was
onlv too clear.

Melodv had not been in the
house when he entered, though
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Twins Mix It Up
Sebewaine, Mich. (U.fil When Mary Eisengru-be- r

injured her left arm and had to wear a sling, teachers
could at last tell the difference between her and her twin
sister, Marilyn until two days later when Marilyn injured
her left arm and had to wear a sling, too. j

kers with restless finRers, looked to
K.neos Drieny and asked a ques-
tion.

"There's been rumors
Stve. thick as fleas on a hound,
but we want fact now,' he said.
"We ain't asked Questions before.
But was a try made to kill you in
me same sort, oi la.shlon. here
jspell back?"

"Bushwhack bullet," Steve agreed
grimly. "The mistake he made was
in missing his first shot!"

Quentin spat. But it was Kriebs
who went on from there.

"This has gone far enough." he
said flatly. "Murder an robber v,
rustling and we all know pretty
wen wnos oacic or tne whole thing.
The round-up- 's about finished. I
told 1 arson that wed hold a Cat
tleman's Court once it was done.
Tomorrow agreeable to the rest
oi you?"

Confirming replies came from
the others. Kriebs nodded.

"Tomorrow it'll be, then," he said.
j'Here. A couple of you men carry
the word, so even-bod- in the.se
parts will know about it and can
be represented.

Mclvor brought laden plates to
hteve and Indian Joe. Steve took
his listlessly, without appetite.

"You said somebody was here,!
Iwantin' to see me?" he questioned
me cook.

"Yeah." Mclvor Jerked a thumb.
"Here he is. Speak up. Mister!"

A man lounged forward at the
invitation.

"You're Steve Russell?" he asked.
"Yfs. I don't think I know you?"
"Not likely, since I'm just out

from the East. Channay'.s my name.
I represent the Urban Company."

"I thought Jones did that."
"He does. Only there are times

when his personal feelings con-- 1

fllel. Wit h his rilll V In t rnmnnini
So I was told to ride out and re
mind you that your money's due
nay alter tomorrow. Principal and
in unrest."

"I've had it in mind," Steve said
grlmlv.

"Fine. That's about all there is
to say. Except that the company
nns io nave tne money in lull.
Otherwise thev foreclose."

"They wouldn't consider extend-
ing the mortgage, if I paid a part?""I was told that If you asked
that question, the answer was no."

"Tell them they'll have their
money," sieve said bitterly. "And
io me cievu witn uiem! '

Channay nodded. Without fur
ther comment, he turned on his
heel and walked away.

"I had a look." Mclvor murmur
ed .appearing out of nowhere. "He
was ritun' a Noose cayuse!

"which ain't surprlsin'." Indian
Joe nodded. "The Tarsons swing
H HIIIK loop

Steve looked at Indian Joe, still
watching him expectantly, and his
lingers touched the stone which
he had been carrying for what.
now seemed an age. It was as hard
and unyielding as the outlook
ahead.

"I guess you were right. Joe- -
about thi.s." he suggested,. "I'm not
having much good luck out of It."

Indian Joe waited.
"Hut we'll make our own luck!"

Steve added. "Ask the buyers to
come around. It's not too late to
i.aiK Dusmess."

(To Be Continued

t'iiiiuro of the 1845 potato crop
in Ireland stimulated henvy im-

migration to the United Slates
from that country.
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she had come shortly thereafter,
oddly breathless. She had declared
that she had been on the hilltop,
watching for anyone to ride in, but
had missed them. At the time he
had noted r discrepancy in her
words, but had been too preoccupied
with other matters to think much
about them.

Now he knew how it. had hap-
pened. Actually she must have
been in the barn and had over
heard what he said to McKee.

The fart that she had not in-

tended that McKee should be in-

jured, or the money last even
that she conceived ttiat she was
rioiner thi.s for his own pood was
scarcely a mltiRation. She had
(tone to his avowed enemies to
brincr pressure in force him to
her will. And her act had led to
the death of one of his best
friends.

"We'd better load them on their
horses and Ret back to ramp." Steve
said sionily. and proceeded- about
the (jrlslv task in silence. The sun
was westerning as they started,
loading the laden cayuses, and it
was full dark when they finally
reached the round-u- p camp.

Mclvor lifted his voice In erect-ln- e
as he saw them approaching.

"Here you are finly. eh? Thounht
we'd have to send out a search- -

party for you two And
you with conm'ny waiting half the
afternoon to chin with you, Steve "

He broke off, sensiiiR that some-ihin-

was wron, then swore soft-
ly as the Rlow of the firellRht shone
on McKee's face. against
the saddle and so drained of color
that even the reflection left It still
and ashen. Others of the crew,
roused from sleep, ca me up now,
and questions were asked and ex-

planations Riven in the same re-

pressed tones. The one pertinent
fact, which neither Steve nor In-
dian Joe mentioned was the let-
ter.
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Webfoot
Open house honoring J. P.

Dorsey will be held from 2 to
5 p.m. Sunday, May 25 at the
home of his and
daughter, Dr. and Mrs. Orr C.
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Goodrich in Dayton.
Mr. Dorsey is a son of the latf

Mr. and Mrs. George Dorsey.
He was born May 27, 1862, and
still owns the farm.

Mr. Dorsey requests that gifts
be omitted.
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